

Cabinet exempts 50% off newsprint tariffs 


Charles in Egypt for ‘dialogue with Islam* 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Saturday decided to exempt SO 
per cent of news prin t used by newspapers annually from tariffs 


charged by the government, with rhc exception of die sales tax. 
The decision means that die newspapers wfli be exempted from 25 
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percent of die tariffs they used to pay. The decision stipulates that 
these newspapers must commit themselves not to raise newspaper 
prices and not to hike charges for government advertisements. 
Newspaper publishers in Jordan had recently decided to increase 
advertisement charges and prices of newspapers effective April 1 
to be able to face a more dun 100 per cent increase in the cost of 
newsprint in die last eight months. The Cabinet, meeting under 
the chairmanship of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, also 
decided to form four Jordanian delegations to participate in 
various Arab meetings and two other team* to negotiate with the 
European Investment Bank in Luxembourg over obtaining two 
loans. 
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Sahaf in Oman 


;c: -‘ x MUSCAT (AFP) — Iraqi 
v Foreign Minister Mohammad 


• -I 

Taii* F.-n . 

•--- . 
5*c 


; ■ j r *.\- Seed A1 Sahaf held talks here 
r “ssrhc: - _ * r X Saturday with Omani leaders 
-‘‘C _• ' r ~V. :; ahead of a U.N. Security 

Die i Council review of the crip- 

•wj-iir.!-.. ■; \-.pting U.N. embargo imposed 

r-r-.. ~ on nis country. Mr. Sahaf 

A*:r? brought a message from Pres- 

ident Saddam Hussein to 
vi4vi.. Oman's Sultan Qaboos and 

5>w ^ ~ ^-.met with Foreign Minister 

•ii? * ,J *.-.v .'Yousef Ben Alawi Ben 

ru^} '. : Abdullah, the official agency 

-ONA reported. The meeting 
■ '-'- r - ‘ - focused on “developments in 
j - ‘ i>; die situation in the Gulf and 

China nla-,, the review Monday by the 
u Qn U.N. Security Council of the 

..jS * Ong g*. embargo imposed on Iraq" 
Him for 13Q? I \after its lSw invasion of 
. i Kuwait, the agency added. 

Cn.r.' . _ ' % x? Oman is a non-permanent 
a-N. '-r jnember of the Security 
Vf. .Council. Mr. Sahaf arrived 

. , ■ • ‘ ... 'hare Saturday after a two-day 

' V’ ’ K "visit to Qatar (see page 12). 
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'Deutch named to 
iiead CIA 
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Deutch had previously been 
under consideration for the 


under consic 
post. 


Khartoum suffers 
water shortage 
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KHARTOUM fR) — 
Sudan’s capital is racing a 
water shortage, and a senior 
government official has 
blamed his colleagues for 
withholding money needed to 
alleviate ±e crisis. More than 


a million people live in Khar- 
toum and its environs, built 


Os.-: 


toum and its environs, built 
where the Blue Nile and the 
White Nile meet. The shor- 
tage is due to a lack of funds 
for budding drinking water 
facilities, said Farouk A1 
Tayeb, head of the Khartoum 
water supply authority. The 
authority produces some 

390.000 cubic metres a day, 
while the capital needs some 

600.000 cubic metres a day 
for its inhabitants, he said 
Saturday. He did not say why 
the government had halted 
spending on water facilities, 
but the government has 
straggled with an economic 
criss for years. 


Mi ju/ 




Kuwait detains 4 
trespassers 


*r- 


KUWAIT (AP) — Security 
authorities arrested four Ira- 


qis who crossed illegally into 
Kuwait in separate incidents 


- Kuwait in separate incidents 
- ' last week, the Interior Minis- 
•' try said Saturday. Ministry 
" spokesman Adel A1 Ibrahim 
said one of the alleged tres- 

• passers was wounded before 
his arrest. He said a coast 

, guard patrol spotted two Ira- 
qis in a boat approaching 
Kuwait's northern coast on 
] Thursday and fired in the air 
' to force them to stop. “They 
id not stop and headed to 
&e shore where they were 

■ ibot at. One of them was 
■ njured in the shoulder,'* Col- 

■ wel Ib rahim said. The man 
' vas being treated b a local 
hospital, he said. But his 

* xmdition was not known. 


Kazakh president 
disbands assembly 


’ ’..ULMATY (AFP) — Kazakh 

- • " . ^readenr Nursultan Nazar- 

«ycv dissolved the parlia- 
- ■ oent and his government on 
Saturday, concentrating all 
-‘■v'Aower in his hands. Mr. 
-■ .Nazarbayev disbanded the 
■ 'V; igisiature after the Central 

- •;> _ . Asian country’s constitution- 
■ ./ : 1 coun declared that the 

torch 1994 parliamentary 
' r bad been illegal. 

: ’ .• ae president said he would 

r- ' to consider whether or 
s ’ '^. ot to hold new elections. 


Developing world wants more 
than words to fight poverty 


Copenhagen summit closes today with declaration 


COPENHAGEN (Agencies) 

— World leaders, pledging to 
stamp out the scourges of 
poverty and injustice, opened 
a U.N. summit -on Saturday 
that will approve a [dan of 
action to help the hundreds 
of millions who live below the 
breadline. 

But developing countries 

— including China and India, 
the two most heavily popu- 
lated nations on the planet — 
criticised affluent Western 
states for not doing more to 
close the growing gap be- 
tween rich and poor. 

“This is the moment to 
meet and act ... for die first 


time in history every country 
shares a set of concerns about 


^ .WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House on Satur- 
* day nominated the number 
. two official at the Defence 
-I Department, John Deutch, 
- to head the Central InteUi- 
r • gcnce Agency (CIA) after 
the president's first dioice 
■ 'stepped aside. Mr. Deutch 
replaces President Bill Clin- 
ton's nomination of Michael 
... Cams, a retired air force 
' 'general. Mr. Cams asked 
^ that his name be withdrawn 
on Saturday after it was 
learned that he may have 
' Violated U.S. immigration 
tow by helping the Philippine 
' nephew of a former cook for 
the Cams family come to the 
; United States. Mr. Clinton 
. . said he accepted Mr. Caras' 
_ ^withdrawal .request with 
~ “profound regret.” Mr. 


shares a set of concerns about 
poverty, jobs and social disin- 
tegration,” U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali told 
the assembled leaders in the 
conference hall. 

“Never before have so 
many world leaders come 
together for such a purpose.” 

The summit, attacked by 
many aid groups as little 
more than an expensive jam- 
boree, will approve an action 
plan on Sunday that commits 
governments to ( eradicating 
poverty by working together 


in a new spirit of post-cold 
war cooperation. 

Tile plan encourages better 
use of development aid and 
recognises the need for debt 
relief. Bnt it includes no 
binding co mmi tments and is 
seen as a starting point for 
action. 

Danish Prime Minister 
Poul Nyrup Ramussen, host- 
ing the summit, told the 
assembled leaders they were 
“tiring in a world of un- 
acceptable contradictions” 
and urged rich countries to 
start acting by giving de- 
veloping nations greater debt 
relief. 

“Let us transform hopes 
into action, to the benefit of 
billions of people. Let us give 
all the people of the earth a 
decent life. We have the 
tools, let us use them,” he 
said. 

There are an estimated 1.3 


biltion people tiring in pover- 
ty around the world, most of 
them in Africa, parts of Asia 
and Latin America. They 
lade everything, from dean 
water to basic education and 
medical facilities. 

Austria annonneed it 
would write off around $100 


milli on of debt to developing 
countries, following a similar 
pledge from Denmark earlier 
this week. 

Nevertheless, leaders of 
the world's poorer nations 
called for stronger global ac- 
tion. 

“Islands of affluence can- 
not be sustained in a sea of 
deprivation. The rich 
amongst us are preoccupied 
with limited national agen- 
das,” declared Pakistan Pres- 
ident Farooq Leghari. 

Indonesian President 
Snharto, whose country 
chairs the 111-nation Non- 
Aligned Movement, said the 
summit was a unique chance 
to build the new world order 
so often talked about. 

“In this we cannot afford 
to fail, for what is at stake is 
how our children and their 
childreu are to live,” he said. 

Chinese Premier Li Peng 
said the world’s wealthy -had 
grown rich at the expense of 
the poor and warned that a 
crisis in the developing world 
would have wider effects. “If 
it is left unattended, the rich 
countries trill suffer too," he 
said. 

Indian Prime Minister P. V. 


Arafat seeks Cairo’s help 
to advance peace process 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat held talks with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak here Saturday on Palesti- 
nian attempts to push for- 
ward autonomy negotiations . 
with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat left Cairo for 
the Gaza Strip at the end of 
the 90-minute talks without 
making any statement to the 
press. 

Egypt’s Information Minis- 
ter Safwat A1 Sharif said, 
however . that the Palestinian 
leader and Mr. Mnbarak 
“discussed contacts under- 
way to lift obstacles which 
exist on the Israeli- 
Palestinian track as well as 
obstacles linked to the clo- 
sure imposed by Israel" of 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Arafat briefed Mr. 
Mubarak on the outcome of 
talks with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, Mr. Sharif 
said. 

The two men also “re- 


viewed the situation in the 
light of the results of the 
meeting between Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Peres,” he added. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
who met Thursday set a July 
1 target date for an end to 
negotiations on the second 
stage of Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank, which 
involves self-rule elections 
and an Israeli army redeploy- 
ment outside Palestinian 
towns. 

Mr. Peres also announced 
confidence - building mea- 
sures, such as increasing per- 
mits for Palestinian workers 
in Israel. The Jewish state 
sealed off the Palestinian ter- 
ritories on Jan. 22 following a 
suicide bombing which killed 
21 Israelis. 


Egyptian Foreign Minister 
mr Musa said earlier he 


Amr Musa said earlier he 
hoped the Arafat-Peres talks 
“reached an agreement on 
concrete issues and were not 
just hot air, without any 
foundation, which will not 
achieve any progress.” 

After one-to-one talks Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Mubarak 


were joined by Mr. Sharif, as 
well as Mr. Mubarak’s poli- 
tical advisor Osama A1 Baz 
and chief Palestinian auton- 
omy negotiator NabQ Shaath. 

Mr. Arafat earlier stressed 
the importance of Egypt’s 
role in the peace process, 
“especially in major un- 
finished issues such as (the 
Israeli army) redeployment 
and elections.” 

A PLO official in Cairo 
said that Israel and the PLO 
would resume talks there on 
Tuesday in a fresh bid to set a 
date for the long-delayed 
Palestinian elections. 

Before leaving Gaza for 
Egypt, Mr. Arafat mentioned 
the troop withdrawal and 
Palestinian elections, then 
added: “We didn’t reach an 
interim agreement on these 
two issues.” 

Mr. Arafat's spokesman, 
Nabil Abu Rediena, said the 
FLO leader also told Mr. 
Mnbarak that only limited 


process 

“The 


had been made. 


Israelis tried to say 


(Continued cm page 7) 


Nasser reelected 


president of JB A 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Kamal Nasser 
was reelected president of the 
Jordanian Bar Association 
(JBA) in the early morning 
hours Saturday. 

Mr. Nasser, an opponent 
of "normalisation” with 
Israel and a pan-Arab 
nationalist, won in a second 
round of voting with only 112 
votes over- noted pro- 
government candidate Khalaf 
Massadeh. Following Mr. 
Nasser into the JBA*s new 
leadership are the following 
council members: Ahmad 
Abu Samen, Saleh Armouti, 
and Ziad Khalifeh (from the 


Islamic bloc); Samir Kherfan 
and Zian Khasawneh (inde- 
pendent candidates); and Ali 
Dhmour, Sbaher Kaizone, 
Mazen Irsheidat, and Zuhdi 
Dissi (National Unity bloc 
candidates). 

The government, however, 
still has the option to dissolve 
the president and newly 
elected council since the JBA 
acted in defiance of Minister 
of Justice Hisham A1 Tal’s 
eleventh-hour instruction to 
the JBA last week. On Tues- 
day, Mr. Tal demanded that 
all West Bank members of 
the association be dropped 
from the roster and not 
allowed to vote in the elec- 
tions. Their participation in 
the elections, be said, would 


be considered illegal and con- 
trary to Jordanian national 
policy and sovereignty be- 
cause Jordan disengaged it- 
self from the West Bank in 
1988. 

The directive caused a 
furor within the JBA — which 
opposes Jordan’s October 
peace treaty with 
Israel. The association said it 
would refuse to comply with 
the minister’s instructions, 
claiming that the government 
was trying to stifle its anti- 
normalisation voice. Mr. 
Nasser called the decision an 
“interference in the bar asso- 
ciation’s internal affairs.” 

Despite the uproar, voting 
commenced Friday as sche- 
duled and proceeded uninter- 
rupted until early morning 
Saturday. At least 150 West 
Bank lawyers participated in 
the first round of elections. 


?« 



Kamal Nasser 
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sentatives refused to validate 


their ballots in order to im- 
plement the minister's deci- 
sion. (Ministry of Justice rep- 
resentatives have to validate 
all ballots according to JBA 
by-laws). However, the JBA 
did include West Bank bal- 
lots in the tallies on Saturday. 
. By press time Saturday, 
Mr. Tal could not be reached 
for comment on the results 
and procedures of the elec- 
tions. However, he reeiter- 
ated several times during the 
course of last week that the 


ministry's decision would be 
implemented. During elec- 
tions on Friday, the minister 
said that he “had no idea” if 
he would ask the Higher 
Court of Justice for the new 
council's dissolution. “It all 
depends on how the proce- 
dures go,” he told die Jordan 
Times during election pro- 
ceedings. 

According to JBA by-laws, 
the minister of justice or any 
group of lawyers can ask the 
higher court to review any 
elections results they find to 
be illegal. If the higher court 
concurs, the council can be 
dissolved. 

There is concern among 
most members of the bar 
association that the minister 
will move to have the council 
dissolved. Some lawyers at 
the Professional Associations 
Complex on Saturday also 
expressed concern that defe- 
ated candidate Massadeh 
may also do the same. Mr. 


Narasimha Rao said it was 
wrong to focus too much on 
“untrammeled” Western- 
style market forces as the way 
to solve problems. 

“It is only now, at the fag 
(tail) end of the century, that 
the ieaders of the world have 
begun to think of bow to live, 
rather than how to loll or 
escape killing,” he said. 

The two-day summit 
gathering, following a week 
of sometimes heated negotia- 
tions on how to word the 
90-page final declaration, is 
costing more than $30 milli on 
to stage. 

Notable absentees are U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
and British Prime Minister 
John Major. Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat too' busy 


with Middle East peace prob- 
lems, cancelled plans to 


lems, cancelled plans to 
come. 

Cuban President Fidel Cas- 
tro, who will address the 
summit on Sunday, told Dan- 
ish television in an interview 
that market economics could 
not fulfil the aims of the U.N. 
summit. 


(Continued on page 7) 


S. Lebanon 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Lebanese fishermen ven- 
tured out into the open sea 
along Lebanon’s coast for the 
first time in a month on 
Saturday, a day after Israel 
lifted a partial naval blockade 
following U.S. mediation. 

A girl and three young 
brothers were wounded when 
Israeli troops bombarded vil- 
lages suspected of harboring 
guerrillas in South Lebanon, 
police said. 

The shelling underlined 
tensions ou the last active 
Arab-Israeli war front as 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher strove to re- 
vive the sagging peace pro- 
cess in his current Middle 
East swing. 

A police statement in 
Rashaya (fid not specify what 
provoked the Israeli bom- 
bardment on five villages fac- 
ing the eastern sector of an 
enclave Israel occupies in 
South Lebanon. 

It said the targets, where 
anti-Israel resistance fighters 
are believed to have bases, 
were blasted by howitzer and 
tank cann on fire around mid- 
day. 

The statement identified 
the girl as Samira Sharaf, 14, 
and three brothers from the 
Sobob family. It did not give 
their ages. 


Tbe new casualties brought 
the overall toll in South 
Lebanon violence this year to 
41 killed and 83 wounded. 
Mr. Christopher, who has 


already visited Egypt and 
Israel, was expected to raise 


the issue of South Lebanon in 
his talks with Syrian leaders 
Sunday. 

Security sources said 1,800 
impoverished fishermen re- 
sumed their normal activities 
at dawn after being forbidden 
since Feb. 8 tty Israeli gun- 
boats from sailing more than 
one kilometre from the coast 
or risk being fired at. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri said on Fri- 
day Israel had lifted its 
month-old sea blockade off 
South Lebanon and thanked 
Mr. Christopher for his role 
in having it lifted. 

“We ventured out this 
morning without facing any 
trouble from the Israeli boats 
which were visible to us but 
were very far from the 
coast,” fisherman Mahmoud 
Bawji told Reuters. 

“Thank God it’s over. We 
went back to fishing as usual 
far from the Israeli boats ... 
and can feed our kids now,” 
said Ahmad Sanbai, 45, a 
father of five. 

Israeli gunboats slapped 


(Continued on page 7) 


the blockade against fishing 
boats, but not commercial 


CAIRO (AFP) — Prince Charles on Saturday began a four-day 
visit to Egypt during which he will meet with Muslim religious 
leaders for talks on holding a “dialogue with Islam,” his press 
s ecretary said. The prince was met at Cairo airport by Britain's 
Ambassador here Christopher Long and an Egyptian diplomatic 
corps official. He was to dine with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. The Prince will be “pursuing his long-standing interest 
in Islam and will be talking with Muslim and Christian leaders 
about the dialogue between Islam and the West,” his press 
secretary, Sandy Henney, said. The prince is to meet with the 
highest Sunni Muslim authority. Sheikh Gad A1 Haq Ali Gad A1 
Haq of A1 Azhar, as well as the grand mufti of Egypt. Mohammad 
Sayed Tantawi, and Coptic Orthodox Pope Shenouda HI. Tbe 
s h ei kh of A1 Azhar is regarded as the highest authority in Sunni 
Islam, white the mufti is the most authoritative source of opinions 
on religious issues in Egypt Speaking to the Oxford Centre for 
Islamic Studies in October 1993, Prince Charles said that “the 


degree of misunderstanding between tbe Islamic and Western 
worlds remains dangerously high." 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 




PRINCE MEETS OAKLEY: His Royal High- Retkf and Works Agency (UNRWA) to enable 
ness Crown Prince Hasan on Saturday holds it to carry oat its duty towards Palestinian 


talks with U.S. assistant Secretary of State for r e fuge es . He said UNRWA’s continued ser- 
Refagees and Population Phyflis Oakley (cen- vices to refugees in Jordan are of paramount 


tre) in a meeting attended by U.S. Ambassador importance to the peace process in the Middle 
Wesley Egan. Prince Hasan s tr es s ed the East (Petra photo) 


importance of supporting the United Nations 


Princess Basma urges Arab 
action in human development 


ports come 
to life 


COPENHAGEN (Petra) — 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
' Basma on Saturday called on 
Arab countries to prepare 
human development 
strategies and to make them 
part of their national de- 
velopment plans. 

At a meeting of U.N. hu- 
man resources development 
ambassadors with representa- 
tives of non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) parti- 
cipating in the U.N. Summit 
on World Development con- 
vened in the Danish capital, 
Princess Basma called for the 
creation of an Arab regional 
development fund to prepare 
-studies and do research and 
prepare practical develop- 
ment programmes. 

• The Princess, in an address 
at the outset of the meeting, 
stressed the importance of 
exchanging expertise among 
Arab countries on the one 
hand and the developing and 


advanced countries on the 
other. 

She said women were the 
biggest victims of poverty in 
the world and that strategies 
to fight poverty ignore 
women. She noted that 70 
per cent of tbe world’s 
women suffer from poverty. 

Princess Basma reviewed 
Jordan's experience in fight- 
ing poverty and improving 
women's conditions. She out- 
lined the role of the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social De- 
velopment’s (QAF) role in 
developing the local society 
and supporting programmes 
aiming at encouraging indi- 
viduals to achieve self- 
reliance. 

She also dwelt on the role 
of the National Commission 
on woman's affairs at the 
level of preparing the nation- 
al strategy on women and 
activating it in legislative, 
economic, social, political 


and educational fields. 

Earlier Saturday, Princes^ 
Basma addressed a press con- 
ference in which three U.N. 
ambassadors participated. 

“Women constitute only 22 
per cent of tbe labour force in 
Arab countries compared to 
50 per cent in the developing 
world as a whole and this is a 
pretty low percentage,” Prin- 
cess Basma said. 

“Only 17 per cent of work- 
ing women are in administra- 
tive and managerial posi- 
tions,” she added. 


"Obviously the role of 
NGOs as in other parts of the 
world is gaining a greater 
sense of importance than 
ever because development 


needs the popular participa- 
tion which NGOs offer. 


tion which NGOs offer. 
NGOs offer the best vehicle 
for translating the message 
and needs of people,” she 
said. 


Saud visits Syria 
ahead of Christopher 


Ministers 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Saudi Arabia's foreign minis- 
ter paid an unexpected three- 
hour visit to Damascus amid 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher's latest 
efforts to revitalise Syrian- 
Israeli peace talks. 

On arrival. Prince Saud A1 
Faisal headed straight into a 
meeting with President Hafez 
AJ Assad after telling state- 
run news media he was car- 
rying a messge from King 


boats, but not comm 
ships. 


At the talks' end, a pres- 
idential spokesman said tire 
Saudi prince and Mr. Assad 
discussed current Arab and 
regional issues and tbe latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process. He did 
not elaborate. 

The official Syrian Arab 
News Agency said Prince 
Saud carried a reply from Mr. 
Assad to King Fahd, but did 
not disclose its contents. The 
prince flew home after the 

tallrc 

Mr. Christopher began a 
Middle East shuttle on 
Wednesday. His main objec- 
tive was to lure the Syrians 
back to the negotiating table 
a year after they abandoned 
the talks in protest over the 
lack of progress. 

The secretary of state was. 
in Israel Saturday. He 
already has visited Egypt and 
met in Gaza with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

On Sunday, Mr. Christ- 
opher flies to Saudi Arabia, 
and from there to Syria and 
Jordan. 

In his talks with the 
Israelis, Mr. Christopher 
stressed the need to resume 
the Israeli-Syrian peace talks. 
But it was not clear whether 
he has developed any new 
ideas to break the logjam. 

Meanwhile, tbe Syrians re- 
portedly are worried that 
Israel, which already has 
signed peace accords with 
Egypt. Jordan and tbe 
Palestinians, would strike 
new separate deals with other 
Arab countries and isolate 
Damascus. 

Washington has been 
pressuring its allies in the 


ofl-ridi Gulf to make some 
gestures toward normalising 
relations with Israel to help 
promote regional peace. 

But these countries, which 
are led by Saudi Arabia, re- 
main reluctant to do so while 
the Syrian-Israeli talks are 
deadlocked over the Jewish 
state’s refusal to commit itself 
to a total withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights which it occu- 
pied in 1967 and “annexed” 
14 years later. 

Syrian media meanwhile 
accused the United States at 
failing tbe Arabs in its role as 
a co-sponsor of tbe peace 
process. 

The official daily AJ Tbaw- 
ra said: “The United States 
has still not fulfilled its role as 
an impartial and honest part- 
ner since it completely backs 
Israel which wants to win 
land and peace without giving 
anything to the Arabs. 

“It is dear that the United 
States is not a partner of the 
Arabs.” 

Foreign Minister Farouk 
A1 Sharaa said Israel was not 
prepared to make peace and 
only wanted to keep its grip 
on the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sharaa told the Sandi- 


review 
claims for 
Gulf war 


damages 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Interior Salameh Ham- 
mad, Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Minister Abdul Sal am 
A1 Abbadi and Labour 
Minister Nader Abul Shaar 
on Saturday held a meeting at 
the Gulf returnees’ com- 
pensation follow-up centre at 
the premises of the Jordanian 
Hashemite Charity Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Hamm ad said the aim 
of the meeting was to discuss 
compensation for returnees 
and future plans to follow up 
on tbe issue. 


owned daily AJ Sharq A1 
Awsat published in Cairo: 
“Syria appreciates die efforts 
of die United States but it 
seems that Israel is not ready 
to sign a peace treaty with 
Syria as it puts forward prop- 
osals that only make peace 
less likely.” 

Mr. Sharaa, speaking from 
Copenhagen, accused Israel 
of “trying to draw the Arab 
states into signing documents 
which will give it the right to 
continue” its occupation. 

“Israel signed a (1993) dec- 
laration of principles with the 
Palestinians without abiding 
by its commitments or hon- 
ouring its signature., What 
then is Syria to do?” he said. 

A1 Tbawra also slammed 
Washington’s stance on the 
row between Egypt and 
Israel over the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as 
“strange and extremely par- 


(Continued on page 7) 


According to Dr. Abu] 
Shaar, tbe meeting also dis- 
cussed the issue of incom- 
plete claims for compensa- 
tions filed by returnees. 

He voiced hope that all. 
applications forms would be 
completely filled so as to be 
sent to the Geneva-based 
special United Nations com- 
mittee in charge of following 
up the issue as soon as possi- 
ble. 

The secretary general of 
the centre, Yahya A1 Uteibi, 
said the centre, established 
upon directives by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san in July 1993, has paid the 
first installment of claims of 
the B category. This totalled 
241 claims worth $982,500 
which were gjven to appli- 
cants. 

B category claims total 
893. 

C category claims total 
42370, D category claims 
total 1315 and A category 
65 , 234 . The total estimate for 
these claims stands at $3.5 
billion. 

The Geneva-based com- 
pensation fund recently 
announced that it will 
approve 19,000 claims in the 
A category on March 20, but 
the payment of compensa- 
tions for these claims will 
depend on funds availability. 
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American Bar Association 
delegation arrives in Amman 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A delegation 
representing the American 
'Bar Association (ABA) ar- 
rived here Saturday on a 
four-day visit aimed at gain- 
ing firsthand information on 
Jordanian laws and regula- 
tions governing investments, 
copyright laws, banking proc- 
edures, etc. 

The visit of the delegation 
is seen by officials as impor- 
tant because most of its mem- 
bers are directly connected 
with American firms doing 
business in the Middle East 
and the impressions on Jor- 
dan that they carry back 
could be highly influential in 
determining American pri- 
vate sector investment in the 
Kingdom. 

The very nature of the de- 
legation's meeting here indi- 
cated that the visitors are 
looking for close familiarisa- 
tion with Jordanian laws and 
regulations on investments 
and related procedures in 
trade as well as industry. 

The delegation, headed by 
Jay M. Vogelson, chairman 
of the ABA’s section of inter- 
national law and practice, 
will meet with Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb, businessmen, offi- 
cials from the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry and the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Commerce as well as 
bankers. 

They will also visit the Am- 
man Financial Market 


(AFM) for a general review 
of the rules and regulations 
governing foreign capital in 
the market. 

Ali Dajani, an advisor at 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry, noted that the delega- 
tion's visit was the first of its 
kind since the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty in October and comes 
amidst Jordan's efforts to 
project itself as an ideal base 
for regional business. 

Mr. Dajani said Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan, president of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, would explain to the 
group, in a meeting on Mon- 
day, the development of 
Jordanian industry and re- 
lated laws and seek to set up 
some form of cooperation be- 
tween the chamber and the 
American Bar Association. 

“The Amman Chamber of 
Industry is the most active 
private sector organisation in 
Jordan,” said Mr. Dajani, 
adding that it had set up and 
was planning to establish spe- 
cial departments dealing with 
issues such as studies and 
information, the environ- 
ment, vocational safety, and 
small and medium-size indus- 
tries. 

Mr. Abu Hassan will also 
seek to enlist the support of 
American lawyers m realising 
Jordan's quest for U.S. assist- 
ance in the form of debt relief 
and economic assistance. 

Most of the members of 
the delegation are based in 
the United States. Others are 
based in the Middle East 
acting on behalf of American 
clients. 


In addition to Mr. Vogel- 
son, the delegation includes: 

Emad Tinawi, special 
counsel to the law firm, 
Facgre and Benson in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota; Edison 
Dick, attorney consultant 
and chairman of the Interna- 
tional Legal Exchange com- 
mittee of the American Bar 
Association; Khaled Akkawi, 
vice-president and owner of 
tax preparation franchises in 
the Chicago area; Ellen 
Bean, general counsel at the 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Trade of Canada; E. William 
Cattan, who represents 
White and Case in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia; William Cox, a 
consultant to the law firm of 
Cox and Wilkinson in Hamil- 
ton, Bermuda; George 
Haimbaugh, a professor of 
law at the University of South 
Carolina School of Law: 
.Abdul Ghafar Hussein, an 
international arbitrator resi- 
dent in Dubai; Sanaa Hus- 
sein, who practises law with 
Tishler and Wald in Chicago; 
George Kraw of Kraw and 
Kraw in San Jose, California; 
Mark Lazarre of Shoemaker, 
Lazarre, Daspit and Black- 
well in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana; Kazunori Uete, a 
member of the legal staff of 
Hitachi Corporation of 
Japan; and Cynthia Wallace, 
senior advisor to the execu- 
tive secretary of the U.N. 
Economic Commission for 
Europe and Geneva. 

The delegation will leave 
Jordan for the Palestinian 
self-rule enclave of Jericho 
on Wednesday. 


£ Major gets a foretaste of Mideast 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
The abrupt cancellation of a 
British minister's visit to 
Israel has given Prime Minis- 
ter John Major a preview of 
the diplomatic minefield he 
will enter on a three-day trip 
to the Middle East starting on 
Sunday. 

Plans for Junior Foreign 
Minister Douglas Hogg to go 
with Mr. Major were drop- 
ped to avert a row over Mr. 
Hogg's intention to visit 
Orient House, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) headquarters in East 
Jerusalem, diplomats said. 

The government's explana- 
tion that Mr. Hogg was 
staying in London because 
his boss. Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, would be ab- 
sent at the same time in the 
Gulf was a '‘transparent ex- 
cuse to avoid a showdown,” 
the Times said in an editorial 
on Friday. 

‘To decide at this stage 
that it was too much to have 
two Foreign Office ministers 


in the region is a lame cover 
for capitulation to intense 
Israeli lobbying,” the news- 
paper said. 

The incident risks oversha- 
dowing Mr. Major's visit, 
which will also take him to 
Jordan and Gaza in a show of 
support for the delicately 
poised Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Hogg's place in Mr. 
Major's party will be taken 
by a senior Foreign Office 
official, Andrew Green, who 
could still ruffle Israeli feath- 
ers with a planned “courtesy 
call” at Orient House. 

Mr. Major himself will 
meet Palestinian officials at 
the residence of the British 
consul-general. 

Officials said Mr. Major, 
the only British prime minis- 
ter to visit Israel apart from 
Margaret Thatcher in 1986, 
hopes to cement the rapid 
improvement in bilateral re- 
lations since Israel signed a 
peace deal with the PLO in 
1993. 


Accompanied by Trade 
Minister Richard Needham 
and a group of leading 
businessmen, Mr. Major also 
wants to stake Britain’s claim 
to a share of any - future 
“peace dividend.” 

‘Trade has long since pas- 
sed diplomacy as the best 
builder of bridges between 
nations,” said Conservative 
Member of Parliament Alan 
Duncan, who takes a dose 
interest in the region. 

In Gaza, which he visited 
as member of parliament in 
1982, Mr. Major will open a 
business seminar and is doe 
to hand over a fleet of SO 
patrol vehides to the poorly 
equipped Palestinian police 
force. 

The donation is on top of 
£75 million ($120 million) in 
aid that Britain has already 
pledged for the Palestinians. 

“We see our aid to the 
Palestinians as helping Israel 
because it contributes to the 
peace process,” an official 
said. 
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TALIBANS: Frontline fighters of the Afghan asyab base southeast of Kabul. Fighting be- 
Tatiban movement armed with a Chinese- tween the TaBbaas and forces of government 
made recoffless rifle rel axin g near thdr Char- erupted Saturday (AFP photo) 



Gulf states 
step up 
measures 
against 
diseases 
from abroad 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
states have agreed that fore- 
ign workers from Asia and 
other main labour suppliers 
should have medical check- 
ups at home before entering 
the region to stop diseases 
spreading from abroad, 
newspapers said. 

Health officials from the 
Gulf Cooperation Conhcil 
(GCC) discussed ways of 
stepping up a campaign to 
stop the spread of contagious 
diseases at talks in Dubai on 
Thursday. 

A GCC health delegation 
is to visit countries which are 
key labour suppliers to dis- 
cuss the measures with au- 
thorities there. 

“The delegation will start 
the visits from next month 
and the measures could be 
enforced from June,” they 
said in a statement. 

“The delegation will also 
discuss agreements to doer- 
mine the health centres that 
will.cany out the.check-ups.” 

At present expatriate 
workers coming to the GCC 
are subjected to random 
screening. 

Authorities in most mem- 
ber states also carry out regu- 
lar raids on restaurants and 
other facilities or force fore- 
igners to produce health cer- 
tificates when they extend 
their residence permits. 

The new measures come 
after several AIDS cases 
were diagnosed in the region 
and the outbreak of plague in 
India late last year. 

More than half the GCCs 
seven-million-strong work- 
force are foreigners, mainly 
from India, Pakistan, Bang- 
ladesh, Sri Lanka, Philip- 
pines and other Asian coun- 
tries. 

They are attracted to the 
region by the high per capita 
income one of the highest in 
the world following the dis- 
covery of oil. 

Officials said GCC states 
— Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — had boosted health 
coordination since. 

Sick foreigners deponed 
from any GCC state were not 
allowed entry. 

The new measures on 
“standards for health moni- 
toring of expatriate labour in 
the GCC’ also tightened 
rules on jobs for sick fore- 
igners. 


Archaeologist resumes 
hunt for Alexander Great 

CAIRO (R) — A Greek 


archaeologist who says she 
has found the tomb of Alex- 
ander the Great at Siwa in 
Egypt’s western desert left 
Cairo on Friday to resume 
excavations. 

Liana Souvaltzi said in 
January she had found the 
tomb but she then left histo- 
rians in suspense by taking a 
one- month break before 
starting to excavate an under- 
ind passage which may 
id to the burial chamber of 
the Macedonian warrior- 
king. 

A Greek team of experts 
who visited the site during 
the break poured cokl water 
on Ms. Souvaltzi’s claims, 
saying they saw nothing to 
prove that the ruins were 
Macedonian, or even that 
they were necessarily the re- 
mains of a tomb, 

Egyptian experts have also 
questioned Ms. SouvaltzTs 
interpretation of three 
ancient tablets found at Siwa. 
She says they prove that Ale- 
xander’s deputy Ptolemy I, 
ruler of Egypt, brought this 
body to Siwa for burial. 

Maged Atallah, a member 
of Ms. Souvaha's team, said 
that before resuming digging, 
die would assess the progress 
of work to drain the passage- 
way, which was dogged with 
mud and water. 

The passageway leads off 
from a concealed crypt at 


main entrance to the site, 
made up of two ruined build- 
ings, one of which is over 50 
metres long. 

“The water has partly re- 
ceded, but there may be 
some preparations needed 
before work resumes, Mr. 
Atallah told Reuters. 

He was speaking at a meet- 
ing late on Thursday of 
Greek and Egyptian histo- 
rians to discuss the Siwa dis- 
covery. 

Most historians, citing 
ancient Greek and Roman 
writers, believe Alexander, 
who died m Babylon in 323 
B.C., was buried in the 
Mediterranean port rity he 
founded — Alexandria. But 
modern excavators have 
foiled to find signs of his 
tomb there. 

Historian Hassan Ragab 
told Thursday’s meeting that 
Ms. Souvaltzi may have unc- 
overed a tomb built for Alex- 
ander but never used for that 
purpose. 

He said that in the tumul- 
tuous years after Alexander’s 
death, his successors quarrel- 
led for the honour of burying 
the man whose conquests 
spread Greek influence 
'throughout tiie Mediterra- 
nean and deep into.. Asia, 

■ ‘Ttolemy himself , may 
have baflt two tombs for Ale- 
xander — one in Siwa and 
another m Alexandria," Mr. 
Ragab said. 


Iran, Philippines to join forces 
to fight drugs, terrorism 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
the Philippines agreed Satur- 
day to boost cooperation in 
the fight against drugs and 
terrorism at the end of a 
one-day visit by Philippines 
President Fidel Ramos. 

Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjam 
described his talks with Mr. 
Ramos as “positive” and said 
the visit — the first by a 
Philippines head of state 
since Iran’s 1979 Islamic re- 
volution — had led to “a 
better climate of trust.” 

Mr. Rafsanjam, quoted in 
an official statement after the 
talks, said the two countries 
could develop cooperation 
“m the struggle against ter- 


rorism and trafficking in 
drugs and arms.” 

The two leaders stressed 
their “political win” to step 
up cooperation and “shared 
views on political matters,” 
the statement said. 

Relations between the two 
countries have been virtually 
non-existent since the Islamic 
revolution. 

Several . technical, trade 
and cultural cooperation 


accords were signed during 
the visit. 

The Philippines leader also 
discussed ways to boost ties 
between the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), to which the Phi- 
lippines belongs, and the 
Economic Cooperation 
Organisation of which Iran is 
a member. 

Trade between Iran and 
tiie six members of ASEAN 
— Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand — 
reached S1.5 billion in 1994. 

Mr. Ramos pledged that 
tiie issue of Muslim minor- 
ities in the south of his coun- 
try would be “solved peace- 
fully.” 

For several years the Ira- 
nian government backed the 
Muslim rebellion led by the 
Moro Liberation Front in the 
south of the Philippines, 
angering Manila. . 

But last summer the Ira- 
nian ambassador to Manila 
pledged that Tehran would 
end its support for the rebel- 
lion. 


Russia, Oman interested in Caspian pipeline 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Leaders of Russia and Oman 
confirmed their intention here Friday to proceed with a 
Caspian pipeline contract which also involves Kazakhstan, 
the news agency ITAR-TASS said. The $1.8 billion 
pipeline project was the main topic at a meeting between 
Russian Prune Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and a 
delegation from the Sultanate of Oman headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister Qais Abdul Munim A1 Zawawi. Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Vitkor Posuvalyuk said both sides 
reaffirmed “a. sincere desire” to build the pipeline, which 
would stretch for several hundred kilometres to carry oil 
produced off tiie shelf of the Caspian Sea. ITAR-TASS 
said the O manis expressed alarm that K az a kh stan, the 
third member of the Caspian pipeline consortium, was not 
at the talks, bat were assured by the Russians that this (fid 
not signal Kazak h doubts about the project. Officials said 
the two sides also discussed economic relations, coopera- 
tion in the oil and gas industry, oil prices, problems within 
the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and cooperation with Iraq. 

Mubarak to visit U.S. next month 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak will pay a visit to Washington next month at the 
invitation of President Bill Clinton, the White House said 
Friday. In Cairo, the official MENA news agency reported 
that Mr. Mubarak would travel to the United ^ State s on 
April 5. White House spokesman Michael McCurry said 
talks between Mr. Clinton and Mr. Mubarak will focus on 
the Middle East peace process, bilateral and regional 
issues. The United Stales is seeking to win support from 
Egypt for an indefini te ex tension of the nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). but Cairo is resisting and 
demanding that Israel also adhere to the treaty. The talks 
between Mr. Clinton and Mr. Mubarak were to be held less 
than two weeks before the opening in New York of a 
170-country conference to discuss the proposed extension 
of the NPT. ' 

Eight arrested in Lebanese drug swoop 

BAALBEK (AFP) — Lebanese police and Syrian soldiers 
arrested eight drug-traffickers in eastern Lebanon on 
Friday after a four-hour siege, officials said. Some 40 kilos 
of hashish resin and 25 kilos of cannabis seeds were also 
seized along with a number of personal arms, the official 
agency ANI said. The arrests took place in the villages of 
Kfordan and Jiha, about 15 kilometres from tiie town of 
Baalbek whose 3,000 residents have lived for years from 
trafficking hashish. 

16 dead in Oromo-Somali fighting 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least 16 people, ind 
four dan leaders, have been killed and 23 others woun 
in fighting between Somalis and Oromos in Ethiopia's 
southern district of Negele near the border with Somalis 
and Kenya, a Somali dan leader d aimed here Friday. Issak 
Mohammad Abdi (Issaq Dhere), told press conference 
here that it was “tiie Oromos, who are faring political 
problems, who bad first atteked their Somali neighbours" 
over a long-standing land dispute. He appealed to Somafa 
in Somalia to support their compatriots in Ethiopia, 
warning that the conflict could spread to other parts of the 
region. But tiie Oromo liberation Front (OLF) repre- 
sentative in Mogadishu, Garbi Wajira, said the Oromos 
were in fact “fighting the ruling Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF).” 

U.S. defence secretary to visit Guif 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S.^Oefence Secretary William 
Perry will visit Saudi Arabia and four other Gulf states this 
month to discuss military cooperation with leaders in the 
key oil-producing region, the Pentagon said on Friday. In 
addition to planned talks with King Fahd and Saudi 
officials, Mr. Perry will meet leaders in Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates during his March 
18-23 visit to the area, where the United States is keeping a 
dose watch on Iraq and Iran. 

Beirut publisher sues police 

BEIRUT (R) — A Beirut publishing house said on Friday 
it has filed a lawsuit against police for confiscating a book 
by late liberal Islamist writer Al-Sadeq A1 Nayhoum. Dar 
A1 Rayyes, publisher of the book “An Islam Against 
Islam,” said in a statement the ban on the book was illegal 
as security forces had no authority under Lebanese law to 
order confiscation of publications. Police seized copies of 
“An Islam Against Islam” and two other books by Mr. 
Nayhoum in January at tiie request of Mufti Mohammad 
Rashid Qabbani, Lebanon's highest Sunni Muslim religious 
authority. Lebanese law allows heads of religious groups to 
order confiscation of books they consider offensive to their 
beliefs. 

Germany agrees to extradite Kurdish militants 

BONN (AP) — The German government announced 
Friday that it had agreed to extradite Kurdish criminal 
suspects under terms it said would ensure they are not 
tortured or otherwise abused in Ttirkey. It did not say when 
it would begin extraditions. Nor did it say bow man y or 
which militant Kurdish separatists would be returned 10 
Turkey. The agreement follows talks between interior 
ministers Manfred Kantfaer of Germany and Nahit Mentese 
of Tkukey. It applies to members of tire Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), which tiie Bonn government banned in tote 
1993. The interior ministry made the announcement in * 
statement Friday evening. It said Turkish authorities have 
agreed to let Bonn know whether a candidate for extradition 
faces criminal proceedings and what the consequences 
could be, especially if the death penalty is involved. 
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Armeataa Cathode Chord) Tel. 
771331. 

Aiwuliu Orthodox Cloth TcL 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Qnrdi Tel. 
652526. 

Ewntdka) Utberaa Chmch Tel: 

824328. 

Con— opralini EraagelkaJ Can- 
g r t ra don Tel. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel 654932 
Church of Nmartnc Tcl.675691. 

The Bv an g slfcal Local Church h 


CHURCHES 

Sl. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SwrilMi, Tel 810740 
A&crabUa of Cod Church, Tel. 

632785. 

Su Joseph Church Td. 624590- 
Chorch of the Aamradethm Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church Td. 661757 
Tcrrassncta Qnrdi Tel: 622366 
Church of the A nnul H o p Td. 
623541. 


Td. 811293 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Unstable weather conditions will 
prevail, thus there will be a chance 
of scattered showers with winds 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
moderate weather condkioos will 
prevail, with winds northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Min JMax. temp. 

Amman 7/14 

Aqaba 12/23 

Deserts 6/18 

Jordan Valley 10/20 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 


Amman 17, Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent, 
Aqaba 26 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 663254 

Dr. Ghazi Abdullah 884286 

Dr. Nida) As'ad 751672 

Dr. KhaQ Abo Marjoub ... 683552 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisni pharmacy 637660 

Nairoajh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

name 

Dr. Payer AlOadi 248743 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa’d 989000 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Ovil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue-. 63Q341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,63777? 

Fits Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoKee 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Ref»"» 623101 

Abdul Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 600100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Aba Infl: Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jatal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmcsani ...... 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Msashcr Hospital ..... 667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaE ...... 666127/37 

AI-AhG. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Af-Mohajrecn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army- Vfcrt* 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240*30 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09) 

IbuSina Hospital i 

AlHikin Modem H«p«sl ©9)990990 
nunk 

Princen Bam Honhal , 

Greek CktbcSc Hospital 
jtaMKaiccs Hospital (nyHawm 

Princes Hays Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department ai UK Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)S32W- 
5. whcrc it should always be veri- 
Bed. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

■5*5 Bangkok (RJ) 

•*35 iedc 

•W5 ...... Abu Dhabi. Dubai 

IfclO Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 Beirut I 

IfclS Doha. Bahrain. I 

Paris) 

nm New York. Amsterdam | 

*7:55 London ) 

!*:*• Brussels, Geneva L-, 

*8j 4® Athens (RJ) 

*S=4S Frankfurt (RJ) 

IfcSS Vienna (RJ) 

28:15 Room (RJ) 

2fc20 Madrid (RJ) 

•8:15 Aqaba (RJ) 


Cairo (RJ) 

. Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

1205 Manama (GP) 

2MS ....................... Cairo (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 

Istanbul fTK) 

•1 : 10 Amster dam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

«*• Aqaba) 

J** Banu| 

•®*3® Frankfurt | 

**55 Vienna) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York) 

Rome) 

11:38 Tima) 

11:45 Casablanca ( 

**-58 Athens) 

Dhahran) 

*6:15 .....Cairo) 

2fc30 Jeddah ) 

New Delhi) 

**»5 Aqaba) 

21:25 ...... Abu Dhabi, Dubai | 

Dhafcran | 

Aqaba) 

5*5® Singapore. Jakarta) 

^ 8a K! 

Othor Flights (Terminal 2) 

Rome (A2 

— — - Beirut (Me 

I3s3 * Doha. Muscat (GI 


Cairo {W 

■ (« 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 



Upperflower price m Gh pet *t- 

Apple -- 780/ 

Banana (Mnfcammar) 520 

Cabbage 120/® 

Carrot _ .. 170/89 

Cauliflower K0. 

Cucumbers (large) 90/40 

Cucumbers (smati) 200/ HR 

Eggplant 140/8* 

Crank 1200/800 

Green beans 280/1** 

Lemon 350 / 240 

Marrow (brae) ... 90/* 

Manw (smaH) *30/*® 

Ooiontereea) 26tf 



Pepper (hot) 700(2® 

Pepper (sweet) 380 280 

Potato 330/220 

Raffish 120/80 

Spinach *0*5 

String Beans . 650/4* * 

Tomato If*****? 
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Educational Exchange. Participating here Elis Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
in the visit are Ministo - of Higher Ednca- Saturday reviews bilateral educational 
tion Rateb Saoud and U.S. Ambassador cooperation during a visit to the 
to Jordan Wesley Egan Jordanian-American Commission on 

Crown Prince visits office of 
Binational Fulbright Commission 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Saturday 
underlined the importance of 
the exchange -of information 
between Jordan and the U.S. 
in educational and academic 
fields saying this would re- 
flect positively on the Jorda- 
nian society and its educa- 
tional institutions. 


During a visit to the office 
of the Jordanian-American 
Commission for Educational 
Exchange (JACEE) in Am- 
man. also known as the Bina- 
tional Fulbright Commission, 
Prince Hassan said cultural 
exchanges play a signifiant 
role in enhancing cultural and 
technological dialogue be- 
tween researchers and stu- 
dents in both countries. 

He said this would lead to 
more interaction and would 
support the educational pro- 
1 cess in a manner serving the 
local society. 

The Crown Prince stressed 
the importance of exchanging 
scholars and researchers be- 
tween Jordan and the U.S. 
and the utilisation of Jorda- 
nian and Arab capabilities in 
the U.S. to serve Jordan's 
balanced message at the 
American leveL.-, . 

He called for bolding semi- 
nars to improve the image'pf 9 
Arabs, Muslims and Islam in 
the West and to highlight 
Jordan's cultural image m va- 


rious parts of the world. 

The Crown Prince added 
that in terms of publications 
“we have had over 20 
nationalities participating in 
and publishing the works of 
history and archaeology con- 
ferences, whether at the 
Bilad A1 Sham conference, or 
the publications of the Arab 
Thought Forum or the the 
Islamic Centre for Civilian 
Studies. We are producing 
books on Muslim attitudes 
towards non-Muslims, produc- 
ing books which are relevant 
to promoting moderate 
Islam. Instead of complaining 
about extremism, one should 
ask oneself what active mod- 
eration is doing. And yet the 
problem is that many of these 
books are gathering dust on 
bookshelves.*’ 

Prince Hassan and JACEE 
officials discussed the need to 
enhance dialogue and ex- 
change of information and 
views. 

Commission members Bas- 
sam Saket and Marwan Kam- 
al also underlined the import- 
ance of having dialogue be- 
tween intellectuals, saying 
such dialogue should be ex- 
panded to become acceptable 
i.socjaJ behaviour. . < 

Nevertheless, they said, 
i the intellectuals shpuld know 
the limits of their freedoms 
within a framework of re- 
sponsibility. 


Commission Executive 
Director Alain McNamara 
briefed Prince Hassan on the 
commission’s duties and acti- 
vities in the field of promot- 
ing educational cooperation 
among students and scholars 
in both countries. 

Mr. McNamara said the 
commission offers cost- 
sharing grants to Jordanian 
students and scholars who 
want to pursue higher studies 
in the U.S. as well as to 
American students wishing to 
study Arabic or do research 
in Jordan. 

The commission, he said, 
facilitates the process of ex- 
changing researchers doing 
specialised scientific studies 
with the aim of enhancing 
cultural cooperation. 

The commission, whose 
office in Amman was opened 
last December, was estab-. 
lished in accordance with a 
bilateral cooperation agree- 
ment signed between Jordan 
and the U.S. in 1993. 

It is a non-profit organisa- 
tion that offers scholarships 
to students and teachers and 
scholars from both countries. 

_ Prince Hassan was : accom- 
panied on his . visiC/ ta the 
office by Higher Education 
Minister , Rateb A1 Saoud, 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley Egan and other offi- 
cials from the commission. 
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25 women artists display 
the world through their eyes 
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By lan AtaUa 

■Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “The World 
Through the Eyes of 
Women” at Baiadna Gallery 
brings to mind, in an offhand 
way, the mythical phoenix. 

. After raising the greatest 
{expectations at first with its 
ambitious format — a group 
exhibition which brings 
together no less than 25 of 
Jordan's women artists, 
several among the foremost 
in the country — it then 
proceeds to disappoint. 

And then somehow, in a 
mysterious way, it rises from 
its own ashes to present hope 
once more. 

The exhibit's brochure 
makes it dear it has not been 
held for the sake of generat- 
ing commercial sales, but for 
a cause and conviction in- 
stead — to give a chance for a 
diverse spectrum of local 
women artists, from well- 
known professionals to 
obscure but promising 
amateurs, to gather together 
and present a wbolistic, 
bird's-eye view of their sepa- 
rate voices and visions. 

. Due to this widely diver- 
gent range of working experi- 
ence between the 25 partiri- 
pants of “The World 
Through the Eyes of 
Women,” only the most self- 
righteous critic would sit in 
judgement as if the exhibit 
were a fully professional 
event — it is not, as one 
participant was completely 
unashamed to admit. 

“I’m an amateur, not a 
professional," Sana'a At 
Masri, a painter, told the 
Jordan Times. Unlike some 
of the heavyweights in the 
exhibit, Ms. Masri was simply 
drawn to paint by “the 
beautiful things I see every- 
where,” without any addi- 
tional pricking spur of ambi- 
tion. 

Even keeping in mind, 
however, that the exhibit is 
an all-inclusive event rather 
than an exdusive affair for 
rirtuosos only, one still felt 
Something lacking. Perhaps 
this was because the seven or 
eight artists of high stature, 

. who should have provided a 
core to enhance the displays 
of the other artists, failed to 


*r*t ..j 




Desert cityscape by Suha EL Noorsi 


present truly compelling 
works, although a print by 
Mona Saudi and several small 
impressionist paintings by 
Rula Shuqairi were of fine 
quality. 

Eye-catchers were rare to 
find among the rest of the 
work presented, but a few 
gems were to be found. 

Perhaps the most intri- 
guing work of the entire ex- 
hibition was a wonderfully- 
sculpted abstract, triangular 
head, carved out of brown 
and rose-red sandstone by 
Larisa Najjar. . 

Thus it is that somewhat 
unfortunately, “The World 
Through the Eyes of 
Women,” despite its intri- 
guing framework, provides 
the viewer with an incom- 
plete sense of satisfaction. 
Even so, the sincere enthu- 
siasm and conviction of some 
participants, such as Alia 
Ammoura, remains behind. 

“A woman artist in this 
country has to really fight if 
she wants to make something 
of herself,” said Ms. 
Ammoura. “She has to put 
up with a lot of nos, a lot of 
refusals." 

Even if some of the ex- 
hibit's partidpams were “still 
on their way’’ in their 
artwork, she felt that what 
was so critical was that “this 


gallery has given them an 
opportunity” to partidpate, 
and to learn from the many 
other artists’ experience and 
work as well. 

With such a spirit, said Ms. 
Masri, Jordan would have the 
potential to reach levels of 
artwork seen “in bigger na- 
tions. Our small size should 
not be an excuse.” 

Besides such 
consdousn ess- raising efforts 
as this exhibit, she said, there 
were other means — art clas- 
ses at local schools and col- 
leges, public seminars and 
lectures, higher standards of 
art criticism in local newspap- 
ers, and more. 

Not only would Jordan's 
artists prosper as a result, she 
suggested, but audiences 
would become more edu- 
cated and critical as well. 

And so, if “The World 
Through the Eyes of 
Women” cannot be highly 
rated for the artwork which 
was actually presented, it 
manages to give ample food 
for thought, and point to 
doors which, if entered, may 
offer more than ample atone- 
ment for this exhibit’s weak- 
nesses. 

The exhibit, which opened 
on the occasion of Interna- 
tional Women’s Day, March 
8, continues until March 18. 
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2 labourers kiUed, 1 injured on work site 

Sewerage ditch wall collapses burying victims 


By Rana Hussemi 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Two men 
w^re killed and a third was 
injured Saturday when a 
dirt wall caved in and 
buried them under three 
metres of sand and stone, 
police and Gvi) Defence 
Department (CDD) offi- 
cials said. 

The three workers, all 
Egyptian nationals, were 
drilling a new sewerage sys- 
tem in a 4.5mxlimx7m 
ditch around noon in the 
Gardens Street area. “AD 
of a sadden one side of the 
dirt wall collapsed burying 
the three men,” a witness 
told the Jordan limes. 

According to a worker 
on the site, one side of the 
opening was supposed to 
have been supported by 
blocks of wood to prevent a 
possible collapse. 

“The land at one ride 
suffered from sliding gravel 
and it needed support, bat 
I don’t know why the sup- 
port was not placed,” he 
said. 

In addition, he added, a 
Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) engineer was sup- 
posed to be present during 
the time of the digging, but 
“no one representing the 
WAJ was present at that 
time.” 

According to a WAJ offi- 
cial, the project was small 
and “it was not necessary 
to have an engineer to su- 
pervise the project at this 
stage.” 

“They were still digging 
the canal, and it was not 
necessary to have a en- 
gineer to supervise the pro- 
jqpt,” the WAJ official, 
who preferred anonymity, 
told the Jordan Times. 

CDD rescue teams called 
to the rite of the accident 


took under an hour to lo- 
cate the body of the first 
victim identified only as 
Abdoh, 20. The worker’s 
t was pulled from the 
rubble at about 1:30 p.m. 

When the victim was car- 
ried out of the 'ditch, some 
women standing by started 
crying, and a large crowd 
began to gather to watch 
the rescue operation. 

When the victim was 
placed on the stretcher, a 
lond yell was heard and a 
fellow Egyptian worker 
was seen jumping towards 
the victim and sobbing over 
the body. 

The second victim, the 
only survivor and identified 
by his first name, Sa’id, 28, 
was polled out two hours 
later. The third victim, 
Mohammad, 24, was pulled 
out five minutes later. 

CDD officers’ attempts 
to administer exygen were 
fruitless because two of the 
victims were already dead. 

“It was a tough operation 
because the ditch was very 
tight, and one of the work- 
er’s leg (Abdoh) was stuck 
under the ground, and we 
had to dig vety carefully so 
that we would not hurt the 
only survivor,” a CDD offi- 
cial said. 

The contractor in charge 
of the site was rushed to the 
Speciality Hospital suffer- 
ing from shock. The sole 
survivor was also taken to 
the Speciality Hospital. 
The deceased were taken 
to the Jordan University 
Hospital. 

None of the three work- 
ers were wearing protective 
helmets. Saturday’s work 
related deaths bring the 
total number for the year to 
eight. 

Last year. 23 people 
were killed and more than 
13.000 were injured in 
work related accidents. 



Civil Defence Department rescue weri ten, 
police and water authority officials at the 
scene of Saturday’s accident which killed 
two labourers and injured another who 


were trapped under sand and stone while 

(Photo by 


Rana Husseini) 


Rape, murder suspect 
confesses — police 


By Rana Husseini 

Special Jp-tbe Jordan Times 

z£&QA — ?A r 47'-f ear-^ld . 
man-<jcmfessed to the mur- 
der of a ten-year-old Zarqa 
camp girl after a sexual 
assault, Zarqa police 
announced Saturday. 

Colonel Adnan Abdul- 
Iat, director of the Zarqa 
Police Department, identi- 
fied the man only as Shehsh 
M. S. a service driver who 
works on the Jabal Abiad 
route, and said he had con- 
fessed to raping and 
nr'rdering the girl. 

fhe suspect is married to 
two women, and has a son, 

7, and a daughter 8, Col. 
Abdullat told a press con- 
ference. 

The suspect told police 
that he picked Samar 
Ghothein while he was on 
duty on AI Shahid Street. 
He said four passengers 
were already in the car. 
After dropping the other 
passengers off, the suspect 
took the victim to wooded 
area in Yajouz and raped 
her, said Col. Abdullat. 

According to the police 
report, the girl started 
bleeding, and the suspect 
said he tried to stop the 
bleeding but failed. The 
suspect said he had no 
ot er choice but to kill the 
girl to hide his crime, the 
report said. 

The suspect said he 
strangled the girl with his 
bare bands then took the 
body and dumped it in a 


valley near Abu Alia area 
-in. Tabarbour^ — — - 
. Samar’s body was found 
'orf Feb: "24 bya^shapberd 
two=' days -after sbe was-kil- 
led. 

The child, was reported 
missing on Feb. 22 after she 
was last seen riding in a 
blue car by a schoolmate, 
police said.. 

Col. Abdullat told the 
press conference that 
police traced the child's 
movements on that day. 
and concluded that Shelish 
M. was the main suspect. 

according to the police 
official, the suspect did not 
know or have any relation 
with the victim or her fami- 
ly- 

In the meantime. Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) frogmen Saturday 
retrieved the bodies of two 
men. both aged 19, who 
were reported to have 
drowned in the Hidan area 
in Madaba on Friday. 

The dead were identified 
by the CDD as Ibrahim 
Mohammad Suleiman and 
Mahmoud Saber Mality. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times that the area 
in which the two men went 
swimming was full of 
undertows. He called on 
citizens to avoid swimming 
in these hazardous areas. 

CDD statistics of 1994 
indicated that there were 
80 reported swimming acci- 
dents which killed 36 peo- 
ple and injured nine. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


BALLET 

& Performance by the Prague Chamber Ballet (organised 
by the' National Music Conservatory and the Czech 
Embassy) the Royal Cultural Centre main theatre at 
8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

Film entitled “High School Confidence" at the Amer- 
ican Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

if Lecture (in Arabic) entitled “The Family and the Social 
Changes in the Gulf Countries" by Baqer Al Najjar at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Nadi Irtemcdik at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

-6- Exhibition of art by Rula Shukairy at the French 
Cultmal Centre. 

A- Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Hana Malallah at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

☆ Three exhibitions of plastic art by George EdObi, 
Abdullah Kamaleh, and Mohammad Mqjali at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

fr Exhibition by Syrian artist Marwan Qassab Bashi at 
Darat Al Fnmm. Also showing a permanent exhibition of 
contemporary Arab artists. 


Rawabdeh attends celebration 
for International Women’s Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — De- 
putising for Her Royal High- 
-fless Princess 'Basma, Deputy 
Prime Minister and- Educa- 
tion' Minister ''AtxhiTRhduf 
Rawabdeh Saturday attended 
Irbid Govemorate's celebra- 
tions of International 
Women’s Day organised by 
the Irbid Culture Depart- 
ment in cooperation with the 
National Committee for 
Women. 

Department Director Sulei- 
man Azra'i delivered an 
address in which he com- 
mended the Jordanian 
women’s pursuit to gain their 
rights and affirm their active 
participation in the national 
development process. 

Dr. Azra'i said the 
women’s struggle for equality 
and the fulfillment of their 
rights depicts man's struggle 
against injustices, slavery. 


racism, poverty, unemploy- 
ment,- persecution 'and'wars. 
• He -said: 'Jordanian laws 
have at. an early stage. re- 
sponded to the requirements 
of modern time and thus they 
were progressive in giving 
women their rights, including 
the right to vote and to run 
for parliament and public 
offices. 

The Ministty of Culture, 
Mr. Azra’i said, realises the 
cultural and social dimen- 
sions of women's issues. Thus 
the ministry helps uncover 
women's creative capabilities 
and potentials in cities, vil- 
lages and desert areas, and 
nourishes them in coopera- 
tion with other national in- 
stitutions. he added. 

The commission's rappor- 
teur in Irbid Governorate, 
Nada Tell, also delivered an 


address in which she under- 
lined the -importance of 
observing. .Women's day. 
sayjpg it .is ^considered a 
national holiday in many of 
the world's countries. 

Noting that this day has a 
special significance, she said 
there was a growing interest 
in women's issues in various 
fields and by the various con- 
cerned authorities at the 
national level, especially by 
the National Committee for 
Women which is chaired by 
Princess Basma. 

This commission was 
established in 1992 as a forum 
for discussing policies of con- 
cern to women, she said. 

The celebration, held at 
the Irbid municipality build- 
ing, included national dances 
and songs performed by 
school children. 



Lower House Speaker Sa’ad Hayel Srtrar 
Saturday presides over a meeting of die 


foDow-np committee to die Arab- African 
Parliamentary Dialogue (Petra photo) 


Jordan to host meeting of 
Arab- African parliamentarians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will host 
the seventh meeting of the 
general assembly of the Arab 
African Parliamentary Dia- 
logue next year with the par- 
ticipation of 30 countries. 

The decision was taken 
unanimously by participants 
of the foUow-up committee to 
die Arab- African Parliamen- 
tary Dialogue which con- 
cluded its meetings here 
yesterday. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’ad 
Hayel Srour said parlia- 
mentarians stressed the need 
for cooperation and coor- 
dination in all fields among 
Arab and African countries. 

“There has been special 


emphasis on human rights 
and democracy and their im- 
plementation in Arab and 
African countries,’’ Mr. 
Srour told the Jordan Times. 
“Parliamentarians called for 
more cooperation and coor- 
dination among participating 
countries,” be said. 

Only Jordan, Egypt and 
Sudan representing the Arab 
countries attended the one- 
day conference which was 
held at Parliament. 

African countries included 
Senega], Cameroon, Ghana, 
Burkina Faso and repre- 
sentatives of the genera] sec- 
retariat of the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union as well as 
the African Parliaments Un- 
ion. 

Also on Saturday’s agenda 
was the issue of the poor 


Arab and African countries 
and means of reducing their 
debt burden. 

Participants also discussed 
the issue of weapons of 
destruction in the region. 

Head of the Ghanaian de- 
legation, Arthur Spico, -4id 
in an interview with Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
meeting was a good oppor- 
tunity for all parties in their 
efforts to enhance Arab- 
African cooperation. 

“Arab and African coun- 
tries suffer from the same 
economic and social prob- 
lems,” he said. “Solutions to 
these problems might be 
similar too. And that’s why 
joint efforts on the regional 
and international arenas 
would ensure their success." 
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Voting begins in Bihar; 13 die 
as 3 Indian states count votes 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Thirteen people were killed 
in election-related violence as 
three Indian states with 100 
million voters began counting 
ballots that could help deter- 
mine the fate of Prime Minis- 
ter P.V. Narasxmha Rao's 
government. 

A magistrate and his driver 
were tailed when a bomb 
exploded as violence-maned 
assembly elections began in 
the eastern state of Bihar. 

They were killed im- 
mediately and a policeman 
was injured when the bomb 
went off in a small village, 
local agencies reported. Au- 
thorities accused extremists 
who have boycotted the 
assembly elections. 

On Friday, five people 
assembling a bomb were tol- 
led when the device went off 
in a remote village in Bihar. 

Elsewhere in the state, 
activists from rival political 
parties exchanged gunfire 
and threw bombs at each 
other Saturday in the town of 
Gaya. Armed men ransacked 
four voting booths in the 
village of Makbdoompur, au- 
thorities said. 

Six people were killed in 
the southern state of Andhra 
Pradesh Friday, including 
three who died when a bomb 
exploded in a house in a small 
village. The state held the 
second and final phase of 
local, or Panchayat Raj, elec- 


tions' Friday. 

Dozens of people have 
been killed in violence linked 
to electro ik in seven states, 
including more than 40 in 
Bihar in recent weeks. 

Last month Mr. Rao's 
Congress Patty won elections 
to keg> a fragile grip on 

power in tbe small northeast- 
ern state of Manipur, the 
only state among six bolding 
assembly polls which has 
announced the results. 

State elections have no 
direct impact on die composi- 
tion of parliament in die 
federal capital New Delhi. 

But Mr. Rao’s authority 
was shaken when Congress 
suffered defeat in three of 
four states that held assembly 
elections late last year, in- 
cluding his home state of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Following the reversals. 
Congress dissident Arjun 
Singh, one of Mr/ Rao’s main 
rivals, quit the cabinet in 
protest and accused the 
prime minister of ignoring 
die poor and minority Mus- 
lim, seen as traditional Con- 
gress supporters. 

Mr. Singh has since been 
tonring the country, rallying 
party rebels. 

In the latest round of polls. 
Congress faced an uphill bat- 
tle in several states. 

But tbe party’s expecta- 
tions have been so reduced 
that Mr. Rao could emerge 


with only braises from the 
last major set of state polls 
before general elections next 
year. 

Congress was expected to 
retain power in the small 
northeastern state of Ara- 
nachal Pradesh, which held 
its assembly poDs Saturday. 

Vote counting began 
Saturday in three of the big- 
gest states which together 
have more than 100 million 
voters — Gujarat, Orissa and 
Maharashtra, India’s richest 
state. 

All three states voted 
either last month or earlier in 
March but held off counting 
until Saturday. A trend in 
results was expected to 
emerge later in the day but 
the final tally would not come 
before Sunday, officials said. 

In Bombay, the capital of 
Maharashtra and India’s 
financial hub, police stood 
guard outside each of the 
city’s 34 counting centres, 
shooting away bystanders. 

Nearly 20,000 police and 
paramilitary forces were de- 
ployed to maintain order in 
the state, authorities said. 

Business leaders said 
Saturday, tbe Indian govern- 
ment wfl] pursue frce-markel 
re f or ms undated in 1991 even 
if the' ruling Congress (I) 
Party suffers defeats in cru- 
cial state elections. 

Businessmen and financial 
analysts sought to allay fears 


Bangladesh delays Nasreen trial again 


DHAKA (AFP) — The blas- 
phemy trial of writer Taslima 
Nasreen was give a new delay 
Saturday, this time by 35 days 
after the prosecution said it 
has not yet received govern- 
ment approval to proceed. 

Magistrate A.K.M Kama- 
luddin reset the hearing for 
April 15, the sixth postpone- 
ment since charges were filed 
in November 1993 against the 
writer, now in exile in 
Sweden. 

Public Prosecutor Abdur 
Razzaque Khan said only 


that "procedural tangles” 
had held up government 
approval. 

In early January, a two- 
member High Court bench 
rejected a request by Nas- 
reen's lawyer that her trial in 
absentia for blaspheming 
Islam be dismissed. 

But the judges ordered the 
magistrate to halt action until 

g prosecutors got formal 
roval for the trial from 
Home Ministry. 

The magistrate Saturday 


ruled that if prosecutors 
failed again to produce the 
“sanction,” then he would 
consider a stay order. 

Nasreen, who was in 
Copenhagen this weekend 
for the U.N. Summit on So- 
cial Development, fled Bang- 
ladesh because of threats to 
her life by several Muslim 
fundamentalist groups. She 
has been accused by foe Dha- 
ka authorities of "hurting re- 
ligious sentiments” of Mus- 
lims in this largely Islamic 
country. 


Belarus force reduction Helms;, 
suspension worries West Aristide 


VIENNA (AFP) — A deci- 
sion by Belarus to stop des- 
troying armaments in de- 
fiance of its obligations under 
the Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty has 
worried other treaty part- 
ners, a Western diplomat said 
here. 

Belarus President Alexan- 
der Lukashenko said that 
Minsk could no longer afford 
financially to scrap the tanks, 
combat aircraft and other 
weapons it is supposed to 
under the 1990 treaty. 

Mr. Lukashenko, quoted 
by the Russian Interfax News 
Agency, called for an inter- 
national fond to be set up to 
assist, saying he had discus- 
sed foe problem with Euro- 
pean Union leaders in Brus- 
sels last weekend. 

But the Belarus president 
also said that his country, 
“one of the most peaceful in 
Europe,” was anxious about 
having a common border 
with the North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO) 
once other eastern European 
countries join that alliance. 

However Foreign Minister 
Vladimir Senko insisted later 
that the decision was purely 
financial, and did not mean 
Minsk was pulling out of the 
treaty. He said that Belarus, 
the former Soviet republic of 
Bielonissia, was "saturated 
with arms.” 

A Western diplomat in 
Vienna, from where the rep- 


resentatives of foe 30 treaty 
countries monitor the imple- 
mentation of the accord, cal- 
led tf : decision “very wor- 
rying,” as it could create a 
precedent. 

The treaty signatories are 
already under strong pressure 
from Russia to modify the 
terms of the accord to allow it 
to transfer more troops to foe 
Caucasus, where Moscow is 
fighting a separatist rebellion 
in Chechenya. 

Nov. 17 is the deadline for 
the states concerned to have 
cut their forces to the levels 
laid down in the treaty, and 
the diplomat said that so far 
Belarus had met its obliga- 
tions at each stage of foe 
reduction process. 

Among Minsk's targets 
were to cut the number of its 
tanks from 3.400 to 1,800 in 
the five-year period, and its 
other armoured vehicles from 
3.824 to 2,600. 

The Western diplomat said 
that Belarus' treaty partners 
had not reacted favourably to 
foe request for a special fond, 
confirming a statement by 
Mr. Senko that Western 
countries were affaid that 
others would also demand 
financial aid. 

Mr. Senko said Thursday 
that NATO ambassadors had 
insisted that Belarus respect a 
treaty they considered to be 
foe backbone of security in 
Europe. 


Premier: Quebec will vote 
on independence this year 


MONTREAL (AP) — An 
independence referendum 
will be held this year as prom- 
ised. and Quebec voters will 
be asked to approve total 
separation from Canada 
rather than a political asso- 
ciation. Premier Jacques 
Parizeau said Thursday. 

Mr. Parize3u's Parti 
Ouebecois was elected last 
year on a platform to take the 
French-speaking province 
out of Canada, but opinion 
polls consistently show sup- 
port for independence falls 
short of a majority. 

There has been widespread 
speculation recently that Mr. 
Parizeau would postpone the; 
referendum or devise a d#F' 
luted question on sovereignty 
that he could be sure to win. 

“I feel very much con- 
vinced. maybe even more so. 
that it (the referendum must 
take place in 1995.” Mr. 
Parizeau said Thursday after 


returning from a 10-day vaca- 
tion in Mexico. 

"The question will be clear 
and simple and the question 
will be a winning one.” he 
said. 

Mr. Parizeau said that 
while the referendum ques- 
tion would not refer to a 
political association with the 
rest of Canada, he has not 
ruled out the possibility of an 
economic association. 

“I don’t have a closed mind 
on this." he said. 

A referendum on 
"sovereignty-association” 
with Canada was defeated in 
1981). partly because the 
question was awkwardly 
word 




iany French Canadians 
feel like second-class citizens 
in their own country, with its 
English-speaking majority, 
and feel that independence is 
the only way to preserve their 
language and culture. 


creating 

Cuba-style 

system 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The chairman of the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee asserted Thurs- 
day that President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide has estab- 
lished Cuban-style "vigilance 
committees” to keep watch 
on political opponents. 

Senator Jesse Helms, a 
conservative Republican and 
longtime Aristide critic, 
questioned whether the U.S. 
military intervention in Haiti 
was worth the cost, which he 
projected at S1.8 billion. The 
Clinton administration esti- 
mates SI .5 billion. "1 don’t 
know of any democratic 
■values that Aristide has ever 
demonstrated,” Sen. Helms 
said. 

Administration witnesses 
at a committee hearing didn’t 
respond directly to Sen. 
Helms' charges that "vigi- 
lance committees” are en- 
forcing Aristide's rule. As 
described by Sen. Helms, the 
groups recall the Committees 
for the Defence of the Re- 
volution in Cuba, which Fidel 
Castro established in 1960 as 
his regime’s principal instru- 
ment of surveillance. 

But Strobe Talbott, foe 
State Department's second- 
ranking official as deputy 
secretary of state, defended 
Mr. Aristide's democratic 
credentials. He said the Hai- 
tian leader is arranging for 
legislative and municipal 
elections in June and for 
presidential elections in De- 
cember. 

In addition, he said, Mr. 
Aristide has "nine or 10" 
political parties represented 
in his cabinet as part of a 
reconciliation policy. 

"He’s come under some 
criticism from his traditional 
supporters for reaching out 
to all elements of Haitian 
society and all across the 
Haitian politicaT spectrum,” 
Mr. Taloott said. 

Sen. Heims alleged that rid 
to Haiti eats up 15 per cent of 
the State Department’s 
assistance budget for the 
''Western hemisphere even 
though only one-lOth of 1 per 
cent of the hemisphere's 
population is Haitian. 

He also said Mr. Aristide 
has replaced half foe coun- 
try’s elected mayors with his 
own supporters. 


that foe liberalisation policy 
could slow down if the Con- 
gress lost foe polls held in 
February and March. 

“There will be no setback 
to the reforms even if the 
Congress loses," said Dilip 
Shah, commercial director of 
the U.S. pharmaceutical firm 
Pfizer, echoing a confident 
mood in the country’s finan- 
cial capital here. 

He said a multi-party con- 
sensus seemed to be building 
around foe reforms, initiated 
by Mr. Rao after he took 
office in 1991, although 
opposition parties initially 
called them a sell-out to in- 
ternational aid agencies. 

"Even opposition parties 
which have recently taken 
power in states are going all 
out in selling state-owned 
companies,” Mr. Shah said.- 

“Tbe reforms have 
gathered a momentum of 
their own and they cannot be 
stopped,” he added. 

The free-tnarket reforms 
came under a doud after foe 
Congress suffered a rout in 
two major states in Decem- 
ber when the party sought a 
vote in favour of the liber- 
alisation policy. 

Mr. Rao later claimed the 
reforms had nationwide 
backing. But be did not make 
them an election issue while 
campaigning in the stale of 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and 
Orissa. 

Angolan 
rebels 
agree to 
withdraw 
troops 

LUANDA, Angola (AP) — 
UNTTA rebels have agreed 
to withdraw their troops from 
a volatile northern region, 
ending a three-week impasse 
that was stalling a peace deal 
for this African nation, the 
U.N. representative said 
Thursday. 

Alouine Blondin Beyc told 
reporter^ (P ' l rebel chief Jonas 
Savimbi had assured him 
Wednesday at a meeting in 
central Angola that UNTTA 
troops were withdrawing 
from the northern City of 
Uige to nearby Negaje, en- 
ding weeks of contention and 
concerns that the peace deal 
signed last November was ab- 
out to go off tbe rails. 

Mr. Beye quoted Mr. 
Savimbi as saying withdrawal 
began on March 6 but gave 
no confirmation that U.N. 
observers had confirmed 
that. He said Mr. Savimbi 
had accepted “without condi- 
tion” a disengagement plan 
penned by government. 

The Malian also said Mr. 
Savimbi had pledged U.N. 
military observers access to 
rebel-controlled areas and 
had agrqed to a demining 
plan that should dear the way 
for a 7,000-strong U.N. 
peacekeeping force to ce- 
ment peaM after 19 years of 
civil war. 

Speaking to reporters after 
meeting with a joint commis- 
sion of UNTTA, government 
and U.N. military offidals 
and U.S., Portuguese and 
Russian diplomats, Mr. Beye 
said that 468 of foe 533 milit- 
ary observers dated for duty 
in Angola bad already ar- 
rived. 
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Lone gunman kills minister in Burundi 


BUJUMBURA (R) — A 
lone gunman killed foe ener- 
gy and mines minister of 
ethnically-explosive Burundi 
Saturday, witnesses said. 

The minister, Ernest 
Kabushemeye, was killed in 
the capital Bujumbura. “He 
was shot dead and his body- 
guard was injured," said a 
diplomatic source. 

The minister’s bloodied 
corpse was left lying in his car 
as police cordoned off streets 
around the scene of the 
attack between the French 
and U.S. cultural centres in 
the heart of the city. 

Mr. Kabushemeye, a 
Hutu, was a prominent lead- 
er in the governing coalition 
of the majority Hutu-led gov- 
ernment. 

United Nations special en- 


voy to Burundi, Ahmedou 
Ould Abdallah, condemned 
the killing. 

"My first reaction of 
course is one of sadness. I 
knew this minister and pity 
his family," Mr. Ould Abdal- 
lah told Reuters. 

"I sympathise with the 
prime minister who doesn't 
need this violence in broad 
daylight in the capital." 

The new prime minister, 
Antoine Nduwayo, 
appointed after protracted 
wrangling between Hutu and 
Tutsi-led parties only filled 
his last ministerial vacancy 
Monday before chairing a 
first cabinet meeting. 

The motives for Mr. 
Kabushemeye’s killing was 
unknown, and officials said 
an investigation into the 


attack had already been laun- 
ched. 

Hutu President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya flew out of 
Bujumbura Friday to attend 
the U.N. poverty summit in 
Copenhagen. 

The streets remained calm 
immediately after the killing 
but Burundi has been bat- 
tered by ethnic violence be- 
tween Hutus and Tutsis since 
its first popularly-elected 
President Melchior Ndadaye 
was murdered in October 
1993. 

Ten Hutu gunmen were 
killed in an attack on para- 
military police in Cibitoke 
province, bordering Zaire 
and Rwanda in the northwest 
of the Central African coun- 
try, Wednesday, the army 
said. 


Winnie Mandela and Mbeki meet 


PRETORIA (AFP) — Win- 
nie Mandela, estranged wife 
of Nelson Mandela, held 
talks with Deputy President 
Thabo Mbkei lasting into foe 
early hours of Saturday over 
her controversial West Afri- 
can trip, the SAPA news 
agency said. 

Mrs. Mandela, whose post 
as deputy minister of arts, 
culture, science and technol- 
ogy is reportedly on foe line, 
enfuriated President Mande- 
la when she embarked on tbe 
trip after he expressly 
ordered her to stay home and 
attend an important meeting 


of his African National Con- 
gress (ANC). 

She returned to South 
Africa five days early last 
Thursday after police claimed 
she had used her government 
position to award a low- 
moome housing contract to a 
firm in exchange for financial 
gain. 

SAPA said the one-on-one 
meeting, at Mr.Mbeki’s 
office here, lasted two-aod-a- 
half hours. 

Mrs. Mandela dodged re- 
porters by leaving by a bade 
entrance, while Mr. Mbeki 
declined to speak to the 
media. 


His spokesman, Thami 
Ntenteni, said be was not 
informed of foe content of 
foe discussions but said Mr. 
Mbeki had been “calm and 
relaxed.” 

"This is not a personal 
matter, it is a political one,” 
he said. 

Before the meeting, 
another spokesman for Mr. 
Mbeki, Ricky Naidoo, said 
foe two would only discuss 
the West African trip and not 
foe kickback allegations as 
foe deputy president “is not 
prepared to intervene in a 
police investigation.” 


Nominee for CIA chief withdraws 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Michael Cains, the retired 
U.S. Air Force general 
nominated to head the CIA, 
has asked President Bill Clin- 
ton to withdraw his name 
from consideration, adminis- 
tration officials said Friday. 

Mr. Clinton was expected 
to name Deputy Secretarey 
of Defence John Deutch to 
head the espionage agency. 

Gen. Cants asked that bis 
nomination be withdrawn be- 
cause of a dispute over a 
former household employee, 
an administration official 
said. 

Hie official said Mr. Clin- 
ton was expected to 
announce Saturday that be 
would honour Gen. Cams’ 
request and name Mr. 
Deutch, who had previously 
been under consideration for 
the position. 

Mr. Clinton spoke with 
Gen. Cams by telephone Fri- 
day night, the White House 
said, adding that the adminis- 
tration would have more to 
say on foe matter Saturday. 

"We are evaluating the sta- 


tus of the nomination based 
on information developed in 
foe course of foe FBI inves- 
tigation of General Cams,” 
White House spokesman 
Michael McCuny said. 

A Vietnam veteran, tbe 
57-year-old Cams se.vt J as 
vice chief of staff of foe air 
force until his retirement last 
year. He played a leading 
role in directing the air war 
against Iraq during the 1990- 
91 Gulf War. 

The previous Central In- 
telligence Agency director, 
James Woolsey, abruptly res- 
igned in December after two 
stormy years in the post. 

The troubled leadership 
transition comes amid calls 
for reform of the CIA in the 
wake of the arrest a year ago 
of Aldrich Ames, a career 
CIA agent who spied for 
Moscow since 1985. 

Earlier Friday, the White 
House confirmed that Mr. 
Clinton had signed a con- 
fidential order that sets 
priorities for U.S. intelli- 
gence in its efforts to counter 
threats posed by the post- 
cold war era. 


A commission has been set 
up to oversee intelligence 
gathering but its mandate is 
separate from another work- 
ing group set up to examine 
the mandate of the CIA and 
other intelligence agencies. 

White House spokesman 
Michael McCurry did not 
give details on the priority list 
but noted that foe prolifera- 
tion of weapons of mass des- 
truction, terrorism and inter- 
national crime were among 
the targeted threats. 

He said the list was "to 
reflect the new threats that 
are more urgent in the post- 
cold war world.” 

"There are certain types of 
threats that are now reduced, 
specifically tbe nuclear 
threat," Mr. McCurry said. 

“It’s important in a time of 
limited resources for the 
president and his policymak- 
ers to give clear priorities to 
the intelligence community 
so that they can gather the 
type of information that will 
help them make the right 
decisions,” Mr. McCurry 
said. 


North-South confrontation over rights worries West 


GENEVA (AFP) — Re- 
newed North-South con- 
frontation over human rights 
replacing foe East-West ten- 
sion of foe cold war caused 
alarm among Europeans in 
the just-ended 51st session of 
the U.N. Human Rights 
-Commission. 

The session was also 
marked by an unprecedented 
criticism of three of foe five 
permanent members of the 
United. Nations Security 
Council- 

Moscow went along with a 
statement condemning the 
brutality of its intervention in 
the rebel Republic of 
Chechenya, Washington did 
not oppose a resolution being 
unsuccessfully put by Cuba 
on the persistence of racism 
in foe United States, and 
Beijing for once failed to 
prevent itself being dragged 
mto foe limelight. 

But German delegation 
head Gerhard Baum voiced 
foe prevalent concern at foe 
growing opposition between 
Western democracies and 
countries of foe Third World, 
of which several important 
states were singled out for 
criticism. 

“We are aware at mount- 


ing mistrust in developing 
countries of the real inten- 
tions of the West,” he said. 

He told journalists that 
some states like India, and 
especially Cuba, had tried to 
hamper foe work of the com- 
mission by raising a plethora 
of procedural points. 

Curbs on individual free- 
doms were being excused by 
the plea for the right to 
national development, Mr.' 
Baum said. But he noted that 
the 1993 Vienna human 
rights summit had excepted 
tins right, while ruling that 
other human rights, such as a 
fair trial and freedom from 
torture or summary execu- 
tion, were universal princi- 
ples regardless of culture. 

Mr. Baum said European 
states should acknowledge 
their own faults and encour- 
age dialogue. “We should be 
more critical of ourselves, ex- 
plain that we are not judges 
and admit that we have our 
own problems such as rao- 

* *l 

tsm. 

In one such example, foe 
commission's rapporteur on 
summary executions, Bacre 
Wally Ndiaye of Senegal, had 
complained that he had been 
denied access to prisons in 
tbe United States where teen- 


age killers were being kept on 
death row to be executed 
once they reached the age of 
majority. 

The various blocs grouping 
the 53 members of foe com- 
mission became evident dur- 
ing foe debates, with the 
^ principle one being tbe Euro- 
pean Union, which generally 
attracted support from foe 
United States, Eastern 
Europe and Latin America. 

China called for Third 
World solidarity in its first 
unsuccessful attempt since 
1990 to prevent a vote on a 
critical motion brought by 
Western nations and Japan, 
and saw the resolution fail by 
one vote. 

Chinese ambassador Jin 
Yingijian accused Europeans 
and Americans of frying to 
stop China's economic de- 
velopment and dismember 
foe country. 

African countries, claiming 
that Nigeria's national unity 
was at stoke, were prominent 
in bringing down a French 
resolution criticising the 
military government in Abu- 
ja for executions, arbitrary 
arrests and curbs on trade 
unions and the press. 

Commission. Chairman 
Musa Bin Hitan of Malaysia 


commented at a press confer- 
ence Friday: ‘Tin not pre- 
pared to say there is a rigid 
North-South divide, but 
there is always an undercur- 
rent of differences.” 

He said it was good that no 
country, even a permanent 
member of the Security 
Council, should be above the 
law. 

“Human rights have be- 
come foe focus of attention of 
foe world,” Mr. Bin Hitan 
said, adding, "this is foe best 
fomg that has happened to 
foe international commun- 
tty.” 

According to Mr. Bin 
Hitan, “the Commission on 
Homan Rights has become 
after the Security Council’ 
foe most ‘political’ organisa- 
fron of foe U.N. Human 
Rights are fashionable.” 

But be warned, “We are 
suffering from our popular- 
ity... the Commission could 
soon be buried alive” under 
the weight of its bureaucracy. 

Mr. Bin Hitan noted thny 
this year's three month ses- 
sion had seen 117 resolutions 
or decisions adopted, and 
more than 8.000 pages of 
documents printed and trans- 
lated in each of the five work- 
ing languages. 


World’s largest 
record store 
opens In Tokyo 

TOKYO (R) — Hundreds of 
Japanese music lovers 
queued in foe rain as the 
world’s largest record store 
opened in Tokyo. At 5,000 sq 
metre (50,000 sq feet). Tower 
Records' new branch in tbe 
Shibuya entertainment dis- 
trict is nearly half as big again 
as foe previous biggest, an 
HMV store in London’s Ox- 
ford Street, accordingly to 
foe Guinness Book of Re- 
cords. Like other foreign re- 
cord stores in Japan, Tower 
has taken advantage of foe 
high yen, only 91 were 
needed to buy a dollar on 
Friday, to import cheap com- 
pact discs, mainly from foe 
United States. It sells these 
for several hundred yen 
(several dollars) less than 
domestically produced CDs. 
However, top 40 albums, 
advertised as special bar- 
gains, still cost 1,790 yen, the 
equivalent of $19.70. “Over- 
all, our strong points in the 
market are tiro environment 
we create for people drop- 
ping for music and our 
prices,” said Keith Cahoon, 
Tower's managing-director 
for the Far East. “Maybe the 
number-one strong point, is 
our selection.” Tower has 
half a milli on items on sale in 
foe nine-storey store, includ- 
ing imported books and 
magazines. 

China opens 1st 
school for love 

BEUING (R) — China’s fiist 
school offering courses which 
discuss sex and love etirics 
and give advice to the jilted 
has opened in Beijing, state 
media said Saturday, "love is 
an ait. It involves certain 
skills, and especially com- 
municative skills,” the offi- 
cials China Daily quoted Xaa 
Xiaoming, associate profes- 
sor of sociology at Beijing 
Technical University, as 
saying. Tbe school, winch 
opened Friday, is the first of 
a chain that the Beijing 
Municipal Women's Federa- 
tion and the Beijing Marriage 
and Family Research Society 
plan to set op, Xinhua News 
Agency said. "We wish tbe 
youngsters less pain and re- 
gret in their romance,” Chen 
Yiyun, a teacher at the school 
and a renowned expert on 
family and marriage. 

Cathedral stands 
and watches as 
choir bans girl 

WINCHESTER, England 
(AP) — Winchester Cathed- 
ral, you let her down. Ermly 
Edmondstone, 11, wants to 
join the 22 boys in the 
centuries-old choir at the 
famed 900-year-old cathedral 
in southern England, bat has 
been barred from auditions 
because she’s a girl. Her 
mother, Jocelyn, said Friday 
that she was considering a 
legal appeal based on British 
laws against sex discrimina- 
tion. “My daughter is an all 
■round musical child just like 
foe boy choristers,” she told 
Britain's Press Association. 
The dean of Winchester 
Cathedra], the very Re- 
verend Trevor Beeson, a 
staunch supporter of women 
priests in the Anglican 
Church,' said tbe problem was 
not Entity’s sex. It was that 
tbe choir was run by a local 
.boy’s boarding school. 
1*111610 is a possibility of hav- 
ing a girls' choir drawing 
from day schools in the city 
but we can’t pursue that now 
because it costs time and 
money neither of which we 
have,” Fr. Beeson said. That 
wasn’t good enough for Emi- 
ly, who was circulating a peti- 
tion. “I just want to be given 
a chance,” she said. “I think 
it is unfair girls are not given 
the same opportunity to 
sing." 

Girl grows into 
’giant’ on 
beancurd, 
noodles 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — A 
13-year-old girl in China’s 
Henan province has shocked 
her parents by growing to a 
height of 1.98 metres (sue 
jrat, six inches) and weighing 
m at 120 kilogrammes 264 
pounds), a report said. 
2tong Xifian’s stature has 
gained her the reputation of 
being a local “giant” after 
growing to her size on a 
steady diet of beancurd and 
w ?® dlcs , foe Liberation Daily 
A doctor at a Shanghai 
hospital said the average 
height for a girl of Zhang’s 
age was 1,4 metres (four feet, 
seven inches). According to 
foe report, Zhang would con- 
sume 3.5 kilogrammes (7.7 
pounds) at each meal, adding 
foat foe was “fond” of star- 
ray foods. When she was 
three years old, she had 
“ready reached foe height of 
* metres (three feet, 11 
mches), it said. 
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Three agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation CFBlMleft) re-enact the attack on a U.S. consulate van, at the 
scene of the incident, in the troubled city of Karachi (AFP photo) 


Bhutto holds emergency talks on Karachi killings 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) 
— Pakistan Saturday effec- 
tively blamed India as one of 
the elements involved in the 
recent spate of violence to hit 
this tormented city. 

Meanwhile, officials pre- 
pared to send the bodies of 
two slain U.S. government 
employees home and urged 
American citizens to increase 
security precautions. 

At a funeral procession for 
victims of Friday’s bomb and 
gun attack on a Shiite Muslim 
mosque thousands of waiting 
mourners condemned the 
government, burned vehicles 
and fired automatic weapons. 

Chaos ensued and people 
ran for safety and young chil- 
dren hurled stones at nearby 
police. There were no im- 
mediate reports of injury. 

‘'The forces of sectarian- 
ism, ethnicity and narcotics 
have combined to create ter- 
rorism and harassment in the 
city," Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto said after a lengthy 
meeting with top government 
officials in Kara chi 

Ms. Bhutto and other top 
officials accused India as one 
of the groups involved In the 
terrorism, though they did 
not mention the country by 
name. 

‘‘There is the foreign 
hand,” in the terrorism, Ms. 
Bhutto told journalists from 
the steps of the state guest 
house, a white colonial struc- 
ture in downtown Karachi. _ 

“We have caught people 
who were trained overseas,’' 
she said. This was a clear 
reference to India and In- 


formation Secretary Hussein 
]ani said: “I think any- 
with any intelligence 
knows who is setting out to 
destabilise Pakistan.” 

He said the terrorist 
attacks were a reaction to the 
Muslim secessionist move- 
ment in Indian-held Kashmir. 
India routinely accuses Pakis- 
tan of fomenting violence in 
its troubled state. 

“Karachi does not have a 
sectarian problem. What we 
have is foreign-trained 
saboteurs,” Mr. Haqqani 
said. 

Friday’s mosque attack 
targetted Pakistan’s minority 
Shiite Muslims. Twelve peo- 
ple were killed and 28 
wounded. 

At tiie funeral for those 
killed hundreds of mourners 
wailed and chanted “death to 
Benazir Bhutto.” 

Gunshots rang out and 
angry youths set fire to three 
vehicles parked near the mos- 
que. 

Police sharpshooters stood 
guard on buildings lining the 
two kilometres (1.2 mile) 
route between the mosque 
and the graveyard. 

- Friday’s mosque' attack 
came two -days after gunmen 
“killed two U.S. government 
employees in a hail of bullets 
as their van stopped at a 
traffic light at a busy intersec- 
tion. 

There was no evidence 
_tinking the bombing to the_ 
killing of the two Americans. - 
But both were horrific exam- 
ples of the surging violence 
that has convulsed Karachi 


and threatens to undermine 
Ms. Bhutto's government. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack, although 
many people are blaming the 
militant Sunni Muslim group, 
known as tire Guardians of the 
Friends of the Prophet. 

At least 1,000 people have 
been killed in attacks in 
Karachi m the past year. 
Most assaults are boldly ex- 
ecuted during the day by 
gunmen who seldom bother 
to conceal their identities. 
Arrests are rare. 

Ms. Bhutto said Saturday 
that her government would 
respond “ruthlessly” if neces- 
sary to end the violence that 
has plagued Karachi. 


re government would 
“respond in a ruthless man- 
ner if ruthlessness was re- 
quired,” she said. 

Narcotics dealers were also 
financing sectarian groups 
and “hinng guns to create 
fear” and to deflect pressure 
which her government was 
applying against them, she 
said. 

Ms. Bhutto said an extradi- 
tion treaty signed with Egypt 
to turn over . militants, had 
resulted in militant orgnmsa- 
tions trying to destabilise the 
situation. 

“At the time of the Afghan 
War, the entire West landed 
here and helped create holy 
warriors, whose job it was to 
gp into Afghanistan and fight 
a holy war (against the Com-_ 
'munist government in Kabul' 
backed by the Soviet army) 
and when that holy war en- 
ded (in 1989) , the West pack- 


ed its bags and left.” she said. 

The West left countries 
like Pakistan, Egypt, Algeria 
and others to deal with war- 
riors that had been trained 
and now wanted “new wars 
to fight,” Mr. Bhutto said, 
adding “we must all unite to 
combat militancy and terror- 
ism.” 

U.S. Ambassador to Pakis- 
tan John C. Monjo said 
Americans had been advised 
to exercise caution but de- 
nied reports that U.S. nation- 
als living in Karachi had been 
asked to leave. 

“Heightened security mea- 
sures are in place and wifi 
remain in effect for the 
forseeable future,” be said. 
later. 

U.S. investigators Satur- 
day probed the killings of the 
two American consulate 
workers. 

Witnesses said police cor- 
doned off the main road 
where Wednesday’s ambush 
of a consulate van took place 
to let Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation agents examine 
the scene. 

Dozens of passersby 
shouted, flnti : American ,slo=. 
gansrfaa. th£ investigators, 
guariied'by. police in at least- 
16 vehicles^ used measuring 
tapes and cameras to gather 
evidence. 

“They close the road for 
hours and give the citizens a 
hard time just because two 
_ American dogs are killed,” 
one furious man shouted. “A 
dozen people are killed daily 
in Karachi and the govern- 
ment does not care.” 


No arms deal with Clinton — Sinn Fein’s Adams 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — Ger- 
ry Adams, president of the 
IRA's political wing Sinn 
Fein, denied Saturday that he 
had struck a deal with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton on IRA 
arms to win a U.S. visa and 
the lifting of a fund-raising 
ban in America. 

“There should be no sense 
of this trip- to the United 
States being any part of 
behind-the-door deals,” Mr. 
Adams rold a news confer- 
ence before flying to the Un- 
ited States for a 10-day trip 
that has strained relations be- 
tween Washington and Lon- 
don. 

He was responding to 
media reports that Mr. Clin- 
ton had granted him a visa, 
lifted a ban on fund-raising 
and invited him to a White 
House Sr Patrick's Day party 
in exchange for a Sinn Fein 
commitment to discuss de- 
commissioning IRA arms. 

On Thursday Mr. Adams 


issued a statement saying its 
group was willing to discuss 
with British ministers the tak- 
ing out of service of Irish 
Republican Army arms used 
in the guerrillas’ 25-year war 
against British rule of North- 
ern Ireland. 

The Sinn Fein president 
said Saturday the statement 
was not issued in response to 
any bargaining with Mr. Clin- 
ton. 

“The president did the 
right thing in order to build 
confidence in the peace pro- 
cess,” Mr. Adams said. 

He told reporters that any 
money be raised in the Un- 
ited States would be used to 
fund political activities there. 

The visit will raise Mr. 
Adams’s international profile 
at a time when Britain has yet 
to enter ministerial -level 
talks with Sinn Fein. 

London says it has to be 
satisfied that an IRA cease- 
fire last September is perma- 


nent. 

British officials are dis- 
mayed at Mr. Clinton’s ges- 
ture, which also puts London 
out of step with its Irish 
partners in a drive to find a 
lasting political settlement to 
the Northern Ireland conflict. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
was fuming Friday about Mr. 
Clinton’s decision to let Mr. 
Adams tout for funds. 

“I think people here will be 
dismayed that Mr. Adams 
who, they recall, carried the 
coffin of somebody who was 
responsible for the Shan kill 
bombing about 18 months 
ago, is now being treated like 
a perfectly ordinary leader of 
a constitutional party,” Sir 
Patrick said. 

Mr. Adams briefly carried 
the coffin of Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA) bomber 
Thomas Begley, who died 
planting a bomb that killed 
nine other people and injured 


59 in a fish and chip shop in 
the Shankill Road, in the 
Protestant heartland of Bel- 
fast, in October 1993. 

Sir Patrick added in an 
interview with the BBC: “We 
actually happened to have 
sustained something like 
3,000 murders in the course 
of the last 25 years of terror- 
ism. 

“It concentrates your mind 
when it’s your own country, 
your own countrymen and 
women who have suffered 
such attacks.” 

Sir Patrick told the BBC 
Friday that Washington had 
“made a mistake” in relaxing 
long-standing conditions im- 
posed on Mr. Adams without 
any “return” from Sinn Fein 
which is pushing for a seat at 
constitutional negotiations on 
the future of Northern Ire- 
land in the light of the cease- 
fire declared by the IRA last 
September. 


Italy’s Popular Party Congress opens 


ROME (Agencies) — The 
Italian Popular Party’s (PPI) 
national executive meeting 
got underway here Saturday 
with acrimony in the air in a 
left-right dash over its newly- 
forged alliance with Silvio 
Berlusconi. 

PPI leader Rocco Buttig- 
lione outraged party leftwin- 
gers when he signed a deal 
with Mr. Berlusconi's Free- 
dom Alliance coalition 
Thursday, 

Former party president 
Rosa Russo Jervolino set the 
tone for what promised to be 
a turbulent meeting when she 
announced that party leftwin- 
gers would present a docu- 
ment underlining that the 
Buttinglionep Berlusconi 
accord “was nul and void.” 

She accused Mr. Buttig- 
lione of being allied with 
someone (Berlusconi) who 
was “inciting revolt against 
institutions'' and “affirming 
the need to destroy the image 
of the head of state.” Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro. 

Mr. Berlusconi hailed the 
deal as the birth of a new. 
strong moderate centre in 
Italian politics, on the lines of 
the ruling Christian Demo- 
cratic Union in Germany. 


The PPI party's leftwing 
opposes any agreement with 
the media magnate and for- 
mer prime minister, and the 
secrecy surrounding the pact, 
which they say went ahead 
without the agreement of the 
party authority. 

The PPI leader has said he 
will resign if he does not win 
approval. He could cany the 
majority, as he has done in 
previous meetings, but any 
vote on the issue could split 
the party, with a significant 
minority leaving the PPI to 
join up with forces on the 
centre-left. 

The PPI took 1 1 per cent of 
the vote in last March's 
general election, which swept 
Mr. Berlusconi to power, be- 
fore he was forced to step 
down when his coalition gov- 
ernment collapsed in Decem- 
ber. 

Italy’s general election 
campaign effectively opened 
Friday when the ex- 
communist Democratic Par- 
ty of the Left (PDS) gave its 
blessing to economist Roma- 
no ProdTs bid to become 
prime minister. 

PDS leader Massimo 
D'Alema stood shoulder to 
shoulder with Mr. Prodi at a 


meeting in Rome and said he 
believed the Bologna profes- 
sor could give Italy five 
years of stable government. 

“We could reasonably 
have advanced a left-wing 
candidacy,” Mr. D'Alema 
told Mr. Prodi. “Today we 
confirm to you that we do not 
want to do that.” 

Mr. Prodi, a Roman 
Catholic and former chair- 
man of Italy’s huge IRI state 
holding company, announced 
last month that he planned to 
head a centre-left alliance 
opposed to media magnate 
Silvio Berlosconi in an elec- 
tion expected within a few 
months. 

Mr. Prodi will take his 
message to the people next 
week when he sets off from 
the southeastern town of Lec- 
ce in a second-hand coach to 
tour the country. 

Most political commenta- 
tors believe that a general 
election is inevitable in Italy, 
either in June or October. 

Mr. Berlusconi Friday ac- 
cused Prime Minister Lam- 
berto Dini of hoodwinking 
him by adding pension re- 
form r*o a legislative agenda 
which he said had originally 
been a three-point package. 


$1. 5b aid 
sought for 

CIS 

republics 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Clinton administration is 
asking Congress for as much 
as $1.5 billion in aid to Russia 
and other republics of the 
former Soviet Union in the 
year beginning Oct. 1. 

Another $371 million is 
being sought for dismantling 
nuclear weapons in the area. 

Hie figures emerged from 
testimony before the foriegn 
operations panel of the 
House of Representatives 
Appropriations Committee, 
congressional aides said. 

It was unclear how recep- 
tive the Republican- 
dominated Congress will be 
to the requests or what condi- 
tions the Republicans will 
seek for the allocations. 
Many lawmakers have been 
strongly critical of adminis- 
tration requests for money to 
help Russia, largely because 
of its help to Iran in building 
a nuclear reactor. 


Russians give ultimatum on 
surrender of Chechen towns 


SHALI, Russia (AFP) — 
Russian forces have 
threatened to storm the three 
major separatist strongholds 
in eastern Chechenya if 
forces loyal to Chechen lead- 
er Dzhokhar Dudayev do not 
surrender by Sunday, 
Chechen fighters returning 
from the front said. 

They said the ultimatum, 
issued early Saturday to fight- 
ers in Gudermes, concerned 
Shali, the town Chechen 
separatists now regard as 
their capital, Argun and Gur- 
dermes. 

Shali was eerily silent 
Saturday, as fighters here 
awaited the next Russian 
move. 

The three towns — Shali, 
Gudermes and Argun — 
have been the prime targets 
of assault by Russian forces 
since they completed their 
encirclement of the capital 
Grozny in February. 

But inside the Chechen 
command compound here 
there was little sense of 
panic. 

The commander of Mr. 
Dudayev's forces, Aslan 
Maskhadov, said that he had 
not been informed of the 
ultimatum through official 
channels. 

“We’ve heard so many of 
these ultimatums. We don’t 
pay attention to them,” he 
said, vowing that his forces 
would “continue to fight as 
long as we're here, obvious- 
ly.” 

But Mr. Maskhadov 
offered no other explanation 
for the strange silence that 
hovered over Shali Saturday 
morning, where Russian 


artillery from the nearby 
front has been heard for 
weeks almost without inter- 


ruption. 

The two sides, who have 
been maintaining contacts to 
arrange small-scale ex- 
changes of war prisoners, 
appeared to have lost touch 
with one another. 

Mr. Maskhadov told a 


group of Russian soldiers’ 
mothers that he had not 
heard from the Ingnsh 
mediators for several days. 

Representatives of Ing- 
ushetia, a republic which bor- 
ders on Chechenya to the 
west, bad been travelling 
back and forth to Shali reg- 
ularly, exchanging informa- 
tion with both sides. 

“We gave them our list of 
prisoners. Then they dis- 
appeared. Until they return 
there is nothing we can do,” 
Mr. Maskhadov told the 
mothers. 

There are about 10 Russian 
mothers now living in Shali. 
Some of them have waited 
here for several weeks for 
information about their own 
sons and about Chechen pris- 
oners held on the Russian 
ride in hopes that a prisoner 
exchange can be arranged to 
release their sons. 

Mr. Maskhadov, who rep- 
resented the Chechens _ at 
ceasefire talks in mid- 
February, reaffirmed his 
position that no meaningful 
peace talks could take place 
as long as the Russian side 
refuses to meet directly with 
Mr. Dudayev. 

But there remain impor- 
tant military matters, such as 
war prisoners and the ex- 


change of dead and wound- 
ed, that could benefit from a 
reopening of lower level 
negotiations, he said. 

The Russian forces have 
been positioned outside 
Argun for several weeks, and 
more recently have moved 
into positions around Shali 
and Gudermes, from where 
they have pounded Chechen 
positions with constant artil- 
lery fire, backed up by planes 
and helicopters. 

The Russians last Sunday 
attacked Dzhalka, a little vil- 
lage on the road linking Argu 
and Gudermes, which the 
Russians musr cut before any 
attack on Argun. 

Giechen troops repulsed 
an attack by Russian tanks 
and assault troops on the 
towns of Dzhalka and Argun, 
a few kilometres east of 
Grozny, Friday, a Chechen 
government spokesman said. 

The “massive offensive” 
had involved warplanes, 
tanks and troops, spokesman 
Movladi Udugov said, but 
the Chechens now believe 
that attack was the prelude to 
a much greater one yet to 
come. 

Russian troops and tanks 
moved into the small Cau- 
casus republic on Dec. 11 to 
“restore order,” but are still 
locked in fighting the forces 
loyal to Dudayev who is now 
calling on his mainly Muslim 
republic to wage a “holy 
war” against Moscow. 

After three months, Rus- 
sian forces have succeeded 
only in taking one major 
town, the devastated capital 
Grozny, amid high-iotensity 
bombing that has severely 


damaged the territoiy's main 
towns. 

Military experts think the 
Russian Armed Forces’ cam- 
paign against separatists in 
Chechenya has been a dismal 
failure, according to a new 
poll, Interfax News Agency 
reported Saturday. 

The poll, taken by the 
Security of the Nation group, 
found that 35 per cent of the 
academics and other experts 
questioned believed the 
three-month-old campaign 
was “extremely ineffective,” ■ 
22.5 per cent thought it “tan- 
tamount to a defeat,” and 20 ■ 
per cent “ineffective.” i 

Seventy per cent of respon- ; 
dents said they disapproved . 
of the war. i 

A majority, 54.5 per cent, 
said the Defence Ministry 
should be run by a civilian 
minister, while 32 per cent 
said it should remain in milit- 
ary hands. 

Seventy five per cent said 
the armed forces should 
answer directly to the presi- 
dent. 

The poll was taken among 
more than 50 experts, includ- 
ing 109 professors and 36 
graduates of science. 

Opinion polls consistently 
show that a majority of Rus- 
sians oppose the war. 

Last month, a poll taken in 
Moscow by the private televi- 
sion station NTV found that 
53 per cent of people thought 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev should resign. 

Security of the Nation is a 
group of military specialists 
affiliated to the Realists’ 
Club, a centre-left think 
tank. ‘ 5 


Russian leaders still face problems of perestroika 


MOSCOW (R) — Ten years 
to the day after Mikhail Gor- 
bachev became Soviet Com- 
munist Party chief. Kremlin 
leaders are still struggling 
with the problems unleashed 
by his reforms. 

Mr. Gorbachev, elected 
.party general secretary bv the 
politburo on.March 11, 1985., 
•launched' pefesrf3ika" , (reS-' 
tructtirmg) and --glasnost 
(openness) policies to reform 
the Soviet Union. 

In power until the end of 
1991, he presided over the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
and of the Communist sys- 
tem. Since then, living stan- 
dards for most Russian 
citizens have fallen and orga- 
nised crime has spread into 
almost every aspect of life. 

“So much more bitter was 
the disappointment because 
he did not bring about the 
changes that the majority ex- 
pected," conservative parlia- 
mentarian Sergei Baburin 
was quoted as saying by 
ITAR-TASS news agency. 

Still seen as a hero in the 
West. Mr. Gorbachev is re- 
garded by many in Russia as 
a traitor. Mr. Gorbachev, 64, 
a frequent critic of President 
Boris Yeltsin, has indicated 


he may ran next year’s pres- 
idential elections. 

Saturday's edition of the 
hardline conservative 
Sovietskaya Rossiya news- 
paper called the day he came 
to power “fateful in the his- 
tory of the party and the 
state.” v i. 

, But the official Rossiskaya 
Gazeta said that although 
some people* 'had 1 begun 
perestroika as a cosmetic re- 
form. “today's Russian lead- 
ership is carrying out reforms 
which in the second half of 
the 1980s could only be the 
subject of theoretical dis- 
putes by newspaper col- 
umnists.” 

Mr. Yeltsin pressed ahead 
with liberalisation, although 
his reforms would not have 
been possible without peres- 
troika. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s vision of 
a stable economy is still dis- 
tant. despite International 
Monetary Fund Managing 
Director Michel Camdessus's 
blessing to a $6.4 billion 
standby loan. 

Moscow has to commit it- 
self to a stiff austerity prog- 
ramme to speed up reform 
and curb inflation, which re- 
mains stubbornly high at 11 


per cent in February 3fter 
17.8 per cent in January. 

“Now is the time to move 
ahead forcefully to reinforce 
those gains already made. 
The higher inflation is. the 
longer the recovery of pro- 
duction and living standards 
. is postponed,” Mr. Camdes- 
sus said in Moscow Friday. 

Perestroika and especially 
glasnost permitted unpre- 
cedented criticism of the 
Soviet system and leadership 
and freedom of speech, 
something Russia never had 
before. 

As a result of the democra- 
tic reforms introduced by Mr. 
Gorbachev, today's leaders 
face domestic political turbu- 
lence unheard of in Soviet 
days. 

Russia's lower house of 
parliament voted Friday to 
dismiss Human Rights Com- 
missioner Sergei Kovalyov, a 
fierce critic of the Chechenya 
campaign, after conservative 
deputies accused him of bias 
and overstepping his man- 
date. 

It also passed non-binding 
votes of no confidence in 
Interior Minister Viktor 
Yerin and Acting Prosecutor- 


General Alexei Hyushenko. 
blamed for not halting rhe„ 
crime wave. 

The parliamentary moves 
followed the March 1 mafia-, “ 
style murder of television^ 
celebrity Vladislav Listyev. ^ 
the most prominent victim in s 
a. string jpf assassinations -of r 
journalists, .politicians in* 
Russia's 'increasingly violent e 

soalty.“ i ‘ ^ 

- is 

Nationalist movements 1« 
surfaced under Mr. Cor-n 
bachev, who fought to the is 
end to keep rhe Soviet Union o 
together. * 

Within Russia, the south- tl 
em region of Chechenya de- 
clared independence in 1991,” 
leading ultimately to the 
blood war which still con- 
tinues sporadically after 13 
weeks of fighting' u 

“The tragedy of peres- 
troika was that from respect v , 
for initiative we were gra- n 
dually driven towards indi- v 
vidualism and egoism” TASS n 
quoted Mr. Baburin as^ 
saying. 

Meanwhile Mr. Gorbachev 
insisted Thursday he is ready r 
for a political role in the* 
post-cold war world he^ 
helped shape. » 


ICRC plane fired at as tension mounts in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — An 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) plane 
was fired at on landing at 
Sarajevo Airport Saturday 
morning and a Bosnian 
woman interpreter working 
for the U.N. was seized at 
gunpoint by the Serbs. 

The ICRC twin-engine 
turbo-prop plane was hit by 
one round of gunfire, but was 
able to take off again for 
Zagreb after which the air- 
pert was closed, U.N. Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) 
spokesman Major Pierre 
Chavancy said. The origin of 
fire was unknown. 

Meanwhile, a woman in- 
terpreter was seized from a 
French U.N. armoured vehi- 
cle at a Serb checkpoint on 
the outskirts of Sarajevo, Mr. 
Chavancy said. 

Two French soldiers 
travelling with her, including 
a captain, were not detained. 

“There is an increasing 
pattern of harassment by the 
Bosnian Serb Aimy, particu- 
larly at checkpoints around 
Sarajevo," UNPROFOR 
spokesman Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gary Coward said 
here. 

Such actions were “un- 
acceptable” and impeded the 
U.N. in its efforts to carry out 
its mandate, he added. 

The woman interpreter’s 
arrest follows that over the 
past few weeks of two Bos- 
nian journalists and five 
humanitarian aid workers — 
four French and one Amer- 
ican — from Pharmadens 
Sans Fronrieres (Pharmacists 
Without Borders) at Serb 
checkpoints around the be- 
sieged city. 

In another incident Satur- 
day morning, the Serbs 
sought to confiscate flak jack- 
ets from a group of U.N. 


soldiers crossing another 
checkpoint on the way be-, 
tween Sarajevo and the air- 
port. 

The soldiers, who were 
going on leave, refused to 
hand over the jackets and 
returned to town. 

On Thursday, the Serbs 
seized 126 flak jackets from a 
U.N. truck heading into town 
from the airport. 

Serbs are also preventing 
fuel convoys from reaching 
Sarajevo and the Muslim- 
held eastern enclaves of Sreb- 
renica. Gorazde and Zepa, 
the U.N. said. The near com- 
plete blockade of fuel has 
gone on since March 3. 

The Serbs have also stop- 
ped nearly all medidne sup- 
plies from reaching the east- 
ern enclaves. 

The Serbs Saturday 
threatened to close another 
checkpoint, near Visoko, 
northwest of Sarajevo, which 
would effectively strand a 
number of U.N. Canadian 
soldiers inside their territory. 

The Canadian contingent 
has evacuated all non- 
essential personnel from the 
Serb side of the line, the 
U.N. said. 

Meanwhile, fighting picked 
up Saturday moming in tile 
northwest Bihac enclave with 
infantry action near Velika 
Kladusa. 

Tension mounted in the 
pocket after Wednesday's 
disappearance of General 
Vlado Santic, commander of 
the Bosnian Croat militia 
(HVO) fighting alongside the 
mainly-Muslim Bosnian gov- 
ernment army. 

Bosnian army commanders 
in the Bihac pocket denied 
involvement in the disappear- 
ance after reports said he had 
been kidnapped by his allies. 

The Croatian News Agen- 


cy (Habena) said the general 
was abducted by troops 
under Colonel Hamdija 
Abdic of the Bosnian govern- 
ment army. 

An HVO officer was 
wounded, the agency said 
Saturday, while Gen. Santic 
“was taken under the pretext 
that General Atif Dudakovic 
invited him to a party at the 
Sedra Hotel," situated in an 
isolated area 14 kilometres (8 
miles) from Bihac. 

General Dudakovic heads 
the Bosnian government 
army’s 5th Corps which is 
fighting alongside HVO 
forces in the pocket. 

Gen. Sarnie's disappear- 
ance has heightened insecur- 
ity throughout the small 
Croat community living in 
the pocket. Shots were fired 
at the HVO headquarters in 
Bihac late Friday, Habena 
said. 

A joint commission from 
the HVO and Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces met Saturday 
to try to shed some light on 
the affair. 

Bosnian sources told 
Habena that General Santic 
was suspected of cooperating 
with the Serbs. 

M^ieanwhile Danish U.N. 
soldiers have switched their 
bicycles for armoured vehi- 
cles to patrol a no man’s land 
between Serbs and Croats 
since the frontline village of 
Sunja suddenly became 
heavily manned with fighters. 

The increased U.N. secur- 
ity reflects rhe changed 
atmosphere following 
Croatia's decision to cancel 
the mandate of the 12.000 
peacekeeping troops in 
Croatia effective from April 
1. 

The -U.N., international 
peacemakers and politicians 
on both sides all fear their 


departure could end ir^, 
another war. 

For almost a year the* 
Danes at Sunja, 7 ('j 
kilometres southeast of Zag-j 
reb. rode around the l,(XX ie 
metre wide buffer zone or 
bikes. 

But when Serbs and Croat:® 
moved their troops into rht fr 
zone last week to reoccup^ 
their old trenches and bunk ■fi 
ers. the U.N. troops climbec 
back into their armoured per a ' 
sonnet carriers. >h 

ig 

The buildup started or^ 
March 2, when some 40 rebe M 
Serb soldiers deployed insidi tf 
the U.N. -patrolled zone 
according to a DanisT— 
sergeant who did not want t< 
be identified by name. T 

“The next- day the Serb 
moved more men in, an« tl 
then the Croats did th>in 
same,” he added, lifting 
-ramp to let a Croatian arm a 
truck into what was just unri b 
a week ago a no man’s land lit 

*‘Our major tried sever. ‘ I 
times to persuade the Serb 
to withdraw, but it did nc^ 
work,” the sergeant said, gg 

A Croatian army office ra 
said they gave the U.N. tw j , 
days to sort things out befor 
they deployed their troops o ™ 
March 4. ro] 

The move was given urger- oi 
cy when they heard Serb o*< 
firing up their tank engines i Ji* 
the village of Volinja, 2i 
kilometres south of Sunja. ad 

“We had to protect ou 
positions and the security c 1 
the civilians living here,” sal Jl 
Josip Pavusek. the spoke* J 
man for the local Croat Tei *5 
ritorial Brigade. L*! 

The U.nT said the numbt S 
of small incidents along th w 
line of separation 1,10 
kilometres long was increa: 
ing. I 
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Positive developments 

THE JULY 1 deadline which Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres agreed on Thurs- 
day for holding the much-delayed Palesti- 
nian national elections and for the rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces In the occupied 
West Bank in preparation for these elec- 
tions signals a new opening in the staled 
(Palestinian-Israeli talks. The agreement 
also promises a new positive spirit that 
could replace the pessimism that has 
| engulfed the Palestinian-Israeli talks due 
to Tel Aviv’s intransigence and failure to 
respect the Oslo and Cairo deals. 

A prime example of the new spirit that 
characterised the recent round of con- 
tacts between the two parties is the 
agreement on an imm ediate ope ning of a 
free passage between the Gaza Strip and 
the autonomous Palestinian enclave of 
Jericho and the issuance of an additional 
4,000 new permits to Palestinian workers 
to work in Israel. 

There is no doubt that the Palestine 
National Authority’s (PNA) reso unding 
commitment to curtail “terrorism” and 
allow only licensed guns In the areas 
under its jurisdiction have given ample 
evidence that it is doing all it can to meet 
Israel’s security needs. There is not much 
more that the PNA can do to secure the 
safety of Israelis without being given 
added opportunities to consolidate its 
grip on power and authority in the 
Palestinian territories. Holding the 
Palestinian elections after an effective 
Israeli withdrawal from the affected 
areas could only lend additional support 
to the quest for stability and security in 
the region. 

The delay in holding these elections has 
created enormous obstacles in the face of 
achieving any progress in the Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations. The failure of Israel 
to honour its commitments to the Palesti- 
nians has threatened the whole peace 
process with collapse. Fortunately, that 
has not happened yet and the new agree- 
ment offers a glimpse of hope that could 
save the staggering negotiations. It is 
Israel which can either keep that hope 
alive by respecting its promises or let it 
fade by maintaining its intransigence in 
dealing with the Pales tinians . 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily on Saturday commended the 
Jordanian-American relations which it said were based on 
mutual respect since the 1950s. These relations, said the 
paper, have successfully overcome many historical tests. It 
is expected that His Majesty King Hussein’s visit to 
Washington in the end of March and his meeting with 
American President Bill Clinton would enhance bilateral 
relations and protect the two countries' joint interests, said 
the paper. We also hope that the visit to the Kingdom by 
American Secretary of State Warren Christopher as part of 
i a regional tour would contribute to the success of the 
King’s summit with Mr. Clinton and consequently support 
the peace process, the newspaper added. The historical 
friendship hes between the countries make us confident of 
the ability of the American administration to protect thk 
friendship and to fuHfU the requirements sof such a 
friendship, the paper continued, we are confident that the 
American dedsion-making mechanism would not allow 
internal political factors to undermine the administration’s 
foreign commitments and would not allow harming the 
credibility of the U.S. at the imemationala level and thus 
shake international confidence in Washington’s leading 
role in the world. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour Arabic daily Saturday dealt 
with the Ministry of Information’s decision to liquidate 
Sawt Al Shaab newspaper and the banning of two weeklies 
on temporary basis. Taher Al Adwan asked if that means a 
confrontation between the press and the government or it is 
just a correction of press conditions. He said the press in 
Jordan works in accordance with a new press and publica- 
tions law endorsed by the previous Parliament. This law, he 
said, allowed the press more freedom than can be tolerated 
by the executive authority, which is the reason why there 
were complaints of abusing this freedom by the press. He 
said there were hopes that the government would stake 
tangible steps to privatise the official media. Including the 
press agency and the television, in order to make Jordan an 
Arab and international media centre. Monopolising the 
mass media is a character of dictatorships and thus the 
government’s control of the mass media contravenes the 
principles of democracy, he said. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Jordan-Israel trade prospects: 
Reciprocity is not fair 


IRRESPECTIVE OF the marginal noise against norma- 
lisation of economic relations with Israel, that some 
ideologists make about it is quite obvious that borders with 
the Jewish state will soon open for trade exchange. The 
peace treaty, signed on Oct. 26, requires the removal of all 
obstacles hindering the free flow of goods between the two 
countries within six months. 

This does not mean only the cancellation of boycott, but 
also the conclusion of a trade agreement to facilitate the 
exchange of commodities before May 1995. 

Therefore, the arguments over trade normalisation is 
simply a waste of time and energy. The only result is that 
those involved in the arguments will deprive themselves of 
the opportunity to participate and influence the terms of 
trade, which will be agreed upon in order to safeguard die 
best interests of Jordan. 

The real question, therefore, is not whether or not we 
shall trade with Israel, but whether or not this trade will be 
fair and equitable to Jordan and wOl not hurt the Jordanian 
industrial and agricultural producers by putting them 
unprepared at a disadvantage. 

ft is generally known that the trade negotiations between 
Jordan and Israel are rather tough. It is not advancing 
smoothly due to the usual Israeli rigidity. Israel, it seems, is 
not ready to give Jordan meaningful concessions or admit 
that Jordan is entitled to a preferential treatment, insisting 
on the principle of reciprocity despite the different cir- 
cumstances. 

It seems at the first instance that reciprocity is fare and 
just, but it is not so. Jordan is a developing country while 
Israel is an industrialised state. It is natural that developing 
economies expect a preferential treatment in the markets 


of industrialised and more advanced markets. 

Trade exchange based on full customs exemption does 
not give Jordan any real advantage in the Israeli market 
because Israel has free trade area agreements with the 
European Union (EU) and the United States or North 
American Free Trade Area (NAFTA). To put Jordan on 
equal footing with Europe and America does not give 
Jordan a real opportunity to succeed. 

On the other hand, the reciprocal tax exemption is very 
costly to Jordan, because custom protection is as high as 50 
per cent, but it is not that costly to Israel where custom 
protection is much lower and most trade partners are 
exempted of customs anyway. 

Hie exchange of trade without any exemptions means 
that Jordan will not be able to sell in the Israeli market and 
compete with European and American tax-exempt pro- 
ducts, while Israel will be able to act on equal footing with 
Jordan's other trade partners. 

The only solution is to give Jordan substantial exemp- 
tions without insisting on reciprocity, especially when 
Jordan cannot flood the Israeli market and has no capacity 
to contribute, under the best of circumstances, more than 
one or two per cent of the total Israeli imports. 

If Israel refused to give Jordan the necessary preferential 
treatment, then trade between the two countries should be 
restricted to equal quotas which is the worst form of 
international trade — Egyptian style. In that case, Israel 
will not be allowed to export to Jordan more than it imports 
from Jordan. A clearing account will be conducted by the 
two central banks, which should be a self-liquidating 
account i.e., it cannot be settled except through imports 
from the other side. 


America’s quest for 
an Islamic policy 


By Mushahid Hussein 

AMERICAN ATTI- 
TUDES, official and 
non-official, towards 

? uestions related to 
slam now revolve 
around a campaign that 
has replaced the oft-cited 
term ‘"fundamentalism” 
with the more politically 
palatable term “tenor- 
ism.” It is a convenient 
way of defining the 
"enemy” more as a 
security threat than an 
ideological one. There 
are three recent pointers 
to this and, despite offi- 
cial denials, Islam is still 
perceived as the single 
most significant “threat” 
to the United States, and 
indeed to Western 
strategic and “civilisa- 
tional” interests, if rhe- 
toric in the forthco ming 
French presidential elec- 
tion is any indicator of 
the European mood. 

First there was Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s order 
of Jan. 24, freezing all 
assets in the U.S. of a 
dozen Middle Eastern 
organisations allegedly 
engaged in acts of terror- 
ism and making it illegal 
for them to raise fund or 
have contributions sent 
to them from American 
territory. This followed 
Jan. 22 bombing at Beit 
Lid which killed 21 
Israelis. 

Second, there is the 
New York trial of the 
Egyptian cleric. Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahm an, 
who, along with 11 
others, is charged with 
conspiring to bomb the 
World Trade Centre in 
New York in March 
1993. The U.S. Justice 
Department has based 
its conspiracy case on an 
old, rarely used sedition 
law dating back to the 
American civil war, 
accusing the 56-year-old 
blind imam of waging a 
religious “war of urban 
terrorism against the 
U.S.” The U.S. prosecu- 
tion has even branded 
Abdul Rahman as an 
'ardent dissenter from 
modem Islamic thought 
and practice,” implying 
perhaps that the Clinton 
administration is in a 
better position to pass 
udgement on what con- 
stitutes “modern Islamic 
thought and practice,” 

In its issue of Jan. 22, the 
Washington Times car- 
ried a cartoon offensive 
to handicapped people 
and prejudicial to a per- 
son racing trial, in which 
the Sheikh was shown 
with his blind eye graphi- 
cally depicted being led 
on a leash by a roaming 


tiger labelled “terror.” 

Third, the popular 
misconception of Islam is 
evident in the recent 
controversy over the 
establishment of a Saudi- 
financed Muslim school 
in suburban Washington. 
The school, which fulfils 
all legal requirements, is 
.^eing opposed on such 
outlandish grounds, as 
that, , “it could harbour 
Middle East terrorists” 
or that its students “may 
shoot at low-flying air- 
craft landing and depart- 
ing from Dulles Interna- 
tional Airport, according 
to a story in the 
Washington Post. 

The credibility gap 

In this oontext of U.S. 
policy and perceptions 
relating to issues involv- 
• ing Muslims and Islam, it 
is not surprising that 
American relations with 
the Muslim World suffer 
from a serious credibility 
gap that is widening as 
the gulf continues to 
broaden between U.S. 
pronouncements and 
practices. Some exam- 
ples of this follow. Sudan 
is constantly derided as a 
state aiding and abetting 
/international terror- 
ism” and it is even listed 
by the State Depart- 
ment, together with 
Iran, Iraq. Syria, Libya. 
North Korea and Cuba, 
as a “terrorist state,” 
although Sudan fully 
cooperated with France 
and the U.S. in the ex- 
tradition of the famous 
terrorist Carlos. Furth- 
ermore, Syria remains 
on the list of the State 
Department’s “terrorist 
states” but the U.S. does 
not hesitate to enlist Sy- 
rian support on behalf of 
U.S. interests, as was the 
case in the Gulf war or, 
more recently, by invit- 
ing the Syrian army chief 
to Washington for talks 
with his Israeli counter- 
part. 

While there is consider- 
able U.S. pressure on Mus- 
lim countries in the Arab 
World and outside to renew 
the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
Israel is exempt from such 
pressures. Contrast this 
with U.S. attitudes to Iran, 
which remains an abiding 
American obsession, not 
just on account of “radical 
Islamic fundamentalism, 
extremism, terrorism,” etc, 
but also due to its newly 
discovered alleged quest for 
nuclear weapons. In a wide- 
ranging foreign policy 
speech at Harvard Uni- 
versity on Jan. 20. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, said that “the U.S. 
places the highest priority 
on denying Iran a nuclear 
weapons capability." 


Different standards are 
set for Muslim states even 
on democracy and human 
rights, which the U.S. 
claims to uphold, as is the 
case with Kashmir, Bosnia, 
Cbechenya or Algeria. In 
the latter, an Islamist party, 
which had won a fair and 
free poll, was denied power 
by the military with 
Washington’s concurrence. 
The former U.S. secretary 
of state, James"' Baker, 
admitted to this double 
standard in an interview 
with the Middle East 
Quarterly when he said: 
“When I was at the State 
Department, we pursued a 
policy of excluding the 
radical fundamentalists in 
Algeria, even though we 
recognised that this was 
somewhat at odds with our 
support of democracy.” 
There is some evidence 
that the U.S. administra- 
tion may be reviewing its 
policy of blacking dissident 
Islamic movements in the 
Muslim World. It is known, 
for instance, that it has had 
discreet political contact 
with the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) 
through its embassy in 
Algiers. In a recent inter- 
view with The New Yorker , 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak angrily told his 
American interviewer: 
“Your government is in 
contact with those terrorists 
from the Muslim Brother- 
hood. This has been done 
very secretly, without our 
knowledge at first. You 
think yon can correct the 
mistakes you made in Iran, 
where you had no contact 
with Khomeini before be 
seized power." 

A final illustration comes 
from the support provided 
to the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) from Amer- 
ican soil through Irish orga- 
nisations like Noraid. This 
was never made illegal all 
through the 1970s and ‘80s, 
although the IRA engaged 
in acts of terrorism against a 
U.S. ally, namely Britain. > 
This never evoked the kind 
of official U.S. reaction that 
is evident in the case of the 
Middle East — a classic 
example of different stan- 
dards. 

Washington’s dflemma 

Iran apart, the centre- 
piece of America’s 
approach to the Muslim 
World, namely the Israel - 
Palestine conflict, threatens 
to unravel as resistance to 
Israeli occupation in the 
occupied territories often 
becomes synonymous 
among Palestinians with 
opposition to Yasser Ara- 
fat. This dilemma for 
Washington's Middle East 
policy was aptly summed up 
by a Palestinian professor, 
in a piece entitled “Arafat's 
Dilemma,” in die January 
1995 issue of Current His- 
tory: “Arafat has to serve 
. two masters: his people and 
the Israeli government. If 
he listens too much to the 
Palestinian people, his cre- 


dibility will suffer In the 
eyes of Israel; if he 
accommodates Israeli de- 
sires be will lose his people, 
and thus his claim to legi- 
timacy. Sooner or later 
Arafat will have to return to 
his constituency if he wants 
to remain in command at 
borne. He has to reclaim his 
standing among the Palesti- 
nians. . Above all, Arafat 
has to incorporate Hamas 
in the Palestine National 
Authority. No force can 
destroy Hamas because 
Hamas is much more than 
an opposition gronp: 
Hamas is a sentiment; it is 
an index to Palestinian frus- 
tration with Arafat’s lead- 
ership and with Israel’s con- 
tinued attempts to domin- 
ate the Palestinians.” 

For the future, three 
aspects will be crucial in the 
formulation and imple- 
mentation of America’s 
policy towards Islam. Fust, 
with a presidential election 
approaching in 1996, it will 
be increasingly difficult for 
U.S. politicians, in and out 
of government, to ensure 
that Israeli interests do not 
take precedence over U.S. 
interests in the Muslim 
World. For instance, in an 
interview on Jan. 15 with 
Israeli television, the speak- 
er of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Newt Gingrich, 
strongly favoured moving 
the embassy from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem, which is occu- 
pied territory, a move at 
variance with official U.S. 
policy. Interestingly, 
among the mainstream 
American press, only the 
Chicago Tribune came out 
with an editorial criticising 
what it termed as “Ging- 
rich's dubious overture to 
Israel,” adding, in an in- 
dictment of U.S. politi- 
cians’ obsequious record to- 
wards Israel, that “one sus- 
pects. however, that it was 
not Israel’s interests that 
were uppermost in the 
Speaker’s mind, but his 
own.” 

Second, there is already 
talk among establishment 
academics in the U.S. of 
some sort of an “Islamic 
domino theory” that, “if we 
don’t stop the Islamists in 
Algeria, then they’ll take 
over Tunisia, followed by 
Egypt, followed by Tur- 
key." It is amazing that 
such puerile concoctions 
still have a foothold among 
Washington policy-makers 
almost a generation after 
the collapse of the first 
“domino theory’’ in the bat- 
tlefields of Indochina. . 

Finally, the greatest cbal- 
lenge to the U.S. in its 
policy towards Islam is to 
bridge the yawning chasm 
between pronouncements 
and policy on many issues 
concerning the Muslim 
world, including terrorism, 
democracy, human rights 
■““dew weapons. A 
credible U.S. policy can fol- 
low only when there is clar- 
ity and consistency on such 
issues. 


Middle East International 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 1995 


An illusion of 
progress in 

peace talks 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM — Middle East 
leaders are creating an 
appearance of action for 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher as he 
makes his first tour of the 
region in three months to 
get the stalled peace pro- 
cess back on track. 

Whether this will result 
in real moves forward is 
less certain, but Mr. Christ- 
opher, whose relatively 
lengthy absence from the 
Middle East was partly dic- 
tated by having to deal with 
a new and hostile Con- 
gress, seems to have got 
one point across. 

This is that he cannot 
keep up last year’s schedule 
of taking a week out of 
every month to tour the 
area merely to hear the 
parties — who have been 
urgently seeking his return 
in recent weeks — repeat 
that their positions are un- 
changed. 

As Mr. Christopher flew 
in to the region last 
Wednesday, Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) were busy 
repairing some of the dam- 
age done to their 1993 
peace deal by their dispute 
over the Islamic guerrilla 
threat to Israeli security. 

In an announcement on 
Thursday, Israel agreed to 
a July 1 target date for 
agreement on troop rede- 
ployment in the West Bank 
and Palestinian elections, 
while the PLO made fresh 
pledges to crack down on 
the Islamic suicide bom- 
bers. 

The same day, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin made a lightning 
visit to Jordan to brief His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
the kind of quick and easy 
Arab-Israeli contact 
Washington likes to see. 

Though U.S. officials de- - 
nied playing a direct role, 
the moves enabled them to 
claim that Mr. Christopher, 
whose mission started off in 
a mood of some pessimism, 
was making headway. 

“Every time that we have 
seen (the peace process) 
under stress, under press- 
ure, under challenge, there 
has always been this dear- 
cut determination to stick 
with negotiations as a way 
to solve problems," one 
official said triumphantly. 

But questions linger over 
whether the latest Israel- 
PLO ’accord will really 
bring the promised troop 
withdrawals and elections, 
moves that should have 
occurred eight months ago. 
i Can it survive another 


fciidde bombing in Israel, 
and can it reserve the 
ebbing tide of support 
among ordinary Arabs and 
Israelis for a peace that has 
brought Israelis only ^ 
guerrilla outrages and 
Palestinians just fresh eco- 
nomic woes? 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has promised to por 
guerrillas on trial soon. But 
some Western diplomats 
doubt whether he will pro- 
secute any important fi- 
gures at a time when Israeli 
troops continue to shoot 
Palestinians and Israeli set- 
tlements in the West Bank 
continue to expand. 

Meanwhile, U.S. offi- 
dals are trying to tackle the 
economic problem by re- 
focusing aid to the Palesti- 
nians to produce what they 

call “visible" progress 

improved houses, roads 
and sewers and above all 
new jobs in the depressed 
Gaza Strip. 

For these officials, and 
most analysts, see the suc- 
cess of the Israel-PLO deal 
as central to the entire Mid- 
dle East peace process, and 
in particular the chances of 
bringing in Syria, the key 
remaining hold-out coun- 
try. 

Syria may not agree to a 
Golan Heights deal with 
Israel even with an Israeh- 
PLO settlement. Bnt it 
almost certainly will not 
without one, political 
analysts argue. 

U.S., Israeli, Palestinian, 
Jordanian and Egyptian 
leaders have been repeat-, 
ing that time is slipping' 
away for an accord with 
Syria before campai gning 
starts for next year’s Israeli 
elections that could bring 
the hawkish Likud Party to 
power. 

Only Syria itself has not 
joined in the chorus, pre- 
sumably because it fears 
that to do so would weaken 
its bargaining position. 

- Some Syrian officials have 
suggested Mr. Rabin may 

- feel he will do better at the 
polls without an agreement 
with Syria. 

Still, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
commented on Saturday: 
“The Syrians are also be- 
ginning to understand that 
time is running out. Fm not 
saying this to make an im- 
pression. We have 20 
months left which are irre- 
placeable." 

U.S. officials are hoping 
for some Syrian gesture 
when Mr. Christopher 
visits Damascus in the next 
few days, notably an agree- 
ment to resume direct t*llr* 
with Israel in Washington 
which were broken off last 
December. 
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Who is in debt 
to whom? 

To the Editor: 

^ THIS time when Jorda nia n journalists, academics ^ 
pronnnent political figures are busy denouncing Amer- 
ican s backsliding on its pledges to reduceJordanian 
indebtedness, and calling h “a danger to the peace 
process, we should ask ourselves whether this is eitbera 
truthful or a useful exercise. 

-I) 1 ® Imkage between the Jordanian peace initiative and 
Jordanian indebtedness was made fin* by American 
spokesmen and the American media. It is strange, there- 
fi? tbat those wbo are today critic^America 
of Jordan’s motives to making 

If 3 ® ' reduces the event to a sordid 
transaction for monetary considerations. 
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How Islamist militants put Egypt on trial 

Raymond Stock became part of a courtroom drama following the stabbing of an Arab Nobel prize winner 


IT IS a long drive from 
central Cairo to the former 
military aerodrome at 
Haikstep. It sits in the de- 
sert on the Ismailiyah 
Road, beyond the last high- 
rise buildings that mark die 
limits of greater Cairo. 
Dunes rise across the road 
from the base, dwarfing its 
walls. Special buses take 
viators several kilometres 
from the rnain entrance to 
the shabby amphitheatre 
where die Military High 
Court meets. 

These bleak surround- 
ings have been the set for 
the extraor din ary trial of 
the men accused of last 
October’s murder attempt 
on writer Naguib Mahfouz, 
the Arab World’s first 
Nobel laureate in litera- 
ture. 

Haikstep has become 
one of the main battlefields 
in the Egyptian govern- 
ment’s war against Islamist 
militants, which has 
claimed more than 640 lives 
in the last three years. Dur- 
ing this period, the author- 
ities have used military tri- 
bunals to prosecute civi- 
lians accused of terrorism 
after ordinary courts failed 
to produce results. Trials 
and punishments have been 
swift. The case of those 
accused of trying to kill 
Mahfouz, who was stabbed 
twice in the neck outside 
his Cairo home on Oct. 14, 
was no exception. 

When the six-week trial 
ended on Jan. 10, two of 
the 16 defendants, who 
faced charges ranging from 
attempting to kill Mahfouz 
and plotting against the 
security of the state, to 
belonging to the illegal A1 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah (Isla- 
mic Group), were given 
death sentences. Two 
others received life impris- 
onment, nine received 
terms ranging from three to 
15 years, and three were 
acquitted. 

Unless President Hosni 
Mubarak intervenes the 
two condemned men, 
Mohamed Nagi Mustafa, 
21, an electrical appliance 
repairman convicted of the 
actual assault on Mahfouz, 
and Mohamed Khudayr AI 
Mabalawi, 23, a student, 
face execution by hanging. 

The murder, three years 
ago of Farag Foda, a secu- 
larist writer and friend of 
Mahfouz, marked a turn in 
the war — the killin g of 
intellectuals. Mahfouz had 
aroused the militants’ 
wrath with his 1959 novel 
Awiad Haratina (published 
in En glish as Children of 
Gebelawi). 

Before the Haikstep 
trial, Nagi had confessed 
on television that he bad 
stabbed Mahfouz in execu- 
tion of a death sentence 
issued in a fatwa (religious 
legal opinion) by Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman, now 
on trial on terrorism con- 


spiracy charges in New 
York. 

In early 1989, shortly af- 
ter Ayatollah Khomeini’s 
fatwa against the author 
Salman Rushdie, Abdul 
Rahman condemned 
Mahfouz for his allegedly 
blasphemous Gebelawi. 

Abdul Rahman is said to 
have declared that if 
Mahfouz had been 
punished in 1959, Rushdie 
would never have pub- 
lished his Satanic Verses in 
1988. 

In spite of the threat, 
Mahfouz refused police 
protection. He proved, 
however, a difficult target. 
Even though he was 83 in 
December and sustained 
serious injuries in the 
attack, Mahfouz survived 
the knifiiy g. 

That the nearly deaf-and- 
bfind Mahfouz, who walks 
with a cane, suffers from 
sugar diabetes and a heart 
condition, even made it 
through the operation is a 
miracle, say his doctors. 
The impairment of his writ- 
ing hand was the assailant’s 
symbolic, if Pyrrhic, vic- 
tory. 

Ironically, Nagi, who 
claimed he had never read 
any of Mahfouz’s work, 
had difficulty using his left 
arm during the trial, the 
result of a police bullet 
caught during bis capture. 

His capture came quick- 
ly. The speed and range of 
arrests after the attack 
raised questions about 
whether this was just a case 
of rounding op “the usual 
suspects.” 

Yet the contradictory be- 
haviour of the defendants 
before, during and after the 
trial, and the vagueness of 
some of the physical evi- 
■dence, makes it even more 
difficult to assess their 
guih. It is also typical of the 
bizarre, almost Alice in 
.Wonderland-like conun- 
drum that confronts any- 
one trying to make sense of 
events in Egypt. 

The dues start the night 
before the attack. At 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 13, 
Mahfouz’s sixth Nobel 
anniversary, two men 
claiming to be admirers of 
the writer, bearing flowers 
and sweets, stopped at this 
apartment. Mahfouz’s 
wife, Atiyah, told them 
that Naguib was not home; 
they could find him the 
next day at 5 p.m. in his 
weekly □ ad wall (literary 
salon) at Casino Kasr AI- 
NU. The men, one dressed 
as a Gulf Arab, then left. 
Atiyah later told me, "they 
bad funny-sounding ao- 
cents for Golf Arabs.” 

At 4:50 p.m. cm Friday, 
the novelist got into the red 
1989 Fiat Regata in which 
Fathi Hashem, a phar- 
maceutical marketer, took 
him each week at the same 
time from his doorstep to 
the nadwah. An elegantly 


A LIFE FOREVER 
CHANGED: Nobel 
Laureate Naguib 
Mahfouz, who was 
stabbed ontside his 
Cairo home on Oct. 14, 
now lives in a “for- 
tress** with security 
people accompanying 
him on all his moves 
(File photo) 



dressed young man 
approached from the foot- 
path nearby. The affable 
Mahfouz, unable to see 
who it was, offered the 
vaguely human shape his 
hand through the open car 
window. Instead of shaking 
it, the presumed well- 
wisher stabbed Mahfouz 
twice in the neck. 

Hashem chased the 
assailant but remembering 
the wounded Mahfouz, 
rushed back to his side. He 
polled die knife from the 
writer’s neck and threw it 
on die ground, where it was 
later recovered. Hashem 
then put his hand on 
Mahfouz’s wound to stop 
the flow of blood, and 
backed his car up to foe 
hospital next door. Within 
moments, the stoic old 
novelist was in surgery. 

With almost equal speed, 
government ministers were 
at his bedside and televi- 
sion crew in train. This 
turned the writer, who had 
avoided any overt political 
role all his life, from a 
symbol of Egypt’s literary 
genius into an icon of vic- 
tory in the struggle with die 
extremists. 

The arrests came just as 
quickly. On Saturday, the 
main group of alleged con- 
spirators were in custody 
after a raid on a coffee- 
house in die Cairo district 
of Ain Shams. Several, in- 


cluding Nagi and Mafaala- 
wi, were wounded. Their 

g urported ringleader, 
asim Khalil, reportedly 
died exchanging gunfire 
with security forces in the 
same raid. 

Dnring the next few 
days, dozens of people 
were said to have been held 
in a sweep for people 
thought involved — includ- 
ing several who had been 
extradited from neighbour- 
ing Arab states. 

The handful of Egyptian 
journalists who covered the 
trial, the defendants, their 
lawyers and even a few 
security people had a name 
for the proceedings. They 
called it a masrahiyah, a 
stage play. Everyone sup- 
posedly knew their part, 
and how things would turn 
out. And from the start 
there was an atmosphere of 
depressing theatrics and 
futile haggling in the cour- 
troom. 

The trial’s opening cm 
Dec. 6 felt vaguely off- 
Broadway. The defen- 
dants, all bearded and with 
heads shaven, sat in their 
cages dad in thin, white 
cotton dothes against die 
cold. At their counsel's re- 
quest, the chief judge cal- 
led out to each defendant 
by his first nam e, asking 
what had happened to 
them in custody. Each then 
recited a list of injuries 


suffered during and after 
their apprehension. 

The judge, in his briga- 
dier's uniform, listened to 
the litany with politeness, 
adjourned the court, and 
left. 

As he did so, a tumult 
began. Reporters and 
photographers rushed at 
the cages, and, in a single 
movement, the defendants 
lifted their shirts to show 
the scars allegedly inflicted 
by the state. 

Yet, defying predictions, 
the- defence tikxhiot 'try' to 
justify the crime by accus- 
ing Mahfouz of knfr (unbe- 
lief), but instead tried to 
show that the defendants 
simply had no connection 
with the crime. 

On the second day of the 
trial, when one bearded 
lawyer urged the court to 
seek the opinion of Al 
Azhar. Egypt’s centre of 
Islamic orthodoxy, about 
Mahfouz as a Muslim, one 
of his colleagues shoved 
him aside. “We don’t care 
whether Mahfouz is a kafir 
(unbeliever),” or whatever 
said Yehia Kassem, a big, 
sleek, mustachioed man in 
his late 40s, with the man- 
ner of an Egyptian Perry 
Mason. Instead, he said, 
the question was whether 
these men had committed 
specific crimes, and the de- 
fence would show that they 
had not. 


Throughout the trial, the 
defendants continued to 
claim innocence. 
Although, reportedly, they 
made contradictory state- 
ments to the press. To me, 
they denied any hostility to 
. Mahfouz, and said they 
were loyal neither to Abdul 
Rahman nor the Islamic 
- Group, of which be is said 
to be sprritiial leader. I 
asked Nagi, a slender, 
young man, whether he 
had knifed Mah_fouz, 
’ ‘whether he thought Mni an 
unbeliever, arid-rf fioeven 
had an opinion -'as- to 
whether be was an unbe- 
. liever. “No,” he replied to 
each question. 

Later, I tried to test him 
more thoroughly. I told 
Nad that I usually ride with 
Mahfouz and Hashem on 
Fridays to the nadwah, in 
the same car in which the 
attack took place. On the 
day of the assault, I was in 
New York; had I returned 
to Egypt on schedule, I 
would likely have been in 
the car with them. Nagi 
blushed. “I didn’t know 
anything about it until the 
next day,” be blurted, eyes 
cast down in embarrass- 
ment. 

Like an the defendants, 
Nagi claimed that he had 
been tortured. He told me 
that his television confes- 
sion was done “under 
pressure,” and that “there 


was someone behind me” 
prompting his responses to 
questions. Nagi said that he 
never met anyone from the 
press before the trial. 

The chief physical evi- 
dence against Nagi was 
apparently a handprint 
found on Hashem’s car. 
Kassem said this did not 
show up in police tests until 
six weeks after the crime. 
Fathi Hashem, the chief 
witness, was never shown 
Nagi in person, but identi- 
fied him from photographs. 
In court, Hashem said that 
be had only seen the upper 
half of the assailant’s race. 

In spite of defence de- 
mands for their appear- 
ance, neither Mahfouz nor 
his wife testified. Mahfouz, 
excused on health grounds, 
told prosecutors that he 
could not see who stabbed 
him. The chief judge re- 
fused to ask Atiyah, who 
tentatively identified from 
photos both Nagi and 
Rasim Khalil, the man kil- 
led in the Oct. 15 raid, as 
tiie two men who visited 
their home the night before 
the attack, to come before 
the tribunal. 

There were powerful 
personal ironies for me at 
Haikstep. While getting to 
know the defendants and, 
to a lesser extent, their 
families, an awkward rap- 
port developed between us. 
My status as a non-Muslim 
foreigner, who also had a 
close relationship with 
Mahfouz, did not seem to 
bother them. As an Amer- 
ican, they probably felt I 
offered a better channel for 
them to the outside world. 

On the day of judgment 
the chief judge simply read 
the verdicts and left — it 
was over in less than 10- 
minutes. Instantly drop- 
ping their apolitical poses, 
the prisoners shouted 
Islamist slogans. As I tried 
to reach Nagi, a group of 
defendants called out: 
“Raymond — teS'Neguzb 
Mahfouz that tie has no 
place on earth. Tell trim 
that by God and the 
Prophet, he is an unbeliev- 
er.” I replied sharply: 
“You denied all this during 
the trial.” 

As I got dose to Nagi, he 
was t alking to someone. 
When he looked my way, 
his face was affectionate. 
While I struggled to sum- 
mon the words to ask him 
once again if he were truly 
gnfity, and what he felt at 


the moment, a security 
man pulled me away. As I 
look d back over my shoul- 
der, I could barely make 
Nagi out as the crowd was 
cleared away. 

Back at the main entr- 
ance, we found the fright- 
ened families of the defen- 
dants. The principal defen- 
dant's mother spotted me. 
“What about Mohamed 
Nagi?” she asked. “Execu- 


tion,” I whispered. She 
slapped her cheeks in de- 
spair and ran away, wail- 
ing. 

The trial at Haikstep may 
or may not have told os 
“whodunnit.” After the 
attack on Mahfouz, there 
was much talk about a 
possible Algeria-like cam- 
paign to eliminate intellec- 
tuals that tiie Islamists con- 
sider enemies of God. So 
far, this has not happened, 
although revenge killings 
after the executions are 
feared. And the singe in 
violence in Upper Egypt 
which followed the trial 1 
seemed unrelated to the * 
events on the Ismailiyah • 
Road. 1 

Yet the war is now merd- . 
less. Al Haqq Ali Gadd Al j 
Haqq, the Sheikh of Al e 
A zhar, said last month that [ 
the militants were false 
Muslims who “should be 
killed, or crucified, or have 
their hands and feet cut 
off”, punishments not legal 
in Egypt. Meanwhile, state 
security forces have killed a 
number of alleged Islamist 
terrorists, some in queston- 

able circumstances . 

For their part, the mili- 
tants, accusing the Mubar- 
ak regime of rampant cor- 
ruption and of failing to 
establish an Islamic state, 
have murdered hundreds of 
policemen, soldiers and 
bystanders, harassed and 
killed members of the J 
country’s Coptic Christian § 
minority, tried to assassin- s 
ate the president and sever- , 
al government ministers, ^ 
and shot foreign tourists. 
Bnt the attack on Mahfouz 
proved a costly blunder for 
the militan ts in their cam- 
paign for the hearts and 
minds of Egyptians a gainst ; 
die government 

As for Mahfouz, his life , 
is changed utterly. . 
Although his health is im- n 
proving and his spirits s 
good , - his right arm may r , 
never be^tite-same. When h 
he j/enturesTout of Jris e 
home', new/ a fortress, he 
moves in an armed convoy, s 
His friends joke nervously 1« 
about all the guns, but their »« 
freedom of movement, £ 
taken for granted for 50 0 
years, is gone. « 

When I briefed Mahfouz *1 
on the trial, his remarks 
were terse. “They knew the ” 
law, and what they were 
doing, at the start,” be 
said, stabbing tiie air with 
his weakened hand, his u 
still-hoarse voice rising in - 
anger. “Implementing the n 
law requires no comment.” * 
n 

y 

Raymond Stock is writing a n 
biography of Nagnib ^ 
Mahfouz for Farrar , Straus 
& Giroux, Inc. Book Pub- 
lishers in New York. He ' 
lives in Cairo. Tbisartiehis n 
reprinted from the Fman- 4 
dal Times. 
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Massadeh was the only one of 
the five presidential candi- 
dates to support the minister 
of justice’s decision. 

The election of Mr. Nasser 
is viewed as a setback to 
government efforts to stem a 
tide of "anti-normalisation’’ 
sentiment in professional 
associations. The bar associa- 
tion, along with other profes- 
sional associations, has vocal- 
ly opposed Jordan’s peace 


treaty with Israel despite 
warnings from the govern- 
ment that it should recommit 
itself to addressing issues re- 
lated to the profession rather 
than meddling in politics. 

The association, winch has 
historically acted as a politic- 
al forum in the absence of 
political parties, insists that a 
majority of lawyers and 
Jordanian society opposes 
the treaty, and the JBA, as a 
popular party, has a right to 
continue to resist normalisa- 
tion with Israel. 


Iraq urges Kurds to talks 

(Continued from page 12) 


The shelling of Kifri south- 
west of Solaymaniyeh had 
destroyed dozens of homes 
and “hundreds of families 
have been forced to leave the 
town, creating a refugee ex- 
odus,” the PUK said in a 
statement. 

But Mr. Sahaf said that 
“what is happening in north- 
ern Iraq is a dash between 
Kurdish factions.” 

Baghdad last week denied 
Kurdish reports that its army 
was massing close to northern 
Iraq and shelling towns in the 
region. 

But it confirmed that fight- 
ing had taken place with the 
PUK on Sunday night, saying 
its army bad driven back a 
PUK attack, causing several 
casualties among the Kurds. 

The KDP appears to be 
more amenable to negotiat- 
ing for Kurdish autonomy 
with the Iraqi government 
than the PUK, which has 
always been more hostile to 
Baghdad than its rival. 


If Iraq has launched a ma- 
jor offensive, it would force 
the PUK to fight on two 
fronts and eliminating it 
could open the way for a 
dialogue between the KDP 
and Baghdad. 

There have been uncon- 
firmed reports that Iraq has 
also reinforced its troops in 
the south, where they have 
been fighting an intermittent 
war with Shiite Muslim rebels 
since another ill-fated rebel- 
lion right after the Golf war. 

Blast kills woman 

A would-be woman bom- 
ber died inside the security 
headquarters of the KDP on 
Saturday when an explosive 
device smuggled under her 
full-length chador went off 
prematurely, security officers 
for the group said. 

A senior KDP official said 
the woman, identified as 
Khadija Abdullah Ghafur, 
had close ties to the PUK. 


(Continued from page 1) 
that a breakthrough was 
achieved in the latest round 
with Peres which is not quite 
true. The only breakthrough 
can be achieved when we 
reach an agreement on both 
the troop withdrawal and 
holding elections,” he said. 

Palestinian sources in 
Cairo said Mr. Arafat plan- 
ned to ask Mr. Mubarak to 
urge Japan to increase finan- 
cial assistance to the Palesti- 
nian Authority. Mr. Mubar- 
ak starts a three-day visit to 
Japan on Sunday. 

Earlier, Mr. Mubarak told 
the Egyptian cabinet that the 
Middle East peace process 
“is going through the most 
difficult stage.” 

Mr. Mubarak said he 
hoped the current regional 
tour by Mr. Christopher 
would “result m the removal 
of obstacles hindering the 
peace process on its various 
tracks and achieve progress.” 

Mr. Arafat's visit to Cairo 
came ahead of meetings by 
foe central committee of his 
mainstream Fateh faction 
and of the PLO Executive 
Committee, set for Mid- 
March in Tunis. 

There is significant opposi- 
tion to the autonomy deal in 
both committees and Mr. 
Arafat is hoping for concrete 
moves from Israel to win over 
his critics. 

Mr. Peres said Friday 
Israel and the PLO broke 
through the stalemate in their 
negotiations during weeks of 
secret talks iu which they 
derided to implement the 
next stage of autonomy in 
gradual steps. 

"What we agreed to and 
announced yesterday is that 


the redeployment and the 
transfer of authorities in (the 
West Bank) will be carried 
out in a gradual manner,” 
Mr. Peres said on Israel's 
second television channel. 

“We uill take a step, we 
will see the reactions and the 
actions. And then we will 
fake another step,” he said. 

Mr. Peres revealed that 
during past weeks, Israelis 
and Palestinians continued to 
meet quietly, and were able 
to draw np a game plan for 
renewing negotiations. 

"We condncted quiet 
negotiations in the past 
weeks and we readied the 
conclusion that will cany out 
the second stage in pieces,” 
he said. "Each piece will 
indude redeployment, trans- 
fer of authorities, security 
issues, economic issues.” 

Dr. Shaath confirmed on 
Friday the talks bad taken 
place. 

“We don’t declare all our 
negotiations,*’ said Dr. 
Shaath, a minister in the 
Palestinian Authority. 

"There was a meeting in 
Sweden and we discussed 
ways to get out of the crisis 
we were in.” 

Mr. Peres said he believed 
Mr. Arafat bad begun to rein 
in militants “much more than 
he did before,” and that 
Palestinian policemen in the 
Gaza Strip had apparently 
foiled a number of attempted 
attacks in Israel. He said 
Israel demanded from Mr. 
Arafat an even greater crack- 
down. 

Another Palestine official 
said the Palestinian self-rule 
authority is to debate diffe- 
rent alternatives on the fate 
of Jerusalem. 


(Continued from page 1) 

“I believe tiie system is 
incompatible with the strug- 
gle against poverty in tiie 
world,” said Mr. Castro, one 
of the world’s few remaining 
Marxist leaders. 

Swedish Prime Minister 
Ingvar Carlsson, echoing 
comments from other lead- 
ers, said only real action 
would prove whether the 
world could live up to its 
commitments in 
Copenhagen. 

He said: “Either we make 
history together ... or history 
will judge us as guilty of 
losing an opportunity to 
change an inhuman and un- 
just order." 

France, Denmark and Ger- . 
many all proposed action in 
the fight against poverty, un- 
employment and social exclu- 


sion — the key themes of the 
summit. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand urged a trade-off 
between rich and poor coun- 
tries: increased aid from 
wealthy to developing coun- 
tries which were ready to end 
the exploitation of children 
and other workers. 

The Copenhagen declara- 
tion contains 10 non-binding 
commitments and a 65-page 
plan of action. 

It has been criticised by 
many Third World delegates 
and non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs) for failing 
to provide new financial re- 
sources or to make firm com- 
mitments in a specified time 
to tackle the problem of de- 
veloping countries' debt, now 
estimated at nearly 52,000 
billion. 


Qatar questions sanctions II' 

(Continued from page 12) at sea at tiie end of the Gutf 


Saud holds talks in Syria 

(Continued from page 1) °n Sunday at the stmt of a 


tial.” 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Thursday rebuf- 
fed a call from Mr. Christ- 
opher to drop his refusal to 
sign a renewal of tiie treaty 
unless Israel joins. 

Israel has refused to join 
the pact which Washington 
wants to see extended inde- 
finitely and unconditionally 
at a U.N. conference next 
month in New York. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major, speaking ahead 
of a Middle Eak tour, said on 
Saturday action by Syria 
against Palestinian groups 
based in Damascus would 
boost its stalled peace talks 
with Israel. 

Mr. Major arrives in Israel 


three-day trip that includes 
talks with Mr. Arafat in Gaza 
and King Hussein in Amman. 

In an interview broadcast 
on Israel Radio, Mr. Major 
said he believed confidence- 
building measures by all sides 
would contribute to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

‘Terrorism has been and is 
a threat to the Middle East 
peace process," said Mr. Ma- 
jor, citing a series of guerrilla 
attacks in Israel. 

Asked if he believed 
Syria's expulsion of an 
alliance of 10 Palestinian 
guerrilla groups from Damas- 
cus would help, Mr. ‘Major 
said: “I think it would cer- 
tainly help in terms of a 
confidence-building mea- 

f r . II 

sore. 


The treaty, signed by about 
160 countries, is up for re- 
newal next month. Several 
Arab countries, including 
Syria and now Iraq, have said 
they might not endorse it 

Al Raya said Mr. Sahaf 
will Lead to Oman after 
Qatar. 

The two countries are 
members of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council, which is led 
by Saudi Arabia and includes 
Kuwait, Bahrain and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
adamantly oppose lifting the 
sanctions, while Oman and 
Qatar have called for easing 
the measures to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people. 

Qatar sent 2,500 tonnes of 
sugar to Iraq last month. 

At the United Nations, the 
U.S. ambassdor said Thurs- 
day that an Iraqi claim that 
the vast majority of the milit- 
ary equipment it is accused of 
taking from Kuwait was left 
behind is an “insult” to the 
Security Council. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright has been 
lobbying council members to 
maintain the sanctions 
against Iraq and bas shown 
council members satellite 
photographs reportedly 
showing elite Iraqi units using 
some of the Kuwaiti military 
equipment. 

The United States bas de- 
manded the return of the 
equipment as a condition for 
lining the sanctions. 

An Iraqi letter to the coun- 
cil lists some 23,000 pieces of 
missing Kuwaiti equipment, 
but says that all except 2,400 
items were left in Kuwait or 


at sea at the end of tiie Gu? 
war. Iraq is offering to rcturr 
tiie equipment it says re 
mains, but says it is damage!" 
and difficult to transport. J 

“The letter claims Iraq sti’ 
has only a few of these item^ 
despite abundant evidence t 
the contrary,” Ms. Albrigl n 
said. nq 

“The letter is an insult t> 
the council and to any in tells 
gent person,” she said. 
shows that Iraq is not y«i> 
ready to fake the steps necerb 
sary to see the sanctions reg 
ime modified.” a 

In a letter released Thurt 1 
day, Kuwaiti Ambassadd* 
Mohammad Abulhasan sai 
Iraq used 200 capture' 
armoured personnel carriev 
when it sent troops towank 
the Kuwaiti border in Oct* ^ 
ber and has refused to retur 
Hawk anti-aircraft missiles” 

Ms. Albright has said tt 
United States has satelli'? 
photographs confirming thi? 
the armoured vehicles wer, 
used by Iraq's elite Repub] 
can Guards. 

Ms. Albright accnsd In^ 
of purposely damaging tf* 
equipment and said tiie fetor 
“demonstrates that Iraq’s i . 
tendons are not only peac^ 
fill, but not even serious.’ , 

The Iraqi letter says tP 
Hawks missiles were left n 
Kuwait after Iraqi fore,® 
withdrew in 1991 as were 2r 
of the armoured vehicles. id 
says that only four damagi 
armoured personnel came i 
can be returned. w 

“The property that has n. e 
been banded over is damag^ 
and is difficult to transport , 
Iraq Ambassador NizJ 
Haradoon said in his lettc* 
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%orld Bank: Poor should 
not pay for economic reform 


2 


o 


y, COPENHAGEN (R) — The 
World Bank, accused by de- 
r'/elopment groups of creating 
P’iocial problems with the re-, 
r^'orm programmes it prom- 
ites, said Friday the poor 
P°1iould not be made to pay for 
he transition to market eco- 
tyromics. 

Jr And in a speech to the 
jJnited Nations Social Sum- 
„ nit. the bank's acting presi- 
dent Sven Sandstrom sug- 
rt ;ested developing and ex- 
communist countries were 
IO ’hemselves partly responsible 
f or a surge of poverty during 
°*. he reform process. 

“Sound economic policies 
V 1 re the starting point for so- 
?°ial progress." Mr. Sand-- 
*”trom declared in a reasser- 
on of the bank's insistence 
7® lat recipients of its financing 
Ke hould be aiming for the 
stablishmem of market sys- 
S.m.. 

“* “But we have learned dur- 
TVic the process of economic 
PVform — before higher 
rowth leads to substantial 
of oveny reduction — vulner- 
jL ble groups left out or hurt by 
Tr-ansition must be pro- 
jected.” he said. 
l Js “Safety nets to protect the 

fc 


families of laid-off workers 
combined with active prog- 
rammes to help the unem- 
ployed find jobs are particu- 
larly important.' 4 he pointed 
out. 

The bank, with its sister 
institution the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), have 
been targetted by a wide 

range of non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) at the 
Copenhagen gathering as the 
prime villains in a surge of 
poverty around the globe. . 

Structural adjustment 
packages imposed by the two 
had consistently undermined 
economic and social progress 
in the countries where they 
• were applied, said a declara- 
tion signed by hundreds of 
NGOs and citizens' groups at 
the summit Friday. 

Gearly responding to such 
charges. Mr. Sandstrom told 


government delegates at a 


plenary session of the week- 
long summit the bank “has 
worked extensively in recent 
years on the provision of 
safety nets and other special 
measures.” 

“But we recognise that we 
must do more to help our 
borrowers protect social ex- 


penditure during the period 
of economic transition, and. 
beyond this, to focus social 
spending on the poor,” he 
said. 

“That means primary* 
education, basic health care, 
and the early needs of chil- 
dren. Economic transition 
must not be at their ex- 
pense,” 4ie added. 

Heads of state and govern- 
ment and political leaders 
from 120 countries are ex- 
pected to sign an already 
controversial final declara- 
tion setting out a blueprint 
for alleviating world poverty 
and unemployment. 

Many NGOs say the lan- 
guage expected to emerge 
from protracted negotiations 
on a final text are likely to 
make it ineffective. They say 
insistence that pure market 
economics can solve social ills 
is wrong. 

But Mr. Sandstorm said 
the declaration recognised 
that sound economic policies 
and investment in people 
were essential for poverty re- 
duction and social progress. 
However, resources had to 
be used efficiently and effec- 
tively. 


In education, he said, ex- 
cessive emphasis was often 
given to higher education at 
the expense of primary 
schooling — favouring chil- 
-dren from richer families and 
hitting at the poor who could 
not afford university fees. 

“As a result, in some Afri- 
can countries the current gen- 
eration of children is likely to 
receive less than half the 
years of schooling than do 
those in other countries in the 
region, even though per capi- 
ta incomes and public spend- 
ing on education are about 
the same,” Mr. Sandstrom 
declared. 

In health, he said, "most 
poor people do not have ac- 
cess to hospitals, yet that is 
where 50 to 70 per cent of 
public health expenditure in 
developing countries go.” 

By contrast in China, the 
World Bank officials added, 
although one per cent less of 
gross domestic product was 
spent on health than by other 
countries at the same per 
capita income level, life ex- 
pertancy was 10 years higher 
because Beijing focussed on 
basic health services. 


be- 


outh Africa scraps 
Exchange control currency 


go 


pWhannesburg (R) — 

— utb Africa will scrap its 

C ancial rand exchange con- 
>1 currency Monday, and 
/ert to a single unified 
o | id. Finance Minister Chris 
c jbenberg said Friday. 

^ The government has... de- 
fied that as from Monday, 
f^jirch 13 1995, the exchange 
itrol restrictions on the 


Vli 


e convertibility and repat- 
g tion of the local sale pro- 
V :ds of non-resident owned 
1 -utb African investment 


~ 1 be repealed. The finan- 
n 1 rand and the dual ex- 

0 mge rate system will there- 

effectively be termin- 
. d,” he said in a statement, 
q.nie country's biggest cm- 
• iyer organisation, the 

1 .ith African Chamber of 


expected. 

The rand traded after the 
announcement at between 
3.65 to 3.68 to the dollar from 
closing level of 3.6400/500 in 
tbe commercial rand and 
3.74/76 in the financial rand. 

Analysts said they ex- 
pected the new unitary unit 
to find a level of about 3.70 to 
the dollar Monday. 

The financial rand had 
been used by non-residents to 
invest in. or disinvest from, 
local securities. 

South African Reserve 
(central) Bank Governor- 
Chris Stals said the scrapping' 
of the financial rand would 


not require any real devalua- 
tion of the new unitary rand. 


'^mmerce (SACOB) wel- 
ned its abolition, saying it 


■u saying 

1 . u > a sound first step in the 
action of abolishing all ex- 


.nge control restrictions. 

) It is line with SACOB's 


■ n >s on the liberalisation of 
0 ‘ hange controls,” SACOB 
1 in a statement. 
i- n *The abolition of the 
i c v incial rand reflects a cond- 
uce by the government in 
\ stability of South Africa 
‘jji a willingness to subject 
v economic policies to the 
of the market. This confi- 
* c ce is sure to be noticed by 
l u international investment 
- v imunity,” it said, 
■jjjinanrial markets are ex- 
ited to be volatile when 
-^ding begins Monday, 
- v lysts said, but no substan- 
;t weakening in the rand is 


“It will not require any real 
devaluation of the rand," Mr. 
Stals told Reuters by tele- 
phone from Pretoria. 

He said the bank no pre- 
conceived idea of what level 
the rand should have, but 
said the Reserve Bank would 
be watching the market “very 
closely” when the unitary 
rand is reintroduced Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Liebenberg and Ms. 
Stals said at this stage, ex- 
change controls applying to 
foreign investments by South 
African Tea dents remain in 
force. 

Mr. Liebenberg said when 
the financial rand is abo- 
lished, South Africa would 
have only one unitary ex- 
change rate which will apply 
to both current and capital 
transactions between resi- 
dents and non-residents. 


IMF chief announces 
massive new loan 
initiatives for Russia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Inter- 
Moneta 


national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) chief Michel Camdes- 
sus gave the go-ahead here 
Friday for a crucial $6.5 bil- 
lion IMF loan to Russia and 
opened up the possibility of a 
follow-up $19.5 billion credit. 

Mr. Camdessus signed an 
agreement to support Rus- 
sia’s application for the $6.5 
billion loan — to be paid out 
in instalments over the next 
year starting in April after it 
goes before the IMF board in 
Washington. 

He told a press conference: 
“We are in the. -preliminary • 
stage of a preliminary discus- 
sion” of including Russia in 
an IMF “extended fund facil- 
ity” which would give Mos- 
cow a $19.5 billion loan over 
three or four years. 

Mr. Camdessus stressed 
that instalments of the first 
credit would depend on Rus- 
sia sticking to a strict econo- 
mic programme for 1995 
signed Friday by Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin and central bank chair- 
woman Tatiana Paramonova. 

And he indicated that the 
second loan would come only 
after an “intense” and suc- 
cessful stabilisation of the 
Russian economy. “We are 
not there, but the possibility 
is open," the IMF head said. 


'Kremlin today was an inter- 
national vote of confidence in 
Russian reform in 1995. We 
cad say confidently that we 
shall stop inflation in 1995.” 

The two men were speak- 
ing after a meeting between 
Mr. Camdessus and other 
IMF officials wife President 
Boris Yeltsin and members of 
his government. 

Mr. Camdessus said he was 
particularly encouraged by 
Mr. Yeltsin’s pledge to throw 
his full weight behind tbe 
, 1995 economic programme, 
L which : wou!d “sow the seeds 
for recovery of production 
and the -living standards of 
the Russian people." 

The programme includes a 
50 per cent cut in the budget 
deficit, a commitment to 
avoid inflationary central 
bank financing of the deficit, 
tight monetary policies and 
the freeing up of foreign 
trade rules. 


Mr. Camdessus warned 
that sticking to the program- 
me would not be easy. “We 
should not fool ourselves,” 
he said. 


Russian first deputy prime 
toly Chubais 


minister Anatoly 
said: “What happened in the 


But he added that Russia 
had already made “enormous 
strides” in economic reform 
and that the IMF was ready 
to help Moscow restart nego- 
tiations on its $35 billion debt 
to the Paris Club of public 
sector, creditors. 


Oman eases rules for foreign investors 


ABU DHABI (AFP) -The 
Gulf state of Oman has eased 
restrictions on foreign invest- 
ment as part of sweeping 
economic reforms aimed at 
bolstering its economy 
against fluctuating oil prices. 

Under new roles for fore- 
ign investment issued in 1994, 
the government created a 
special committee to end 
bureaucratic red-tape, ex- 
panded tax incentives and 
allowed foreigners to fully 
own projects in some sectors. 

It is tbe first Arab Gulf 
country to remove terms for 
national partnership that 
have scared off foreign inves- 
tors and blocked attempts to 
obtain technology from key 
industrial countries through 
joint ventures. 


The new Omani law, de- 
tails of which were obtained 
by AFP Saturday, enables 
foreigners to exceed the 49 


and own up to 100 per 
cent of enterprises. 

“Foreigners can now have 
100 per cent ownership in 


projects winch are deemed 
necessary for tbe Omani , eco- 
nomy provided their capital is 
not less than 500,000 Omani 
riyals ($1.3 milfion),” the law 
says. 

’‘Priority will be given to 
projects in the industrial and 
agricultural sector that use. 
local products and raw mate- 
rials and help increase the 
value added as well as export- 
oriented and capital intensive 
projects,” the law adds. 

Foreign investors will have 
exemptions of up to 10 years 
for income tax and a similar 
period for customs tariffs on 
imports of equipment and 
raw materials for tbe pro- 
jects. 

Tbe law — the most liberal 
investment rule in tbe six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) — also pro- 
vides for cheap, long-term 
leasing of land for investors 
ami the freedom to transfer 
capital and profits. 

The new measures are pan 
of economic reforms laun- 
ched in the past few years 
that include privatisation. 


freeing interest rates and 
opening up tbe stock market. 

The government has 
already sold five institutions 
to the public and is planning 
to launch major projects 
jointly with tbe private sec- 
tor. 


One project already laun- 
ched involves the construc- 
tion of a $70 million power 
station in the central region 
of Minah, in which foreigners 
have a 65 per cent stake. 

Other projects included $6 
million gas hqucfactior^plant, 

cost of ar ound $700 aullkm 
and two sewage treatment 
plants in Muscat and Salalah 
at a cost of $729 million. 


pick up, given the liberal 
economic laws and incentives 
we have introduced,” he told 
AFP by telephone Saturday. 
“What also makes Oman 
attractive for investors is its 
location in a vast consumer 
region and its abundant ener- 
gy and cheap labour.” 

Oman, which is not a mem- 
ber of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. produced more than 
800,000 barrels per day (b/d) 
of crude oil in 1994, com- 
pared with around 765,000, 
b/d in 1993. 


Last month, Mahmoud A] 
Jarwam, director of die Mus- 
cat Exchange, said the re- 
forms had attracted around 
200 million riyals ($520 mil- 
lion) in 1994 and between 250 
and 300 million riyals ($650- 
$780 minion) were expected 
to be invested this year. 

“In the coining years we 
expect foreign investment to 


Despite a decline in oil 
prices during that period, its 
revenues rose to 1.28 billion 
riyals ($333 billion) in 1994 
from 1.03 billion riyals ($2.67 
billion) in 1993, according to 
official Omani figures. 

The increase offset a de- 
cline in some sectors and 
boosted the total gross 
dombstic product by nearly 
six per cent, to 333 billion 
riyals ($8.65 billion) from 
3.14 billion riyals ($8.16 bil- 
lion). 


Yemen hikes charges of basic services 


SANAA (R) — Impover- 
ished Yemen has raised the 
prices of some basic sendees 
by up to 100 per cent, . making 
them out of reach for many 
citizens, a local newspaper 
reported. 

“The electricity ministry 
surprised consumers with 
bills containing huge sums (to 
pay) which exceed the 
monthly income of many,” 
the weekly May 22 newspap- 
er said. 

Tbe weekly, published by 
the General Peoples Con- 


; of President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh, said electricity 
prices went up 100 per cent in 
January. Prior to the increase 
a kilowatt/hour cost 2.5 
riyals. 

According to the official 
exchange rate, a U.S. dollar 
is worth 12 riyals but the 
Yemeni currency has been 
steadily falling on tbe black, 
market, down to 115 riyals to 
the dollar. 


The weekly said rates for 
various transportation ser- 


Kuwaitis: Weak dollar 
pressuring OPEC states 
for economic reform 


KUWAIT (R) — Dollar 
weakness has underlined the. 
need for fundamental econo- 
mic reform in OPEC states, 
which have no short-term re- 
medy for the squeeze on oil 
revenues pegged to the U.S. 
currency, Kuwaiti economists 
said Saturday. 

Members of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) are un- 
likely to meet to arrange 
some quick fix to their pre- 
dicament and the dollar’s 
slide can be mitigated only by 
more prudent economic man- 
agement, tbe emirate's A1 
Snail Economics ’ Consultancy 
said. 

“It is unlikely that OPEC, 
already unable to defend 
nominal oil prices, will meet 
to discuss how to counter its 
exports'' reduced real value,” 
Shall said in a weekly review. 

“The oil countries can do 


nounng except reorganise 
their domestic affairs, adopt 
more prudent economic poli- 
cies, control their expendi- 
tures, especially military 
ones, and begin establishing 
good neighbourly relations/ 
theh consultancy pointed out. 

“The low exchange rate of 
the dollar will constitute a 
real pressurising factor on oil 
producing countries' general 
finances, with implicit politic- 
al and soda! consequences, 
it added. 

OPEC President Ida Bagus 
Sudjana said Thursday a 
weak U.S. dollar was a blow 
to oil producers because the 
real income from ofl exports 
is falling. 

Mr. Sudjana also said he 
did not see any possible move 
by OPEC, which produces 
about 37 per cent of the 
world's oil, to stop pegging 
oil prices to the U.S. curren- 
cy. 


iBanuts 


\) COULD 
UlRITE A WHOLE 
NOVEL ABOUT 
MY LIFE.. 

7 r 






IT COULD START R16HT 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Did you get a good look at the 
chiropractor’s credentials?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hurl Arnold and Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, TO torn 
lour ordinary words. 


INVEA 


n 

n 

G 

□ 

M 

□ 

0199S Tnoune Mode SaWn. ho 


TALAN 



□ 

rn 



HALIDA 



u 

J 


SHORKE 


7 — Nj 

J 



No ringing, no 
busy signals 



W T>£ RHONE 
OPBRTOP LKHD TO 
CO ON VY!AnoM 


Now arrange the arcted tenets to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ter mnemrrm 


Yesterday's 


JumDlc 


(Answers tomorrow) 

DAUNT POUND OCELOT IMPORT 


Answer What he liked to exerase most — 
HIS OPTION NOT TO 


vices had also been raised, 
adding that some officials be- 
lieve the new measures, in 
line with World Bank and 
International Monetary 
F u nd- prescribed reforms, 
would improve Yemen's weak 
economy. 

Tbe two national flag car- 
riers raised prices for domes- 
tic travel by 60 per cent in 
February and are demanding 
a 100 per cent increase on 
international flights to be in- 
troduced this month, the 
weekly added. 

“The inclination to lift re- 
maining subsidies and raise 
feel prices is still under dis- 
cussion... wheat subsidies are 
expected to be lifted by 40 
per cent as a first step,” the 


weekly said. 

A litre of feel currently 
sells for six riyals and the 
weekly said telephone rates 
were expected to rise by 100 
per cent. 

Although Yemen recently 
joined the elite clnb of Arab 
oil exporters it is still one of 
the region’s poorest states. ■ 

Diplomats and economists 
pot tiie annual inflation rate 
at between 60 and 100 per 
cent while unemployment in 
Yemen, which has a popula- 
tion of 14 million, runs at 30 
per cent of the estimated four 
million people workforce. 

They put Yemen’s foreign 
debt at about $8 billion owed 
mostly to the former Soviet 
Union for past military sales. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 12, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation 


AJUES: (March 21 to April 191 You wanl to make some changes and 
be off on a trip today which is fine as long as you use care and tact. 
Be alert to a new philosophy of life. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Handle any responsibilities weD 
today that you have assumed and keep your promises meticulously. 
Show that you are active and dynamic in all your endeavours. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If you push an associate less, you’ll 
gain more cooperation. Civic tasks seem difficult now, so handle 


only what is necessary and try to relax this evening. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You need to handle many 
tasks, so get an early start. Be encouraged by fellow associates and 
gain their support. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Concentrate on furthering and 
deepening relationships that have brought you much joy in the past. 
Do favours for those with whom- you are most fond. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have to be tactful.with 
those who live with you to increase happiness at home. Tty to’ help 
them more. Not a good time for entertaining this evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have to use patience 
with partners today and ease a tense situation. Be very careful m 
driving, especially on the highway. Be more affectionate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Curb that temptation to 
spend too much money today and maintain present security. Listen 
to what monetary experts have to suggest. Investigate new invest- 
ment programmes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Analyse some 
situation very deverty and say very little until you come up with the 
right answers later today. Avoid the social scene until tomorrow. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Decide what you want, 
but be sure your reasons are sound before you make plans today. 
Take care of odds and ends around the bouse which must be done 
first. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Friends are vital to your 
welfare now, but keep only those who will not upset you or the 
structure of your life in any way. Resist those who want to make you 
change. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Show that you are a good citizen 
and do nothing to spoil your good reputation today. Use particular 
car. where credit is concerned and don’t make any loans. 


Birthsto.ne of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Joan D. Bertwteh 


ACROSS 
1 Pik* 

5 Ptlagas 
10 Rheoorhemo 

end 

14 Metvda raovef 

15 -GnosW auto* 
-16 Noise god 

IT PDflswiwner 
ptaoa 

10 U.S attorney 
general 

90 Mine auras 
SI Despise 
22 Popular 
HTKtatfl 
24 Chur* 

2$ Whai Kerrigan 

can da 

26 Chaucer's mn 

29 H al - » show 

30 Worgtv meas 
33 Sphere of 

activity 

3*PamMcfeni 

36 Race distance 

37 Accelerato last 

38 Partly tan 
79 Pugnacious 

43 iMfceiteftfy 

<t Bullight cheer 

44 Mart- 

45 Not retried 

46 Hide tor the 
Mure 

40 Room (fender 
. 49 Tnm covtmng 
SI Evergreen 
S3 Seoul Carson 

55 Gelirinous 
malenaJ 

56 Slag 
BfltartauwnOTl. 
perhaps’’ 

59 Fathor 

60 Pcfllar tree 

61 Broadway 4^1 

62 Hocfcy crags 
S3 LucCot 

64 Fender Mornlsh 



DOWN 

1 Cnanei 

2 Srvvit 

3 A tew 

4 Child's lev 

5 Vulgar 


a Amu 

7 Caprt. tor one 

8 Dover we. abbr 

9 Shin diver's gear 

10 Swagger 

11 Plath novel 

12 Excellent 

11 Jett Bodges l*n 
IB Scarlett 

33 Hater" 

34 Jury group 

25 Do a puzzle 

26 Mr - lend 
mam 

27 Character In 
"The Temuesl" 

28 Frontier outlaw 

29 Honkers 

31 VIM pigs 

32 Tool 

34 Clear soup 
% Disastrous 

40 Persia, once 

41 Melons 

42 Maided ahoas 

45 Qoige 
47 Radiate 


Pnotosofvrt: 



48 Mrs Firestone 

49 Tlmo gone by 

50 Exchange 
premium 

5> Land mop 


52 High or dorm 

53 RdKtpous kna« 
£4 Scours home 
57 Ourdo’s note 

68 Connective 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press' 


Number, 
volume of 
bouncing 
cheques 
hit the roof 


; -irfr OFFICIAL figures show 
. . . that some 435,000 cheques 
: "bounced last year, compared 
"... to 350,800 cheques in 1993. 
The value of the bounced 
'^5* • -■/ / cheques in 1994 amounted to 

~ e . ; *• ■ ■»>’ "JD 372,100,000 compared to 

-JD 306 million in the preced- 
. 'O: r '-.. mg year. As such an average 

" r jf JD 2 million of cheques 
w . ^ aoonced every day last year. 

••£ •-'"r-r. V.‘ Banking sources attributed 

-*Sr*Zj".r-.. 1 ±e ballooning number and 

volume of bouncing cheques 
-nina opens >=° mar ^ et recession* dimi- 
r*\nn 1 *«- • ‘ lishing consumption, high 

CTiOOl aOr ! 0 y 5 trices and low income. The 

sources hinted that only a 
- . anall portion of the bounced 
.Aeques was a result of de- 
■ : iberate action of fraud or the 
■ -- ' ike by the drawer. A total of 
1 7,942200 cheques were pre- 
• seated for clearing last year, 
■ t compared to 7,220,300 cfae- 
- r.:.^ jues in 1993. The volume was 
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9^96.3 million in 1994 
»mpared to JD 9,768.7 uril- 
-lion in 1993. Amman had the 
.Son’s share of cheques pre- 
sented for clearing with 
5,887,900 worth JD 9,068.2 
. million. Irbid was second 
(496,300 cheques for JD 
' 344,100,000) and Zarqa came 
third (436,600 cheques for JD 
277,500,000). Aqaba was in 
third place in terms of 
volume as 121,400 cheques 
for JD 306,500,000 were pro- 
cessed in the clearing system 
last year (A1 Dustour). 
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Registered as a holding 
. public shareholding company 

tneora. S*.'at the Ministry of Industry 
A -and Trade on Jan. 19, 1995, 

« kS * : ' v the newly established Spe- 

3lf Dans C rialised Investments Jorda- 
nian Company is offering one 
• f. j i ' ■ million snares, at JD 1 par 

- v, — value, for public subscription 
. ■' ; tarring March 11 until March 

.?> * . - JO, 1995. The company, capi- 

;; alised at JD 4 mfliion, aims 
: . v — it admimstering affiliated 

. inns and participating in the 
nanagement of other com- 
_ianies. Other objectives in- 
. hide setting op, acquiring or 
_ . westing in all types of com- 
: ames as need be. The main 
sunders from about 144 who 
-ivested a total of JD 3 mil- 
. on are: Jamil, Aref, and 
ami Baraka t (JD 100,000 
ach), Barakat General 
. grading Company (JD 
X),000), Tbarwat A1 Bar- 
loothi (JD 100,000), Ra’d 
. ammoudi Salman (Iraqi — 
3 100,000), Yassin Abbas 
alman (Iraqi — JD 
. JO, 000), Marwan Nobani 
D 100,000), Azmi Odeh M. 
"ousef (JD 100,000), the 
rab Bank, the Housing 
ink and the Amman Bank 
r Investments (JD 100,000 
ch), the Jordan French In- 
ranee and the Arabian Seas 
su ranee (JD 100,000 each), 
2 Jordan National Bank, 

- 2 Jordan Kuwait Bank, the 

- rdan Gulf Bank and Busi- 
. ss Bank (JD 50,000 each) 

d the Orphans’ Fund (JD 
" ,000). Only 25 per cent of 
2 share value is to be paid 
• on subscribing with the 
. t to be paid over the next 
it years (A1 Ra’i). 
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V THE “investment win- 
w" at the Investment En- 
gagement Department 
. employed three economic 
1 consultancy offices to 
iy investment opportuni- 
- available in the agricultu- 
tourism and service sec- 
- in order to specify pro- 
' s that can be put to an 
stor’s discretion. The de- 
'■/anent aims at achieving a 
■ imum Of 270 projects 
jring all the governorates 
• ordan (A1 Ra’i). 

CHARITABLE 
ities spent JD 698,654 in 
• on productive and de- 
v pmeot&J projects they 
ement with self-financing 
’ - mh the participation of 
\ Jeneral Union of Volun- 
' Societies in cooperation 
other parties. Spending 
. . he 247 productive pro- 
. amounted to JD 376,360 
■ ! the rest was spent on 
"■ f am, ne development, 
'®8s, credit funds, kin- 
.. and hearing aids 
Dustour) 


Iraq outlines oil wealth to Western executives 


BAGHDAD (R) — Oil 
Minister Safa Hadi Jawad 
told more than 250 energy 
Specialists Saturday Iraq had 
giant undeveloped oilfields 
mat could produce more than 
4.5 million barrels per dav 
Cb/d). 

“It must be explained here 
that more than 30 discovered 
and appraised oil fields with 
total production capacity of 
more than 4.5 million b/d are 
ready now for development,” 
Mr. Jawad told an energy 
conference in the Iraqi capit- 
al, whose delegates included 
Western oil company offi- 
cials. 

“We are determined to 


utilise the country’s huge 
hydrocarbon reserves to raise 
production commensurate 
with the size of these re- 
serves,” the minister said in 
an opening address. 

On Friday, Mr. Jawad said 
Iraq is currently producing 
between 600,000 and 700,000 
b/d and the country was 
ready to export two million 
b/d immediately once United 
Nations sanctions were lifted. 

He said that Iraq, whose 
oil exports are blocked by the 
sanctions, possessed at least 
112 billion barrels of proven 
reserves and 214 billion bar- 
rels of probable reserves. 

Wide opportunities for ex- 


ploring oil and gas in Iraq’s 
western desert were available 
for foreign firms, he said. . 

“We welcome any com- 
pany. ..it is very important for 
us to have foe companies 
here for our production,” the 
minister told a small group of 
reporters. 

Mr. Jawad said Iraq also 
had reserves of 160 trillion 
cubic feet (4.53 trillion cubic 
metres) of gas reserves. 

Oil company officials from 
29 countries attending the 
conference said they were 
attracted by Iraq’s vast 
potential. 

“One day it will become 
possible to work again in this 


country,” Mr. Christophe de 
Margerie, executive vice- 
president of French oil com- 
pany Total said. 

Mr. De Margerie said the 
company was prepared to in- 
vest “several billion dollars,” 
in developing the Nahr Umar 
oil field in southern Iraq 
when U.N. sanctions were 
removed. 

“We are looking at the 
opportunities here but we 
have not settled on specific 
fields,” Salvatore Florida, 
acquisitions manager with 
Italian energy company 
AGIP said. 

Mr. Jawad said Iraq would 
"****ri between $30 to $40 bil- 


lion to rebuild its oil industry. 
Some $25 billion alone would 
be needed to revitalise oil 
fields and export facilities 
over the next five to eight 
years. 

He said Iraq had started 
“serious discussions” over 
developing Nahr Umar and 
another field called Ma- 
jnoun, which alone holds 
some 38 billion barrels. 

French firms Total and Elf 
have readied tentative agree- 
ments with Baghdad to de- 
velop both fields as soon as 
the sanctions, imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, 
are lifted. 


Mr. Jawad also said earlier 
Iraq would gear up to reach 
pre-Gulf war exports of three 
million barrels in a little over 
a year after sanctions were 
lifted...* 

Terms of deals have not 
been made public but Mr. 
Jawad said sharing contracts 
with foreign firms would be 
valid for a maximum six to 
seven years. 

Foreign firms would only 
be entitled to recover “pro- 
duction costs and an interest 
on investment,” he said, 
adding that the crude. would 
“remain Iraq’s, 100 per 
cent." 


He said pressure was build- 
ing at the U.N. Security 
Council for the lifting of 
U.N. trade sanctions and cri- 
tised the United States for 
trying to keep them intact. 

“Those who still advocate 
the continuation of the 
embargo are running out of 
excuses,” he said. 

Mr- Jawad told OPEC 
member countries not to fear 
Iraq’s return to markets, 
stressing that Baghdad would 
“approach the oil market 
with responsibility.” 

“Our return to the market 
should not be seen as a threat 
to anyone,” he added. 
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COMPANY'S RAMS 


ARAB BANK PIC 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / KEN 

BANK OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

THE BOOSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT S FINANCE BANK 

BEIT SLMKL "U rtlTSTMV l ft ' I Tf 1 FOR BOOSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


no. or 

SHARES 

TRADED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

PRKV. CLOSING 

CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

340 

64250 

188.500 

188.500 

2050 

9041 

4.420 

4.410 

10800 

45684 

4.230 

4.230 

100 

350 

3.500 

3.500 

13550 

20089 

1.490 

1.500 

3650 

22149 

6.090 

6.060 

2597 

7788 

3.000 

3.000 

7400 

9375 

1.320 

1.250 

15896 

60743 

3.830 

3.790 

1050 

4200 

4.050 

4.000 

750 

2308 

3.120 

3.070 

74950 

86589 

1.200 

1.140 

I765Q 

24172 

1.430 

1.360 

150783 

356735 

INDEX NUMBERS 159.72 


CHANGE 


S -0.331 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
DELTA INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


500 
150 
3610p 
2 SO 

37000 


1700 

293 

900B2 

475 


3.400 3.400 
2.000 1.950 
2.S00 2.470 
1.B10 1.900 


92550 INDEX NUMBER: 136.56 
CHANGE : -0.25* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 

8000 

12630 

1.570 

1.570 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER /NEW 

16300 

24495 

1.510 

1.500 

ARAB ZNTSRNATIOHAL HOTELS 

61972 

309856 

4.850 

5.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

4876 

16294 

3.360 

3.330 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

900 

1925 

2.190 

2.100 

MAGBXNAIDf EQUIP. RENTING fi MAINTENANCE 

1500 

990 

.690 

.660 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

19182 

44657 

2.350 

2,320 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT fi EDUCATION 

1200 

4194 

3.540 

3.490 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


113930 


415040 INDEX NUMBER: 130.97 
CHANGE : +0.04* 


JORDAN TOBACCO fi CIGARETTES 

200 

6400 

33.500 

32.000 

ATTABQSSP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

1200 

1403 

1.200 

1.170 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

30232 

90531 

2.990 

2.980 

TEE ARAB POTASH/ NEH 

200 

1000 

5.020 

5.000 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REP IRAKI 

196 

1847 

9.440 

9.410 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 

950 

3471 

3.800 

3.700 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

4150 

31413 

7.590 

7.550 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

25450 

107497 

4.380 

4.160 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

3500 

9450 

2.700 

2.700 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

950 

2680 

2.850 

2.820 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT fi INVESTMENT 

5SOO 

43856 

7.970 

7.970 

ARAB INVESTMENT fi IHESNATZONAL TRADE 

10650 

9646 

.940 

.890 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

650 

4290 

6.750 

6.600 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

108850 

77359 

.730 

.690 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

15150 

21119 

1.420 

1.380 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

1000 

3800 

3.830 

3.750 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

3400 . 

3845 

1 . 160 

l.lOO 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fi HATCH/JIMCO 

11700 

8317 

..740 

.700 

JORDAN SULPBO-CHBMXCALS 

.350 

553 

• 1.630 

1.600 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. G CHEMICALS 

1300 

3299 

' 2.' 570 

2.510 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

4700 

19278 

4.140 

4.090 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

2700 

5460 

2.060 

2.010 


INDUSTRIAL 

SECTOR 

233032 

456855 

INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE > 

121.45 

-0.90* 

GRAND TOTAL 


534745 

1321179 

INDEX HUMBER: 
CHANGE 

141.89 

-0.49* 






NO.. OF TRADED SHARES XN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


78377 

92332 


Tunisia plans to enter 
Eurobond, U.S. markets 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia, which 
issued 25 billion yen in 
Samurai bonds in Tokyo last 
month, plans to enter other 
financial markets such as 
Eurobonds and the U.S. 
domestic market , its central 
bank (BCT) governor said. 

“The turn to other markets 
such as the Eurobond or the 
U.S. domestic market, or 
other instruments such as 
syndicated loans might be 
considered (in 1995).” BCT 
Governor Mohammad Beji 
Ham da told Reuters. 

“It would depend essen- 
tially on our financing needs 
and the conditions proposed 
to Tunisia for entering into 
these markets,” he pointed 
out. 

The BCT is issuing bonds 
worth 25 billion yen in 5.6 per 
cent Samurais priced at par 
and maturing on Feb. 28, 
2000. It received a BBB rat- 
ing by the Japan Bond Re- 
search Institute. 

This is Tunisia's second in- 
ternational issue, the first 
being a similar Samurai bond 
issued last year in Tokyo. 

“Tunisia has reached of 
development which makes it 
non-eligible for classical 
financial resources such as 
bilateral or multilateral aid," 
Mr. Beji Hamda said. 

“Therefore it needs to 
mobilise resources for its 
needs on the international 
financial markets,” he said;- 

Mr. Beji* Hamda said the 
economic - reforms Tunisia 
had implemented since 1987 
with the support of the World 
Bank were successfol. 

Despite a drought and a 
decline in oil production, 
GDP growth was 4.4 per cent 
in 1994, up from 2.1 per cent 
in 1993, and is forecast to be 
6.3 per cent in 1995, he said. 


The main performing sectors 
were manufacturing and 
tourism. 

Mr. Beji Hamda said the 
economic and financial liber- 
alisation refonns, including 
the easing of foreign ex- 
change and import restric- 
tions, had not hurt Tunisia’s 
financial position. 

‘“Our currency reserves 
have strongly increased, and 
as of Feb. 22, 1995, they 
reached 1,288 million dinars 
(S1.3 billion), representing 68 
days of imports, from 824 
million dinars, representing 
45 days of imports on the 
same date last year,” be said. 

Mr. Beji Hamda said 
financial resources for de- 
velopment were expected to 
receive a boost from the pri- 
vatisation of public firms and 
the listing of new companies 
on the Tunis bourse. 

Nearly 50 firms have been 
privatised so far, and the 
government said earlier this 
year it would speed up the 
process. 

Twenty one firms are now 
listed on the Tunis Stock 
Exchange which saw 1994 
turnover rising 228 per cent 
to $531 million from $162 
million in 1993, and the index 
rising by 102 pier cent. 

Mr. Beji Hamda said the 
day-to-day foreign exchange 
market, which started on 
March 1, 1994, was “cleafly 
positive for both' the banks 
and the (economy).”- - • 

He said the freedom 
allowed to banks to set their 
own rates has not affected the 
dinar which had been stable. 

He said 80 per cent of 
Tunisia's foreign exchange 
operations are now between 
banks with the rest made with 
BCT. 


Austrian housewives, 
grannies drain banks’ 
dollar reserves 


VIENNA (R) — House- 
wives, grannies and even 
schoolchildren have caught 
foreign exchange fever — 
breaking into their piggy 
banks to buy dollars that 
have never been so cheap. 

Banks in Austria and Ger- 
many are reporting their dol- 
lar inventories are being 
drained by an unprecedented 
run on the beleaguered U.S. 
currency by an unlikely clien- 
tle — pimple-faced teenagers 
and grey-haired grand- 
mothers. 

Frantic dollar hunters are 
dashing from emptied bank 
to emptied bank, hoping to 
swap their Austrian schillings 
and German marks into dol- 
lars before it's too late. Some 
banks are trying to limit the 
amounts the hoarders can 
buy. 

“Half the population of 
Vienna has been in here 
looking for dollars,” said 
Rudolf Bucher, a manager at 
Creditanstalt’s head office 
where there were no dollars 
to be bad Friday. 

“We’Te hoping to get some 
more in by the afternoon, but 
we can't make any prom- 
ises,” he said. 

Banks in Austria and Ger- 
many said they were selling 
up to 30 times as many dol- 
lars in recent days as was 
usual. . - • 

Christian Manz, a senior 
official at Bank Austria, the 
country’s largest bank, said 
daily volumes had multiplied 
to between $20 million and 
$30 million. He estimated 
that Austrians across the 
country were now buying 
$350 million per day. 

The dollar hit record lows 
against the schilling and mark 


on Wednesday — news that is 
being splashed over newspap- 
er front pages and leading the 
evening television and radio 
newscasts. 

“We had a group of 12- 
year-old boys in here this 
morning who put their pocket 
money together to buy $20,” 
Mr. Bucher said. “They had 
heard on the news that the 
dollar was so cheap and fi- 
gured they had to buy some 
too.” 

Dollar hunters walk out 
with an average of between 
$1,000 and $20,000 in cash, 
bankers said. But they added 
some have taken as much as 
$200,000 in cash out the front 
door. 

“Austrians, especially old- 
er Austrians, have never seen 
the dollar so cheap and just 
can’t resist buying it,” said 
one banker in Vienna, who 
said he'd seen women older 
than 70 looking for dollars. 

“A lot are planning holi- 
days to the U.S. or countries 
where dollars are taken. But 
there are also some private 
speculators coming in here — 
even though the transaction 
fees and costs of holding the 
cash dollars make it very 
hard to make a profit," he 
added. 

The dollar was trading at 
1.41 marks Friday, already 
rebounding from record lows 
of 1.345 marks. Against the 
Austrian currency, the dollar 
was at 9.9 schillings, up from 
a low of 9.6. 

“My father is in tears about 
the dollar being so low," said 
Natalie Lanczmann, a Vien- 
na lawyer. “Something is 
wrong with the world when 
the dollar is worth less than 
10 schillings.” 
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UJL Dollar is Intn uti aigl Mniwti 


(.'■rrency 

too y 0 <k 
CUet 

lx* 9/J/95 

tod YtMk 
Cla&z 
JO/J/95 

Surfing Pound* 

t.toqt 

1.5740 

Davuche Mark 

1.4010 

7.41*5 

Mb Franc 

1.16 79 

1 . 1797 

ftwKh Franc 

4.71*5 

5.0455 

JapsncM Vn 

90.94 

90.90 

FanytM Cumojr Unit 

1.3055 

7.3961 


- l«n m sn: 

— t—ffO <*MNt •> I 

E«nwiri«iKy 


c 10/3 / 1995 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MT2I5S 

ft MTH5 

12 MTHS 

US. Guitar 

5.1 7 

6.00 

6.25 

i.M 

-Surfing Pound 

6.10 

6.50 

6.6J 

6.62 

DmkIk Marie 

4.66 

4.75 

5.00 

5.37 

S»ta Franc 

3.37 

3. Si 

3.75 

4.06 

French frrattC 

6. SI 

6.17 

6.75 

6.75 

Japanese Yen 

*.06 

2.00 

1.00 

S.OO 

Eurnpnn Currency Unk 

7.37 

7. *5 

7.25 

7.37 


lMrffcML Nfl ni>n for : 

> Mrtalt 


1 n ir. *^. t'Jt. Mini ■ JKB JW or epMal 

10/3/ J 995 



USIVO* 

jrvcm 4 

Metal 

USIVOi 

JD/Gm 

Gold j 

362 • 25 

7.55 

Sfirer 

4.60 

-.110 


Cwitnl lank at MIm faM ii jii Rata liBifla 


ff/3/1995 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

0.6190 

0.6 910 

Sterling Pound 

1.0137 

1.0691 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4*75 

0.4902 

Swiss Fraac 

0.5*46 

0.5*75 

French Franc 

0.1364 

0.7371 

Japanese Vm" 

0.7SSS 

0.7593 | 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4344 

0.4366 

5**tdbsh Krona 

*■"«• 


Italian UrS n 

0.0409 

0.0417 

Dcipan Frano 



“ h. fi* 



Odmr Cuncnduc 

Data 

a, 77/3/1995 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahrain} Dinar 

1.1720 

7.6210 

UbftMtt Lin" 

0. 041775 

L o.o4tno 

Saudi fcfya) 

0.1134 

0.1143 

Kowahl Dinar 

2.3000 

2.3500 

Oelari RJyal 

0.7110 

0.7193 

Egyptian Pound 

0. 7850 

0.20 SS 

Omani Riyal 

7.7170 

7.7930 

L'AE Dtrbuni 

0.7176 

0.1110 

Creek Drachma" 

0.7755 

0.5745 

Cypriuf I'ound 

7.4650 

LJSOO 



FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vOas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many Bstinps of 
vfflas, fleas, and building lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Rad Estate 
Tel 810605/810609 
010520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

SwelffyeM 


i*rS’° 


f.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
'HOSPITALITY 
'GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. TEL 
* i. < -w a X\ un a 

863944. - 816690 


Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAW 

Profe ss ional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• MUMBO pilot* 
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RENTACAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 
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Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
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REAL ESTATE 
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RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
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RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6/819676 
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CHINESE RESTAURANT 
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Sfiat ALArab Stmat 

Um unsnafi Cowmk* Cvm 

TeL *®1 174 
6«t lasted 


SHD 

MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon ~ 3:30 p.m. 
6*0 - 11:30 pm. 

< TeL: 061838 
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"Flower Fresh* cleaning - 
for. homes^and, businesses 
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Open- Daily/ 

from 

12a.m. - 12p.m. 
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.. . CARPET CLEANING 

FURNITURE CLEANING 


Your restaurant is improving every time 
we attend it. Keep up the good joh. for 
we much took forward for our next visit ! 

111 667171'' ext. 223 J| 

TEL 836692 

Jehel Amman, 3rd circle 
Td. 61 SO 61 
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! v Indoor Athletics Championship 

y Ottey , Surin reign in Spain 

! n 




BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Merlene Ottey and Bruny 
Surin both struck sprinting 
gold here on Friday to open 
the World Indoor Cham- 
pionship medal chase. 

For the Jamaican, the 60m 
success was her 27th medal at 
a major championship since 
1979. while Surin regained 
the short sprint title he won 
on home territory in Toronto 
in 1993. 

But both admitted there 
was one big disappointment 
— the absence of their chief 
rivals. Linford Christie and 
Irina Privalova. 

Britain's world and Olym- 
pic champion Linford Christ- 
ie looked on in the stands as 
Surin, whose season last year 
was blighted by a knee in- 
jury. won in a championship 
best of 6.46 seconds, ahead of 
Christie's compatriot Darren 
Braithwaite (6.51) and 
Robert Esmie of Canada 
(6.55). 

Surin said: “There was 
more pressure this time but I 
ran the perfect race. But I 
would have preferred Christ- 
ie to be here but he had his 
reasons." 

Ottey. meanwhile, who 


won in 6.97 seconds ahead of 
Melanie Paschke of Germany 
(7. 10) and American Cariette 
Guidry, said: “There was just 
no pressure for me at all. I 
wish Privalova had run. 

“I think I was trying to do 
too much and my second half 
wasn't as good as I wanted." 

"I'll go for the double in 
Gothenburg (at the world 
outdoor championships in 
August) but I chose the 60 
metre here because I have 
missed out twice and I 
wanted a 60-metre title be- 
fore I retire — whenever that 
is!" 

Neither looked in any trou- 
ble. 

Silver medallist Braith- 
waite admitted: “There was 
nothing I could have done. 
His pick-up was better than 
mine, that was his dass show- 
ing. It's my first major medal 
and I’m totally delighted.” 

The biggest loser of the day 
was another British sprinter, 
Michael Rosswess. 

Drafted in to replace 
Christie after he derided at 
the 1 1th hour not to compete, 
Rosswess seemed to have 
qualified for the final only for 
medal hopes to disappear on 



(Left to right) Canadians Robert Esmie, Bruno Surin, and 
Briton Darren Braithwaite on the winners podium in Barcelona 
(AFP photo) 


the toss of the coin. 

But he accepted the deri- 
sion with perfect sports- 
manship. ‘‘That's life." he 
said after he calling heads 
only for tails to gift a final 
place to German Marc, 
Blume, who went on to finish 
fifth. 

Rosswess had run a semi- 
final time of 6.618 and had 
originally been named as one 
of the final eight but then it 
was announced that Blume 
had clocked a time just one 
thousandth of a second slow- 
er — meaning that under 
IAAF rules a coin should 
decide who ran in the final. 

Privalova. meanwhile, was 
giving the rest of the 400 
metre field an early warning 
of her intentions. 

In her first individual out- 
ing over the distance in a 
major event, the Russian 
double European sprint 
champion looked imperious 
as she coasted to a 52.78 heat 
win. 

As she had predicted, she 
went out fast and then jogged 
in over the final straight. 
World champion Jearl Miles 
of the USA went faster, win- 
ning her run in 52.48 but she 
must have been impressed by 
Privalova's form. Reigning 
champion Sandie Richards of 
Jamaica also qualified com- 
fortably. 

The psychological coup of 
the day was scored by Geir 
Moen. Norway’s sprinting 
pin-up who won the Euro- 
pean 200 metre title last year 
when world silver medallist 
John Regis had to cry off with 
an Achilles injury. 

Regis, looking for revenge, 
was left to gaze at Moen’s 
disappearing back in their 
semi-final. Moen clocking 
20.59 to the British runner's 
20.94. 

Moen, an unknown until 
his Helsinki success, had 
almost goaded Regis before 
their first meeting, saying: “I 
am glad he is here — I want 
to teat the bet." 

The other medals of the 
day went to Finn Mika Hal- 



U.S. Athlete Jearl Miles (centre) on her way to docking 52.48 seconds in her 400 metre 
qualifying run (AFP photo) 


van, who won the men's shot 
for his first major interna-, 
tional success with an effort 
of 20.74 metre ahead of C.J. 
Hunter of the United States 
(20.58) and Dragan Peric of 
Yugoslavia (20.36). 

Russia's Svetlana Mos- 
kalets, meanwhile, won the 


pentathlon with a final total 
of 4,834 points ahead of 
American Kym Carter 
(4.632) and fellow Russian 
Irina Tyukhay (4,622). 

Moskalets based her 
triumph on victories in the 60 
metre hurdles, the high and 


long jumps. 

In another performance of 
note, new American 400 
metre sensation Darnell Hall 
led Sunday Bada of Nigeria, 
the silver medallist from 
Toronto, from the gun to win 
his opening heat in 46.32. 


Sainz wins Portuguese Rally 


FIGUEIRA DA FOZ, Por- 
tugal (AFP) — -Spain's Carlos 
Sainz notched his second-vic- 
tory of the season, when he 
won a thrilling finish to the 
Portuguese Rally at the 
wheel of a Subaru Impreza. 

Sainz beat another former 
world champion, Juha Kank- 
kunen. by I2secs — despite 
the Flying Finn having 
started the third and final day 
22sec ahead in a Toyota Celi- 
ca. 

The two men fought a 
tremendous duel in the final 
24 hours, the rest of the field 
having already been con- 
signed to the role of specta- 
tors. 


Sainz's Scottish teammate 
Colin McRae came-- thid, 
3min Msec off the pace. 

The Spaniard, world cham- 
pion in 1990 and 1992 and 
who this season's opener at 
Monte Carlo, now leads the 
world championship after 
three races. 

Friday’s victory was his 
second on Portuguese soil, 
after winning in 1991. 

Despite the strong finish by 
the Subarus, Mitsubishi re- 
main on top of the construc- 
tors standings. 

The next round of the 
championship is the Tour of 
Corsica from May 3-5. 


UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S 
FUND (UNICEF) 

(AREA OFFICE) 

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks 
qualified candidates for the following position: 

Programme Officer 
Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 

Under the supervision of the Area Representative, 
the Programme Officer will coordinate the Area 
Office programme team in planning, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating UNICEF programmes of 
cooperation in Jordan for the benefit of disadvan- 
taged women and children. 

Participate in negotiations with national counterparts 
to develop, implement and periodically review the 
country programme. Develop programme plans and 
budgets, manage programme implementation and 
monitor its progress and performance. Prepare 
situation analyses, programme strategy documents, 
annual and periodic reports. Coordinate with coun- 
terparts in other international and non-governmental 
organisations. Undertake frequent field visits to 
project sites in Jordan, and occasional missions 
outside Jordan. Participate in childrelated confer- 
ences. meetings and working groups. 

Minimum qualifications: Post graduate degree in 
Social Development Field or other relevant field e.g. 
Public Health. Education, Urban Communications. 
Seven to 10 years of relevant working experience in 
either government, non-gavemmental organisation, 
research or academic institution including social 
planning, programme management and appraisal. 
Fluency in English and Arabic with strong written 
skills. Computer skills (advanced Word Processing, 
Graphics, Lotus spread sheets) an advantage. 
Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting 
reference NO795/01 to: 

Operations Officer, 

UNICEF Area Office, 

P.O. Box 811721, 

Amman 11181 Jordan 
Qualified women are encouraged to apply. Applica- 
tions for this position must be received by March 
26th, 1995. Acknowledgement will only be sent to 
short-listed candidates under serious consideration. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment 


Device may help warn boxers of brain injuries 


BALTIMOltE (AP) — '“A 
deVice" Smaller than a 
cigarette - pack could te a 
boxer's test weapon against 
the type of injury that ended 
Gerald McClellan's career 
and nearly his life, scientists 
at Johns Hopkins University 
say. 

The device, called an 
“accelerometer,” is part of 
an ongoing study of what 
happens to the brain when a 
fighter receives an uppercut, 
a left jab or a right cross to 
the head. 

About a half-dozen 
amateur fighters have worn 
helmets fitted with the 
accelerometer during sparring. 
The device records head mo- 
tion in three? directions and 
stores the information on a 
computer memory card, said 
Nick Jones, associate profes- 
sor of civil engineering at 
Hopkins and the device's de- 
signer. 

A printout looks like a 
seismic reading during an 


earthquake. Head blows.' 
which can take less than one- 
tenth «f a second, show up as 
spikes. 

But scientists don't know 
yet what damage the head 
blows cause. 

During the next step of the 
study, amateur boxers wear- 
ing the accelerometer will be 
given brain scans before and 
after sparring. 

“It will enable us to under- 
stand a lot about head injury 
because we are going to te 
recording cause and effect." 
Jones said. 

McClellan is recovering at 
a London hospital after 
surgeons removed a huge 
blood clot which formed in 
his brain during a fight Feb. 
25 against British boxer Nigel 
Benn. He spent II days on 
life support. 

The severity of the injury 
has raised concerns that box- 
ing should be banned — a 
position supported by the 
American Medical Associa- 


tion. which states the primary 
purpose - of the ; sports is ■ to 
inflict injury. 

Hopkins scientists recently 
completed an eight-year 
study funded by the U.S. 
Olympic Committee and the 
national institutes of health in 
which it looked at brain func- 
tion of 484 amateur boxers 
between the ages of 13 and 21 
in Washington. Houston. 
Cleveland. St. Louis. New 
York City and the Lake 
Charles area of Louisiana. 

Neuropsychological tests 
and tests to evaluate brainf 
wave activity found no evi- 
dence that amateur boxing 
impairs brain functioning, 
but left open the possibility 
that repeated, jarring blows 
could result in brain damage. 

Scientists just have to look 
at pro fighters suffering from 
dementia pugilistica or 
"punch drunk syndrome" to 
know that boxing causes 
brain damage, said Dr. Wal- 


ler Stewart, one of the key 
Hopkins scientists involved in 
the accelerometer study. 

Stewart said scientists 
know from studying rats that 
if the head is spun quickly, 
the connection between brain 
cells and chemical transmit- 
ters can be sheared. It takes 
60 to 90 days for the body to 
repair itself but in some cases 
brain cells die when the 
damge is too great. 

The accelerometer could 
lead to safety advances in 
professional boxing, similar 
to when gloves with thumbs 
were banned after Sugar Ray 
Leonard suffered a de- 
tachedl retina in 19S1 during 
a fight against Thomas 
Hearns, said Stephen B. 
Acunto. founder of the 
American Association for the 
Improvement of Boxing and 
a commissioner with the New 
York State Athletic Commis- 


sion. 


Victory Team wins 
Dubai Rally { 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Khalifa Al-Mataywi gave Dubai’s 
Victory Rally Team a flying start to the 1995 FTA Mickfe 
East Championship here Fnday with an overwhelming gin 
in the U.A.E. International Rally. ! 

It is the first leg of the seven-round championship to. be 
staged in other Middle East countries over the next Jew 
months. ... . 

Mataywi, an overnight leader from the first of the two 
days of this 634 kilometre event, reached the finish in Abu 
Dhabi in his victory Toyota Celica GT-4 with a 22-minute 
edge over the Group N Mitsubishi Galant VR-4. of 
Tanzanian Sadiq Fazal, who is based in the United States 
Arab Emirates. 

Abu Dhabi's Salem Bin Sheban in a fort Escort 
Cosworth celebrated his debut rally by taking third plabt. 

British driver Howard Paterson finished fourth mid 
topped the Formula Two category for two-wheel drive cars 
in a Volkswagen Golf GTI. 

He - was followed by the Peugeots of Australian Ron 
Creme n and Britain’s Simon Nutter, and the sole female 
driver, Fiona Udale. 

After holding second position in his Mazda 323 for most 
of the second leg, Kuwait's Mohammad Al-Housaini wai 
one of five drivers excluded at the- end of the final 14th > 
stage for failing to follow the rally route. 

Also excluded were Peter Cherry, who had been holding 
fourth place in a Mitsubishi. Kuwait’s Sabah A1 Anea 
(Volvo 244) Great Britain's Siegried Steur in a Group' A 
Toyota Corolla, and Nike Mandrides in a Group A Laid 
Rover. Cherry and Mandrides are U.A.E. -based. 
Leading Middle East Championship positions:. 

1- K. Al-Mataywi, 20 points 

2 - S. Fazal, 15 

3- S. Sheban, 12 

4- H. Paterson, 10 )'!' 

5- R. Cremen, 8 

6- S. Nutter, 6 . i 

7- F. Udale, 4 .* { 
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Jansher fights to reach final; 


LISBON (AFP) — World 
squash champion Jansher 
Khan had to battle for 77 
minutes, packed with gruell- 
ing rallies, to subdue young 
Scotsman Peter Nicol in the 
Portuguese Open semifinals 
on Friday. 

Nicol was the last man to 
win against the near invinci- 
ble Pakistani in a world cir- 
cuit match, 13 months ago in 
the Leekes Welsh Classic, in 
Cardiff. 

For quite a while, Nicol, a 
more improved player since 
then, looked thoroughly cap- 
able of repeating that success 
and the scores, 15-10, 5-15, 
15-9, 15-6, did not flatter 
him. ' 

It was only over the lasr> 
half a dozen points or so tfiatll 
Jansher, tactically so craft] y 
and such a master at using his 
long reach in defending, was 
able to exert complete au- 
thority. 

The sphere of play in which 
Nicol, a former British junior 
champion, looked so im- 
proved since last year was in 
the front court. He played 
drop shots with alacrity 
against a master of the short 
game, often with telling 
effect. 

The stage where the match 
started to swing in favour of 
Jansher was at 5-5 in the third 
game, when Nicol struck a 
short patch of tiredness and 
made three unforced errors 
in a row. 

Nicol 's touch returned 
thereafter, but Jansher had 
achieved a position of 
strength which he would not 
then relinquish. 


in the final, Jansher meejs.: : ‘- : v 

Englishman Peter Marshal 'i — ’ - 
who avenged a defeat, of 
three months ago. 
bay, at the hands of Austra- 
lian Rodney Eyles. .v •: "‘- l 

Marshall won 15-14,M5-^ - •; 

15-11 in a match intenuptef 
by a change of courts in tha 
second game. r ■ •. • 

And the Englishman' wrffi 
the unique two-handed gritf ^ ‘ ~ 
who lost to Jansher m 
September’s World OpenfhJ* ^ 
al in Barcelona and Novem-^ 1 •" 
ber’s Pakistan Open, said: — 

am playing well enough to rati, r « 
jnyown back on Jansher ttfcji J&nip!On S 


British Open set to chhipjt 

i '' :,i f 

- This month’s British Open)' 
Squash Championship ;is to 
fail into line with other major ~ 
men's tournaments by adopt- v 
ing the American scoring sys- z 
tern and a lower. 17-inch tin. 

Under the American sys- 
tern, each rally counts for a :> 
point and each game is won 
by the player first reaching 15 s' 
points. For the past 65 yCan, 
tiie British Opeb has been ^ 
scored to nine points with v 
points scored only by the C 
server. 
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Professional Squash Asso* ^ -- * ... 

nation tournaments have ftrf- c 

lowed the American system 
since 1988. But the conserve- ^ ---1- ^ 


live Squash Rockets Assoria- ^ 
tion, the ruling body fo(Jtae \ k 

English game, has previously' '■ 
dung to tradition. • 

The tin 
teen two 
inches. 


game, nas previously- ■ 

> tradition. • J : jy. ., . ifn . 
tin has mditiouNr'*'?! - '* 

o inches higher, at 19 g 5^' ™ v 1 


Graf , Martinez in Delray Beach semis 


DELRAY BEACH (AFP) 
— Top-seeded Steffi Graf 
reached the semi-finals of the 
Delray Beach Winter Cham- 
pionships without hitting a 
ball on Friday, while Conchi- 
ta Martinez h3d to fight her 
way past tenadous Kristie 
Boogert. 

Graf, who has won this 
event for the past three years 
and five times in all, was 
handed a semi-final berth 
when Barbara Rittner pulled 
out. She was the 10th player 
to withdraw because of injury 
or illness. 

“It’s pretty amazing this 
many players pulling out." 
said Graf, “ft's vely dis- 
appointing. I would have pre- 
ferred to play." 

Graf played an exhibition 
set with Jana Novotna, one of 
the walking wounded with a 
shoulder injury, winning it 
6 - 1 . 

Meanwhile Martinez was 
struggling to pull of a 6-4. 7-6 
(9/7) against her unseeded 
Dutch opponent. 

She trailed 4-6 in the tie- 
breaker before regaining the 
upper hand. She pushed 
Boogert into losing her last 
five service points, but the 
21 -year-old was happy with 
the experience. 

“Once I stan to play these 
top players I’ll get 10 know 
them and what they do on 
important points," she said. 
“I lost to the number four 
player in the world. That's 
not a bad loss, and it was 
even a dose match." 

But now Martinez is in 
danger of joining the massive 
injured list. She withdrew 


from her doubles sore hip. 
but was expected to play 
fourth seeded Brenda Schultz 
in the semis on Saturday. 

"Hopefully. I'm going to 
play tomorrow." she said. “I 
probably could have forced 
il. but it was too dangerous." 

Sampras defeats Rafter 

Top seed Pete Sampras 
squandered two match points 
in the second set but bore 
down to defeat 15th seed 
Patrick Rafter of Australia 
6-4 6-7 (8-10) 6-1 in the third 
round of the SI, 800.000 
Newsweek Champions Cup 


seventh seed Wayne Ferreira 
of South Africa against 
second seed Andre Agassi. 
Muster against 11th seed Ste- 
fan Edberg of Sweden, and 
Becker against 12th-seeded 
Swede Magnus Larsson, who 
beat sixth seed Michael Stich 
of Germany 5-7 7-6 (8-6) 7-6 
(7-5). 

Sampras, ranked number 
one in the world, had match 
points at 6-5 and 8-7 in the 
second-set tiebreak. but the 
22nd-ranked Rafter 
answered with a service win- 
ner the first time and an ace 
the second. 


TENNIS ROUNDUP 


on Friday. 

Fourteenth seed Thomas 
Muster of Austria saved 
three match points and upset 
fourth-seeded Michael Chang 
6-1 5-7 7-6 (7-3) in another 
third-round match at the 56- 
player, hard court tourna- 
ment. 

Third seed Boris Becker of 
Germany was in complete 
control of his third-round 
match when unseeded Mar- 
celo Rios of Chile had to 
retire at 6-3 3-2 with a 
strained left hip muscle. 

Eighth-seeded Todd Mar- 
tin won a battle of big serves 
over fellow American David 
Wheaton 7-6 (7-5) 4-6 7-5 in a 
contest that saw 19 aces from 
Martin and 14 from Wheaton 
with just two double faults 
from each. 

Quarterfinals pairings pit 
Sampras against Martin. 


Sampras, who blitzed Raf- 
ter in the third set, has now 
lost seven of the eight tieb- 
reaks he has played this year, 
an unusual statistic as attack- 
ing players like Sampras typi- 
cally fare well in tiebreaks. 

Sampras attributed his 
poor performance in tieb- 
reaks to a lapse in concentra- 
tion. 

“It’s going to get a lot 
tougher this year if I can’t 
start winning a few break- 
ers." Sampras said. “Maybe I 
need to take a deep breath 
beforehand and think about 
what I need to do. Other than 
that, I was pleased how I 
played in the third set." 

Chang, ranked fourth, had 
double match point on the 
ISth-ranked Muster's serve at 
5-4 in the third set; but the 
Austrian prevailed on fore- 
hand errors from Chang in 



Arantxa Sanchez 

points that saw long baseline 
rallies typical of the match. 
The courts are slow and both 
players like to play the base- 
line. 


point again on Muster's serve 
at t>-5 in the third set, but 
Muster responded this time 
■with a backhand winner and 
ultimately forced a tiebreak. 



Chang reached match Muster, known for playing 


relentlessly on every points) 
jumped out to a 5-2 lead u 
tire tiebreak by pinning M 
American to the baselin* 
with heavy topspin shots, 
finally winning the Deb"”* - 
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ORLANDO (R) — The 
Orlando Magic became die 
fiftt NBA team to dincb a 
. playoff berth on Friday, but 
‘ l:-. tins time around, they're aim- 
tag a lot higher. ■ 

Shaquilie O’Neal scored 26 
Mats and grabbed 15 re- 
bounds to lead the Magic, 
who have never won a [ ‘ 

, past the Portland 1 
97-85. 

“Last year it was nice, with 
; the streamers and all because 
■; it was our first time but we 
have modi loftier goals this 
wear,” said Orlando coach 
; Brian Hill. 

: Orlando (47-14) has the 
' best record in the NBA and 
-increased its lead to seven 
games over New York in the 
' Atlantic Division. Orlando is 
1 league-best 31-1 at home. 

“I think everyone's kind of 
spoiled this year,” guard 
' Anfemee Hardaway said. 
“From having the best record 
in the best record in the NBA 
and clinching a spot, I think 
■ the only thing that’s on their 
' (the fans’) minds is winning 
- me entire -thing.” 

Hardaway had 20 points 
ahd Nick Anderson 22. 

Otis Thorpe had 21 points 
to lead Portland, which play- 
ed without starting point 
guard Rod trickland (sore 


riggt shoulder). 


Chicago, the Bolls over- 
came the distractions of the 
posable return of Michael 
- Jordan to roll to a 99-76 

7 ^-victoiy over the Cleveland 

""^Cavaliers. 

j. t Toni Kukoc scored 19 

us 10 rtacHpo-a to lead a balanced 
'tatack ip Chicago's first game 
since the Jordan rumours 
started swirling. Jordan quit 
baseball on Friday, and the 
former Bulls superstar has 
.. worked out with the team at 
their past two practices. 

The win snapped Chicago's 
five-game losing streak 
. .against Cleveland, which was 
.led by Tyrone Hill’s 13 
points. 

In Phoenix, Rik Smits 
scored 22 points and Mark 
Jackson and Derrick McKcy 
had 21 apiece as the Indiana 
Pacers upset the Sons 112-97. 
Charles Barkley scored 19 

• lied 


hi 

f: 

i: 

«* 


for the Suns, who fell one 
game behind Orlando for the 
best record in the league. 
Phoenix pant guard Kevin 
Johnson palled a groin mus- 
cle in the first quarter and did 
not return. 

In Boston, Kenny Ander- 
son scored 21 points and Der- 
rick Coleman added 20 
points, 10 rebounds and eight 
assists to lead the New Jersey 
Nets to their most lopsided 
victory ever over die Celtics, 
111-81. 

The Nets moved past Bos- 
ton into the final Eastern 
Conference playoff berth. 
Their three-game win streak 
equals their longest of the 
season. 

Eric Montross scored 21 
points to lead Boston, which 
has lost three straight. 

In Baltimore, Todd Day 
scored 26 points as the Mil- 
waukee Bucks ended a three- 
game slide, 114-111 over the 
Washington Bullets. 

Marty Conion started for 
the mjirred Glenn Robinson 
(hip pointer) and scored 20 
points as the Bucks re- 
main aed 2 Vi games behind 
the Nets for the final Eastern 
playoff spot- 

in Atlanta, Ken Norman 
scored 11 of his 25 points 
during a 21-2 first-half run 
and the Hawks set a franchise 
record with 14 3-pomters in a 
108-81 rout of tiie New York 
Knicks. 

Mookie Blaylock scored 27 
points for Atlanta, which 
matched its season low in 
points allowed and readied 
-500 (30-30) for the first time 
this season. 

John Starks's 17 points led 
the Knicks, who had a four- 
game winning streak snap- 
ped. 


At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored 22 points and JefHor- 
nacek added 19 as the Jazz 
beat the Sacramento Kings 
110-93. 

Mitch Richmond scored 19 
* for the Kings, who have lost 

k** II games and 
lead Denver by just 1V4 

games in the race for the final 
Western Conference playoff 
berth. 

At Detroit, rookie Jalen 
Rose had 20 points, 10 re- 
bounds and eight assists and 
Rodney Rogers added 19 
points and a career-high 21 
rebounds to lead the Denver 
Nuggest to a 99-88 victory 
over the Pistons. 

Denver led by as many as 
25 points in the fourth quar- 
ter, but then had to bold off a 
furious Pistons’ rally. Detroit 
hit 10 straight baskets in a 
27-4 run to pull within 83-81 
with 6:13 remaining but De- 
nver scored the next seven 
points. 

Allan Houston scored a 
career-high 36 points, 22 in 
the fourth quarter, for De- 
troit. 

In Philadelphia, David 
Robinson had 33 points, 12 
rebounds and five blocks to 
lead the San Antonio Spars 
to their 10th win in 11 games, 
100-94 over the 76ers. 

Avery Johnson added 23 
points and ei gh t assists. 

Dana Banos scored 24 
points and Clarence Weatb- 
erspoon 22 for Philadelphia, 
which has lost 11 of its last 14. 

At Minnesota, Isaiah Rid- 
er returned from a four-game 
absence to score 33 points as 
the Timberwolves ended a 
three-game losing streak. 
109-103 over the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 


RESULTS 




Atlanta 

108 

New York 

81 

New Jersey 

111 

Boston 

81 

Orlando 

97 

Portland 

85 

San Antonio 

100 

Philadelphia 

94 

Milwaukee 

114 

Washington 

111 

Denver 

99 

Detroit 

88 

Minnesota 

109 

LA Lakers 

103 

Chicago 

99 

Cleveland 

76 

Indiana 

112 

Phoenix 

97 

Utah 

110 

Sacramento 

93 

La Clippers 

121 

Golden State 

102 
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NBA champions unsettled 

. HOUSTON (AP) — What's wrong with the Houston 
v Rockets? 

Everyone on the National basketball Association team h 
; trying to solve the riddle and guard Kenny Smith won't 
. disagree with any of the theories. 

“It would be hard to disagree with any critique right 
now, everything seems to be wrong,” Smith said. 

The rocket’s once-proud defence regularly allows 100- 
phis pomts ..they fade mthefonrth quarter, they’ve lost five 
in a row and they’re grouping through games trying to get 



drawing 


even he has 
technical foul and 




fi 



foufing out of the latest- loss - to the Phoenix Sims. 

“We realise there is a bigger picture and we’re still 
patting in the colours,” Smith said. “We’ve got the blue put 
in bat there’s orange, red and green still to put on the 
canvas.” 

t By any analogy, the Rockets are far removed from the 
_ dutch performers who scratched their way to the NBA title 
last season. 

. Houston has a 35-24 record goint into the game against 
' the Dallas Mavericks, compared to 42-17 through 59 games 
ast season when the Rockets had a franchise-high 58-24 

mark. 

The Rockets made a bold stroke on Feb. 14 by trading 
Otis Thorpe to the Portland* TraD Blazers and brou gh t 
home Olajuwon’s college Pal Clyde Drexler. 

But since the trade, the Rockets are 6-7 and have shown 
the ability to lose to bad teams as well as the elite. They’re 
been ootscored in the fourth quarter of each game in their 
- losing streak. 

Coach Rudy Tomjanovich is responding by sending his 
players to the film room. 

“We’ve got to do a lot of tape work,” Tomjanovich said. 
“It's hard. I hated that as a player because no one likes 
“"‘ng his mistakes. Bnt we’ve got to do it.” 

*“■ Rockets traded Thorpe's muscle for D rexler’s 
and the adjustment is not complete. 

The Rockets have had three days to work out the Kmlr< 
ice Tuesday night's 113-102 loss to the Suns. Heating up 
fei»ve intensity has been the theme this week. 



Asian U-18 Basketball Championship 

Jordan clinches 3rd place, 
qualifies for World Championship 


By Omar Basfatawi 
hi Marfa and 
Aleen Bannayan in Amman 

“WE ARE IN WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS!” 

THIS was the only state- 
ment Jordan Basketball 
Federation (JBF) officials 
could utter holding back 
tears after the Kingdom’s 
under- 18 team Saturday 
defeated Thailand 62-56 to 
clinch third place in the 
Asian jnnior basketball 
competition to qualify for 
the world championships. 

The Jordanian team’s 
history-making win m«rfe 
them the Kingdom’s first 
athletic team to represent 
Asia in a world champ ions 
as they will join four time 
Asian championships, Qri- 


Miubter of Youth Awad 
KWdht S atu rd ay sent a 
cable of congratulate * <s to 
Hfa Majesty King Hussein 
following the U-18 basket- 
baB team's third place fin- 
ish sod qnaBflcatioa to the 
world championship. He 
said the team's players de- 
dicated the victory to His 
Mqjcsty in appreciation of 
his continued encourage- 
ment and support of sports, 
particularly basketbaft. He 
added that the team was the 
first in the Kingdom’s his- 
tory to get an Asian medal 
and qnaBfy for a world 
championship finals in team 
sports. 



Jordan’s vtetoriooa U-18 team returns home Wednesday with Asian bronze medals 


na and 1995 winners South 
Korea, in the cham- 
pionships which will be 
held in Greece in July. 

South Korea upset 
favourites and titleholders 
China 55-48 in the final 
match Saturday. 

The only Arab team in 
the 15 nation tournament, 
the relatively inexperi- 
enced Jordanian team (who 
were only regrouped 2 
months ago) were playing 


their first international 
competition. Bnt they' 
fared well and even upset 
all-time Asian basketball 
greats such as the Philip- 
pines, Thailand and Japan. 
The teaxp only lost to China 
and South Korea. 

Thus, they earned the 
respect of fellow players 
and coaches and became - 
heroes for sports fens fol- 
lowing their impressive re- 
sults here at home. 

As the 13th Asian U-18 
championship concluded * 
Saturday, the Jordanian 
team wrapped np their par- 
ticipation with five wins 
three defeats. They 


: quarts 
als. In that round they only 
lost to China 88-49, bat 
scored a spectacular 72-71 


rtnlip- 

73-56 



finish second in their group' 


pines and beat Japan 
to move to the semi-finals. 
They lost 69-51 to South 
Korea in the semifinals. 

On Saturday, the Jorda- 
nian team were determined 
to win in their final match 
as they ended the first half 
26-23 and took a 51-36 ear- 
ly lead in the second half. 
However the team’s 
coaches and JBF officials 
were worried when top 
scorers Zeid Alkhas and 
Ma’an Odeh earned their 
fifth personal folds ruling 
them out of die game. * -. 
. ‘ With Ashraf Samara mis- 
sing the match because of 


injury, Ihab Emsih took on 
the burden of scoring 
together with Samer Nino, 
Fadi A1 Saqqa, and 
Mahmoud S ha ’ban. Nino 
and Emsih scored from cru- 
cial free throws that kept 
Jordan's lead and enabled 
them to take third place- 
and earn the tournament’s 
bronze medals. 

The team's top scorers 
were: Zeid Alkhas 17, Ibab 
Emsih 15, Ma’an Odeh 10. 

The JBF's president 
Awwad Haddad and Vice 
President Samir Janakat 
dedicate d the victory “to 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
and to the Jordanian peo- 
ple.” 

The team’s coaches 
Murad Barakat and Imad 
Al Saeed said: ‘This is a 


big achievement for Jor- 
dan. The players earned 
this victory. Congratula- 
tions to all Jordanians.” 
Team captain Zeid 
Alkhas, who won the 
tournament’s best defen- 
sive player award, added: 
“It is a great feeling. I'm 
very proud to see the 
Jordanian flag raised m this 
championship as we are so 
far away from home. We 
trained hard and won. The 
JBF is to be congratulated 
for their effort.” 

A tearful JBF secretary 
Ghaleb Balawi could only 
say: “It is a fabulous 
achievement. .An impor- 
tant comeback for Jorda- 
nian basketball.” 

The team will be back in 
Amman on Wednesday. 


Bobek takes lead;Russians retain ice dance title 


BIRMINGHAM (AP) — 
Everyone knew that Nicole 
Bobek had the kind of free- 
spirit attitude it takes to 
shake off adversity. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Sweffieh. Amin Saiama Mohammad 
St. No. 9 near the Orthodox Church. Consists of 3 bedrooms and 
utilities, luxurious furniture, independent central heating and 
telephone. 

Rent: Annual, monthly or any period. 

Call Tefj 818092, 642072, 821695 


But no one anywhere could 
have predicted that the 17- 
year-old “wild child” from 
Chicago would be just steps 
away from a world title. 

Bobek, unheralded on the 
world scene, pulled a stun- 
ning upset Friday to win the 


women's short programme at 
the World Figure Skating 
Championships. She did it ; 
with beautiful spirals, solid in the ice dance, in which 
jumps, a winning school-girl defending champions Oksana 


smile — and nerves of steel. 

Dressed in white with gold 
sequins, Bobek was the epi- 
tome of grace and style as she 
glided across the ice at the 
NEC Arena. Her perform- 
ance was judged better than 
the brute athleticism of five- 
time European champion 
Suiya Bonaiy. 

There was no such surprise 


Grischuk and Yegeny Platov 
of Russia took tire gold again 
with a Fred Astaire-Ginger 
Rogers-style free dance. The 
silver went to Susanna 
Rahkamo and Petri Kokko of 
Finland, while Sophie 
Moniotte and Pascal Lavan- 
chy of France won the 
bronze. 

Even though there was 
only one flaw in her 216- 
minute programme — she - 


scrapped a toe at the end of 
her combination jump — 
Bobek all but leaped off the 
kiss-and-cry coach in amaze- 
ment as the marks were 
announced: six 5.9s for pre- 
sentation and first place on 
six of the nine judges' cards. 

The gold is within her grasp 
in she can give the same kind 
of effort tn the free skate 
Saturday. — 


SECRETARY NEEDED 

A full time secretary is needed, minimum three 
years experience, dynamic, good command of 
English and Arabic, typing both languages, 
computer skills; Windows & Excel. 

Applicants should send their C.V. which will be 
dealt with confidentiality to: 

P.O.Box It 07, Amman 11118 - Jordan 
Attractive salary for suitable candidate. 


HOUSEMAID AVAILABLE 

I’m available for part-time cleaning 2 hours 
only 2 days weekly, good low salary avail- 
able. Tues-Sun except Friday 7-9, 10-12, 

V3 Call 826076 Buna 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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CONVENTIONS? HARDLY EVER 



Roth vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 10 5 4 
3 A 10 8 6 3 
$ J10 

♦ A J 

EAST 
• 96 
SQ72 
v AQ6 G3 09842 

* K Q 0 7 3 *10 864 

SOUTH 

* A J 8 7 2 
■T K J 6 5 
•>K7 

• 63 

Thr bidding 

North East South Wart 


Pass 


L • 
4 • 


2 NT 


l? 

3 * 

Pass F asm 

Opening lead: King of * 

High on the Hat of conventions to 

■hun without > perfect bolding ia Ihe 
UmuaaJ No Trump- If yoa employ it 
and don't buy the contract, you beve 
given declarer bo much infonsation 
iboal the distribution that the hand 
can often be played be if sH the cards 
an face up oo the table. This exam- 
ple is from rubber bridge. m 

With both opponents bidding. 
‘West would have been wiser Lo stay 
out of the suction until the strength 
of the North-Sooth holding was 
clarified. If the auction died ale tow 


level. West could always back ta- 
But with the Unusual No Trump In 
your arsenal, moil phyna cannot 
resist wheeling it out al every occs- 

lioo. The Ih h m U m. ngwicussioa 
was in the auction, where South re- 
frained from supporting North's 
suit to {Holed the king of dUmooda 
from possible de ca p ita ti on ' at trick 
one! 

The opening dub lead was woo in 
dummy and the tn of spades was 
pseud around to West'# Hag. West 
cashed tbe queen ofduba and ace of 
diamond], lo complete the defensive 
book, then exited with a diamond. A 
spade to the Queen drew both oot- 
sumfing trumps and declarer fo- 


cused on the heart sun. 

With no knowledge of the Be of 
the cards, declarer probably would 
have taken the percentage play in 
hearts— -cashing the ace and king in 
an attempt to drop the qoeea. But 
given the suction, tint play would 
be futile. 

Al tha vulnerability, Wtst surely 
held at least 10 cards in the minors 
for the Unusual No Trump. Sines 
the d efe nder had turned up with two 
spades, then was room for oo more 
than one heart tn the West hand. So 
declarer cashed tbe aee of beads 
and rrmfidimtfcr finaaeirt the jack If 
land a contract that might have 
been defeated bad West remained 
■Bent 


titan's only ONE Jaap^. 

1990 JEEP WRANGLER 

4x4. top-of-tha-tine off road package, convertible, brand new 
roof and windows, low mileage (under 40,000 miles). 5-speed 
manual transmission, great condition, stereo “Sound Bar" (extra 
speakers). Duty not paid. 

PERFECT for your off-road adventures in Jordan and Beyond! 

Call Aspen 820-101 Ext 2318 for all the details on the 
Meal car for Amman and die deserts of Jordan. 
AND rrs FOB SALMI 


FULL FLOOR FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, one 
[ of them very large with deluxe finishing, two spa- 
cious salons, two glassed-in verandas, living rooms, 
wall-to-wall carpet, blue curtains. 

Location: Dahiat Al Rabiya, near the Chinese 
Embassy. 

For Information please call TeL 683204 or 667752 
Annual rent la JD 9,000 negotiable. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

213 sq. metre apartment, 2 bedrooms, 1 master 
bedroom, 3 bathrooms, living room, guest-sitting 
room, large kitchen, balcony, central heating, car 
garage, new building, new furniture. Um-Uthainah. 

For more information call Tel. 819450 from 
9-12 a.m^ 3-5 p.m. ■ 


AHLIYA - AMERICAN 


Happy honaay 

We are open for Business after the holiday, where you can find, 
the best services in town Extra Low prices: 

1. All electric work (Ins. Repair, Service). 

2. Plumbing heaters and AIR. 

3. T.V. VCR. Stereo, and Electronics, Repair service. 

4. Home paint, inside outside and much much more. 

Call us at 839497 
Fast Service - Best Prices 
100 % satisfaction guaranteed or your Money Back 


American Women 
of Amman 

General Meeting 4-6 
Monday 13, Marriott 
Hotel 


FURNISHED ROOF APARTMENT 


A furnished apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, 
sitting room, large salons with balcony, large kitch- 
en, 3 bathrooms, telephone, separate central heat- 
ing and elevator. Yearly rent only. 

Location: Um Uthainah, Jeezan Str. Bldg. No. (15). 
For more details; Pis. call No. 666034 
from 10:30 a.m. till 1:30 p.m. only 


Cinema ' Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

• Tel.: 618274 - 618275 ’ Te(,: 675571 

AMMOUN THEATRE HM Al MuhM Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 622155 

AHLAN THEATU 

Eddie Murphy 
In 

Beverly Hills Cop 3 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10-.30 

Tom & Jerry 

At 11:00 a.m- 

Honey, 1 Blew Up The Kid 

Shows: 1230. 330. 5K» 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

TimeCop 

Shows 630. 830. 1030 

CONCORD ‘V 

-Comedian star: Adal Imam — 

Bakhit Sr Andadileh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6.-00. 830. 11:00 

CONCORD *2* 
Jean-Claudo Van Damm 
. STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230. 330. 5:45, 11:00 

Mousa Hijazln "Sumabh” 
In the political comedy 
“Hi Citizen” 

Author and Director. Mohammad Al 
Shawaqfeh 

Daily starting 8:30 p.m. 
Monday is the weekly holiday 

"Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all' 
day 

Presents: " 

The political satire: 
AL SALAMI YA SALAH 
at 8:30 p.m. 

' For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed ot , 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Discussions advance proposal 
for Mideast development bank 


By P.V. Vlvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Two days of 
meetings in Washington have 
brought ideas together on the 
Jordanian proposal to create 
a regional bank for develop- 
ment and economic coopera- 
tion in the Middle East and 
the establishment of the bank 
would be announced at the 
Amman economic summit 
scheduled to be held in Octo- 
ber. 

Statements from Jawad 
Anani, who headed the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
talks, as well as the U.S. 
State Department indicated 
that the discussions had 
readied an advanced stage. 

Dr. Anani,- Jordan's for- 
mer information minister and 
a key figure in the Kingdom’s 
peace negotiations with 
Israel, was quoted as saying 
in the local press that the U.S 
was suggesting a capital of SS 
billion for the proposed 
bank. 

The bank is seen as vital to 
regional economic develop- 
ment in that it will extend 
easy-term loans. This is of 
key significance to the de- 
velopment of the Jordan Rift 
Valley, where projects worth 
billions of dollars have been 


drawn up in consultations 
with the U.S. administration. 


The idea of a regional de- 
velopment bank was first for- 
mally proposed at the Casab- 
lanca economic summit in 
October 1994, when Jordan 
also unveiled regional and 
national projects estimated to 
cost about $18 billion. 

Most of those ideas are 
being debated behind the 


scenes while others have 
been initiated and it is ex- 
pected that some of the prop- 
osals would be crystallised at 
the Amman meeting. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, in a speech to the Jorda- 
nian Parliament on Oct 26 
after the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty, announced that his admi- 
nistration was contributing 
S75 million to the capital of 
the proposed bank. 

The European Union (EU) 
was initially reported to be 
sceptical about the idea but 
changed its mind and actively 
took part in a meeting in 
Washington in January ou 
the subject. 

Some of the Gulf states 
which have the resources to 
contribute capital to the bank 
have been reportedly luke- 
warm to the idea and have 
sent conflicting signals. 
However, diplomats say, the 
oil-rich countries would be 
eventually convinced of die 
importance of their participa- 
tion in the project. 

Reporting the Washington 
meeting, the State Depart- 
ment said Friday that finan- 
cial and foreign affairs offi- 
cials from 31 "regional and 
extra regional parties” 
attended the March 9 and 10 
talks on "financing institu- 
tions for economic develop- 
ment in die Middle East and 
North Africa." 

Technically the meeting 
was of a task force that was 
set up early this year at a 
similar gathering in Washing- 
ton to pursue die idea of 
regional economic develop- 
ment and cooperation in the 
Middle East, with the prop- 


osal to set up a bank as the 
centre-piece. 

“We are on track to pro- 
duce detailed recommenda- 
tions for political level deci- 
sions on new institutional 
arrangements by die Amman 
economic summit in October 
1995,” said a State Depart- 
ment statement carried by 
the United States Informa- 
tion Agency (USIA). 

The statement said Jordan, 
Israel, Egypt and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) made “joint and indi- 
vidual presentations in sup- 
port of their 1994 proposal 
for a new regional bank for 
economic cooperation and 
development.” 

Dr. Anani, quoted in the 
A1 Dustour daily, said Am- 
man would host the next 
meeting of the task force on 
April 2 and the four sides 
.were planning to present a 
joint proposal on the regional 
bank. 

According to Dr. Anani, 
the Washington meeting also 
studied working papers by 
the United States and the 
European Union (EU) on 
their vision of financing re- 
gional economic develojp- 
ment projects and special 
arrangements for easy-term 
loans through the proposed 
bank. 

“It was clear at the meeting 
that the positions of the U.S. 
and the European Union 
•were dose to each other and 
the final proposal would lead 
to the establishment of the 
bank,” Dr. Anani reportedly 
told the paper. 

He added that a committee 
would be set up at the level of 
ministers or deputy ministers 


to formulate the general poli- 
cies of economic develop- 
ment and this committee 
would meet every month un- 
til the bank is physically cre- 
ated. 

According to Dr. Anani, 
only three members of the 
15-nation EU failed to agree 
with a common EU approach 
in support of the proposal to 
set up die bank; these were 
Italy, Holland and Greece. It 
was not immediately dear 
why the three had reserva- 
tions over the project. 

The rest of the EU mem- 
bers asked that they be given 
more time to study the details 
of the proposal and they are 
expected to give an affirma- 
tive answer either at the 
April 2 meeting in Amman or 
the meeting after that. Dr. 
Anani was quoted as saying. 


Attending the meeting 
along with Dr. Anani were 


Fayez Tarawneh, Jordan’s 
ambassador to the United 
States, Ministry of Planning 
Secretary-General Nabil 
Amman and Central Bank of 
Jordan Deputy Governor 
Michel Marta. 

The State Department said 
that “in addition to discussing 
a detailed proposal for a bank 
with an integrally related eco- 
nomic policy dialogue forum, 
the group discussed a propos- 
al for a non-bank institution 
to promote policy dialogue 
and project preparation.” 

“The discussions were sub- 
stantive and held in a col- 
laborative spirit. Many parti- 
cipants emphasised the sig- 
nificant degree of com- 
plementarity and converg- 
ence among the ideas put 
forward.” 



Crown Prince congratulates team 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Saturday scut a cable to foe Under-18 national 
basketball team congratulating its members for winning the 
third place in foe Asian championship which concluded 
Saturday in the Philippines. The national team scored a 
62-56 win over Thailand which won the fourth place. The 
first and second places went to China and South Korea 
respectively .(see page 11). 


Japanese evening held In Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath 
A1 Hassan on Saturday attended a Japanese evening 
organised by the Japanese embassy in cooperation with the 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency and the Ikeba- 
na Chib in Amman. The evening, whose proceeds benefit- 
.tcd foe Muslim Young Women’s Society for special 
education, included a show of kimono, foe Japanese 
traditional costume, Japanese fotkloric shows and a flower 
exhibition. The evening was attended by several ministers, 
Japanese Ambassador Ynji Dceda and Mis. Deeda. 


Libya urges Arab action in Lockerbie affair 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Libyan envoy to Egypt called on foe 
Arab League Saturday to take action m the Lockerbie 
affair following “new information” which he said proved 
foe innocence of Libyans accused in foe 1988 bombing. 
“New information shows that two Libyan citizens were not 
involved in this case,” Abdel Ati AJ Ebeidi said. “The 
information calls for a discussion (by foe Arab League) to 
take whatever steps are necessary in light of this informa- 
tion,” Ebeidi told journalists after talks with Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. Mr. Ebeidi was apparently referring 
to a U.S. report implicating Iran in the bombing published 
in January in the Scottish newspaper The Daily Record. At 
foe time Arab League Secretary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid said the report “strengthens without a doubt the 
Libyan position and directs accusations towards parties 
other than Libya.” He also hoped that the United States 
and Britain would reexamine their position on U.N. 
sanctions imposed on Libya in April 1992. 


3 Iranians hanged for murder, robbery 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Three Iranians were hanged in public 


public 

in northwestern Iran on charges of murder, armed robbery 
and “spreading insecurity,” the Hamshahri daily reported 
Saturday. The three men — Jauad Taheri, Kavad Bahram- 
pour and Ismail Mohammadi — were executed near 
faghadeh, in West Azerbaijan province. The suspects 


were found guflry of several murders, foe paper said, but 

penalty has been ii 

for convicted armed robbers m Iran since 1989. 


ive no further details. The death pen: 


l in force 


Militants kill Coptic Christian in Mlnya 


MINYA (AFP) — Suspected Islamic militants on Saturday 
shot dead a Coptic Christian alleged to have collaborated 
with foe authorities in foe troubled southern province of 
Mlnya, Egyptian police said. Hanna Farcss Mikhail, 75, 
died when the gunmen burst into his home and opened fire 
with automatic weapons. He was foe mayor of Herz village, 
280 kilometres south of Cairo. The outlawed fundamental- 
ist movement Al Gamaa A 1 Islamiyah had accused him of 
being a charlatan and providing foe authorities with 
information about militant activities. His death raised to 
673 the number of people killed in unrest since the militants 
launched a violent anti-government campaign in March 
1992. 


Egypt detains journalists on camel routes 


ASWAN (R) — Egyptian police arrested an American and 
a British journalist who tried to enter the country from 
Sudan via desert routes used for centuries by camel 
caravans, security sources said on Saturday. They said the 
two women were held for five days after trying to cross foe 
border without permits with a group of herdsmen. They 
told police they were researching traditional desert jour- 
neys made by Sudanese camel traders who drive their 
camels hundreds of kilometres north for sale in Cairo. 
Police named the two as Angela Stephens, an American, 
and Lorraine Chitock, a Briton. The main crossing 
between Egypt and Sudan, a ferry which shuttles between 
the northern and southern edges of Lake Nasser, has been 
closed for three months because of arguments over security 
arrangements between the two countries. 


Somali militia clashes with 
airport looters; 2 dead 


MOGADISHU 
— Two militiamen were kil- 
led when shooting broke out 
overnight at Mogadishu air- 
port between looters and 


militia guarding foe airport 


since foe departure 
peacekeepers, a Somali 


newspaper said Saturday. 
The loc 


looters had invaded 
foe airport, which has re-' 
mained dosed since foe U.N. 
troops pulled out of Somalia 
almost two weeks ago, foe 
report said. 

Rival warlords General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and foe self-styled president 
All Mohammad, have failed 
to reopen the airport despite 
agreeing to do so. 

Fuel and wood were 
among foe goods looted from 
foe airport, shut on Feb. 28 
when foe last U.N. flight left 
Mogadishu carrying U.N. 
Special Representative Vic- 
tor Gbeho and his aides. 

The airport is guarded by 
the Habr Gedir militia, which 
supports Gen. Aideed, and 
the Abgal militia, which 
backs Mr. Ah Mahdi, but 
concern has been expressed 
that imlea the militias are 
brought under control, it will 
be impossible to run either 
the port or airport 

The port reopened Thurs- 
day and an Egyptian ship 
carrying 60,000 tonnes of 
food and equipment docked 
without a tug. 

Early Saturday foe goods 
brought in by the ship went 
on sue in foe capital’s main 
markets. 

But port officials were call- 
ing on foe United Nations to 


return vital equipment which 
they said foe withdrawing 
peacekeepers had taken with 
them, and without which foe 
port could not accommodate 
larger ships, Xog-Ogaal said. 

The paper quoted Somali 
Ports Cooperation General 
Manager Ahmad Hassan 
Dahir as saying: “We don’t 
have' tugboats and foe other 
necessary facilities, so big 
vessels could either cause 
damage to foe facility or the 
body of vessels. We demand 
foe quick return of the equip- 
ments taken by U.N. Opera- 
tion in Somalia (UNOSOM) 
for security reasons.” 

The U.N. troops, who pul- 
led out of Somalia under foe 
itection of a six-nation task 
rrce, dosed the port on Feb. 
23. 

The U.N. force took all 
essential port and airport 
equipment with it in foe ex- 
pectation that the clans 
would fight for both facilities, 
promising to return it once 
competent authorities were 
in place. 

Somalis said two clashes 
broke out on Friday in foe 


prot 

ford 


airport. 

Clan 


Ian elders intervened to 
broker a truce and on Satur- 
day Mogadishu residents said 
foe airport area was calm. 

The dash underlined the 
fragility of foe agreement be- 
tween rival dans, reached af- 
ter foe U.N.'s departure, to 
share control of the airport 
and sea port. 

Efforts to prevent a spiral 
into renewed chaos at foe 
airport have been led by 
Gen. Aideed- 


‘Foreign’ role reported 
in U.S. bombing ‘plots’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
defense in the trial of 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman 
has demanded that prosecu- 
tors turn over evidence they 
say might indicate foreign in- 
volvement in the World 
Trade Centre bombing. 

Roger Stavis, a lawyer for 
defendant El Sayyid Nosair, 
asked prosecutors on Thurs- 
day for documentation pro- 
vided by Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) infor- 
mant Emad Salem that is 
referred to in a Jan. 17. 1993, 
letter to the FBI director. 

The letter, written to jus- 
tify the more than SI million 
promised to Mr. Salem for 
his help, said Mr. Salem “has 
documented the role of at 
least two foreign powers in 
these planned incidents,” 
Mr. Stavis said. 

The incidents appeared to 
be a reference to multiple 

C lots that were allegedly 
eing planned by Sheikh 
AWv* Raft mat and his fol- 
b-Acis u .jrcc the United 
States to change its Middle 
East policies. 

Prosecutors say the 11 de- 
fendants were planning in 
1993 to bomb the United 
Nations, FBI headquarters 
and two tunnels and a bridee 


linking Manhattan and New 
Jersey as well as assassinate 
the Egyptian president and 
others. 


Meanwhile, Defence 
Lawyer John Jacobs again 
asked U.S. District Judge 
Michael Mukasey to force 
prosecutors to turn over any 
new information related to 
Ramzi Yousef, the alleged 
mastermind of the trade cen- 
tre bombing who was 
arrested last month in Pakis- 
tan. 


Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Stavis 
are seeking information ab- 
out foreign countries because 
proof of foreign involvement 


could be used to try to cripple 
r that 


the government's theory 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
headed the conspiracy. 

However, Mr. Mukasey 
warned the lawyers Thursday 
that just because “a foreign 


power or powers may have 
contributed in some fashion 


to that doesn't mean that 
other people were not in- 


volved.' 


Testimony in the trial that 
started Jan. 9 was suspended 
Thursday because one of the 
defendants was ill. The trial 
resumes on Monday. 


2 dead 
in collapse 


RESCUE UNITS remove 
the body of a dead worker 
from a neariy-five-metre- 
deep ditch that caved in 
early Saturday. Two 
workers were killed and 
another — d of than 
Egyptian nationals — was 
wounded in the incident 
that occurred in a street 
off Gardens Street (see 
story on page 3) (Photo by 
Rana Husseini) 



Qatar asks what more Iraq 
has to do to end sanctions 


DOHA (Agencies) — 
Qatar's foreign minister said 
Saturday bis country was. 
“pained” by foe U.N. embar- 
go on Iraq and asked what 
more was required of Bagh- 
dad for foe sanctions to be 
lifted. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben Jasim 
Al Thani, who made his com- 
ments in a joint news confer- 
ence with his Iraqi counter- 
part, said bis country would 
continue to observe foe sanc- 
tions, imposed on Iraq after 
its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“But we are pained by foe 
embargo and its effects for 
foe Iraqi people, and we want 
to know what more remains 
and what exactly is required 
of Iraq and which it has yet to 
implement,” said Sheikh 
Jasim. “In reality we are per- 
plexed. We need explana- 
tion.” 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saed Al Sahaf 
arrived here on Friday in a 


surprise visit — foe first by a 
senior Iraqi official to a Gulf 
Arab country that supported 
Kuwait during foe crisis. 

Baghdad has been calling 
for foe sanctions to be lifted, 
arguing that it has complied 
with U.N. resolutions. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain are adamant that foe 
sanctions remain in place, bat 
three other permanent mem- 
bers of foe Security Council 
— France. Russia, and China 
— have signalled a willing- 
ness to ease up ou the puni- 
tive measures. 

Russia's deputy foreign 
minister, Victor Posuvalyuk, 
arrived in Qatar Saturday on 
foe first leg of a Gulf tour 
that will rake him also to 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, to 
sound them out on the sanc- 
tions issue. 

He said Moscow “sees it is 
necessary that there should 
be positive action by the 
Security Council,” winch is 
scheduled to meet Monday to 


review the embargo. 

Mr. Sahaf said foe oil 
embargo, which has deprived 
Baghdad of its main source of 
revenue, should be lifted in 
line with U.N. Security 
Council decisions that linked 
the blockade to foe destruc- 
tion of Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction and the 
activation of a system for 
monitoring its military indus- 
try. 

In an interview with the 
daily Al Raya published 
Saturday Mr. Sahaf also cal- 
led for reconciliation among 
Arab countries which have 
been divided since Kuwait's 
invasion. 

Mr. Sahaf said Iraq backed 
Egypt’s campaign against 
Israel's nuclear arsenal and 
Arab threats to suspend their 
commitment to foe interna- 
tional Non-Proliferation 
Treaty until Israel agrees to 
sign. 


(Continued cm page 7) 


Rabbani 

forces 

seize 

Taliban 

positions 


KABUL (Agencies) — Gov- 
ernment forces launched a 
full-scale attack on Saturday 
on positions newly occup <1 
by foe Taliban student militia 
in the southwest of the 
Afghan capital Kabul on 
Saturday, witnesses said. 

Forces loyal to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani used 
helicopter gunships, jet fight- 
ers ana heavy artillery as they 
moved into some of the Karte 
Seh district’s frontline areas 
seized earlier by foe Talibans 
from foe opposition Shi’ite 
Muslim Hezb-e-Wahdat fac- 
tion, the witnesses said. 

It was not immediately 
dear how much territory was 
captured by the troops. 

Government aircraft 
bombed a Taliban base at 
Charasyab outside Kabul, aid 
workers said. 

There was no immediate 
estimate of casualties. 

A Taliban commander told 
reporters the powerful militia 
had taken overall Wafadat 
positions in Karte Seh district 
on Friday night. 

Commander Mullah 
Mohammad Ghous said the 
Talibans were maintaining 
their defensive positions. 
Thousands of civilians were 
fleeing to south of Kabul as 
government troops were seen 
looting abandoned homes. 

The push seemed aimed at 
winning more territory after 
Wahdat, hard-pressed by a 
government offensive,- 
agreed to hand over its front- 
lines to the Taliban, who says 
they wants to end the faction- 
al fighting in the war-ravaged 
country. 

“We are very angry with 
Rabbani and his people, they 
are not a legitimate govern- 
ment,” Mr. Ghous told re- 
porters at Charasyab. 

Mr. Rabbani has been 


trying to gain control of 
southern Kabul since last 


weekend when his forces 
launched a three-day offen- 
sive that killed as many as 100 
people and wounded several 
hundred more. 

A United Nations peace 
plan has called for Mr. Rab- 
bani to hand over power to a 
multiparty council on March 
21 . 

Mr. Rabbani has rejected 
foe deadline unless the Tali- 
bans also participate in foe 
council. 


Iraq calls on feuding 
Kurds to hold talks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Saturday launched a 
fresh appeal for feuding Kur- 
dish factions to hold talks and 
rid themselves of U.S.-allied 
protection. 

“You have to seize this 
opportunity and free 
yourselves of foe American 
grip,” the official Al Jumhur- 
iyah newspaper told the 
Kurds, adding that “counting 
on the United States will lead 
to failure.” 

"After the sanctions are 
lifted you will no longer have 
a place in foe country and 
your American allies will 
abandon you," foe paper 
added. 

The call came on the 
anniversary of a law adopted 
in 1974 granting self-rule to 
the provinces or Dohuk, Er- 
bil and Sulayntaniyeh in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

The Kurds have controlled 
foe region in defiance of 
Baghdad and set up their own 
parliament since launching an 
abortive rebellion after the 
Januaiy-Februaiy 1991 Gulf 
war. The Kurdish-held area is 

S otected by an allied air 
rce based in Turkey. 

Iraqi President Saddam 


Hussein in January offered to 
mediate between the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) and the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK'. 
which have been locked in 


bitter power struggle for 
several months, but the offer 


was turned down. 

Hundreds have died in foe 
dashes and the PUK hr*' 
accused Iraqi govemme 
troops of shelling t.- 
Kurdish-held area — a 
charge denied by Baghdad. 

Iraq on Friday categorical- 
ly denied foe Kurdish accusa- 
tions that its army was shell- 
ing Kurdish areas. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sahaf 
told the official Qatari agency 
(QNA) on his arrival in 
Doha: “There is no move- 
ment of Iraqi troops to foe 
north and no shelling by the 
Iraqi army of foe Kurdish 
area.” 

The PUK said Thursday 
that Iraqi government troops 
had pounded a Kurdish town 
in northern Iraq with heavy 
artillery on Wednesday kill- 
ing one civilian and wounding 


(Continued on page 7) 


Algerian paper says 
GIA behind bombing 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
carbomb attack on an Algiers 
police housing complex 
which wounded 63 people 
was carried out by the Armed 
Islamic Group (GLA), a 
newspaper said here Satur- 
day. 

The GIA, the most hard- 
line of Algeria's extremist 
groups, is using a specialised 
network of “young fanatics" 
to cany out carbomb attacks. 
La Tribune newspaper said. 
The paper is generally well- 
informed on Islamic armed 
groups. 

The group, all under the 
age of 22, call themselves Al 
Mouakioune Bi Dam (Signa- 
tures with blood) said the 
paper, generally well- 
informed on Algeria's ex- 
tremist fundamentalist 
groups. 

The network is led by 
Lounes Bahlouli. known as 
Ayoub, a 32-year-old sent- 
enced to death in absentia for 
his part in a bomb attack on 
Algiers international airport, 
the newspaper said. 

That attack, in August 
1992. killed nine people and 
injured 128. 

Mr. Bahlouli is a member 
of the GIA’s consultative 


council, foe paper said. 

Friday’s attack on the 
bousing complex followed a 
warning from the group thre- 
atening to attack women link- 
ed to foe security forces, and 
appeared to mark a new 
escalation in the three-year 
terror campaign aimed at 
ousting the military-backed 
government. 

It was the first attack of its 
size against a specifically civi- 
lian target, housing women 
and children. Eight children 
were among the wounded. 

The bomb attack, whicj 
has not been claimed, blew 
up between two buildings on 
the Garidi estate for police 
officers and their families, 
which is surrounded by a high 
perimeter wall topped with 
barbed wire. 

The estate is in the 
working-class suburb of 
Kouba, a fundamentalist 
stronghold. 

In a statement published 
by the London-based Arab 
newspaper Al Hayat, foe 
GIA said the group had set 
Friday as a deadline for the 
authorities to free all Islamist 
women they were holding 
and abandon legal proceed- 
ing against them. 




*<■ 


Italian surgeon 
gets AIDS virus 
from scalpel cut 


ROME (R) — An Italian 
surgeon contracted foe HIV 
virus that causes AIDS in an 
accident with a scalpel white 
operating on a patient who 
was HTV-positive, an Italian 
researcher said Friday. Dr. 
Giuseppe Ippolito said it was 
foe first documented case -of 
transmission of the virus' in 
such circumstances. Dr. 
Ippolito heads a team at 
Rome’s Spallanzani Hospital 
that has conducted one of 
only two major studies into 
foe occupation risk of AIDS 
among health care workers. 
He said foe other study was 
in foe United States. Coo- 
finning newspaper reporters, 
Dr. Ippoliti told Reuters that 
foe accident occurred in an 
Italian hospital last year 
when the scalpel cut through 
the surgeon's protective sur- 
gical glove, he declined to 
identify the surgeon, even by 
sex, and would not say where 
in Italy foe operation tod: 
place. “It is the first 
documented case of sero- 
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conversion in tins way to my 
knowledge,” Dr. Ippolito 
said in an interview. He said 


foe surgeon had undergone 
HIV tes 


an niv test immediately af- 
ter the nick to the hand. The 
test was negative but a 
follow-up test one month la- 
ter was positive, he added. 
“We excluded all other possi- 
ble means of transmission,”' 
he said. Dr. Ippolito said fail 
team bad recorded 2,342 
cases of occupational expo- 
sure to HIV among health 
workers between 1986 and- 
1994. 


Portuguese 
pretender to 
marry 


LISBON (AFP) — The pre- 
tender to the defunct throne 
of Portugal, Dom Duarte, 49, 
Duke of Braganza, is to mar- 
ry Isabel de Heredia, 28, 
according to a “royal” state* 
meat released Friday by his' 
aide. The wedding date was 
not announced but sources in 
the' bride's family said it 
would be May 6. The cere- 
mony will be held at a monas- 
tery in Lisbon's historic Be- 
lem district on the banks of 
foe Tagus, the statement 
said. The bride-to-be is the 
daughter of aristocratic pa- 
rents who spent her child- 
hood in what was then the 
Portuguese colony of Angola 
and then lived 10 years in 
Brazil. ‘She returned to Por- 
tugal six years ago, foestate- 
meit said After the marriage 
she will have foe title Princess 
Das Beiras. 
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German gets life ~ 
for murder of 
gay lover 




MUNICH (R) — A German Er. - . 

man was sentenced to life in 
jail for killing his hojmosex- a - . . 
ual lover and chopping fail Ca; " v ■- 1 1 
body into pieces. Georg Hal- s -, ; .... 

selberg, 33, had originally J.' 

admitted murdering hs 81-- 
year-old lover and eating te i; ..,:,. , , 
internal organs, but later re- V-. ‘ \ 
canted his confession to w-.'. ; ; 
police. The court rejected 
Mr. Hasselberg's contention . 

that the victim had died l : • 

natural death. It ruled he bad "i ' 
smothered foe older -" r "‘ - 

with a pillow out of deefc.«?^ : ’ 
seated hatred, taken hn, 
money and sliced up the u 
. Mr. Hasselberg teati- 




oc meu m January j enw- 
Friends became concerned 
when they could not read ^ ' -• 

foe victim, a diabetic with > ^ ; - — - _ 
severe heart problems, • 

telephone. A subsequent ■;... . ‘ r ' ‘ 
search discovered his tots? v>'>. \i. ‘ \. j 
under the bed in his borne- 
Other body parts were found O' 
packed in plastic bags in 
rubbish container. " i'.. TV ; 


Drive-in safe 
heist becomes 
a drag 





ANNECY, France 

Bungling robbers . 

stolen safe for more wa» -,v _ 

kilometre attached to 
back of a pick-up fruck 
day after an attempt at * V TV .*~ r 
dnve-in heist went wro#^'-'::* > 

The three raiders were spot y C 

ted by police as they drags 6 ® b ' . 

the safe, stolen from a sup* 1 -* 

market, along a street too* “ 

»ng for a quiet spot to pot ' " Her- 

onto foe trade properiy.T^ 

had earlier ram-raided die \ fi l **SE* i 

pennarket, smashing throug 

plate-glass windows, do 0 * 

and walls before attaching.® ^ ■ r- 

saie oy a cable to the batfJJ •' 

the pick-up truck,. and sped/ if ■ 

tog off. 
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